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About the cover:

This picture was taken in the southwest desert of the United States during the
El Nifio effect of 1999.

fAlthough it is an annual event, the wildflower season is never the same from
one year to the next. Weather coratis play an integral role in the outcome of
each wildflower season. If the winter has too much or little rain, or if the
temperature is too warm or cold, the seeds of desert annuals will remain
dormant or bloom in fewer numbers. Only when the conditicnse@arperfect

will you witness a spectacular wildflower showing, a time when an abundance
of aromatic colors fill each landscape with a breathtaking effect.

A decade may pass with less than fruitful wildflower displays, but when the
conditions are justight, the wildflowers fill the landscapes in a phenomenal
riot of color.

It is difficult to pinpoint the best time to visit the desert during the spring
wildflower season, which generally occurs from March through June. But rest
assured, no matter wheowy visit the desert, there are always plants in

bloomo

Lynn Bremner, The Desert USA
http://www.desertusa.com
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Foreword

When one speaks of the desert, many things may come to
mi nd. Most think of that barren,
exaept for cactus and scorpions. tNwany wanto go there, much
less expect to find something valuable for life in the midst of these
harsh circumstances.

If you havepicked upthis book you may have been going
through some difficult periods dewilderment, testing, apathy, and
searching Often times the best way to describebewilderments to
say it is awildernesgourney.But do n @anbic!Many have walked this
path already and have laid down some giant guideposts for
follow. Look at it as ampportunity!God may be gently nudgingu
in the direction oprofoundand wilddiscovery.

In thisbookwe are attempting to showalationshipbetween
theseeminglybarren circumstances one may find themselves (often
portrayed and described as a dgsand the discovery of some
importantKingdomprinciples that one maytally miss otherwise.

God has used the physical and emotional wilderness
throughout history to teach His servants some important truths about
Himself and the way that His servarghould react and interact among
His peopleplan andultimatepurpos® which is theKingdom of God
God or Elohim recorded many of these eventghn Bible so that we
could glearsome hope in our circumstances, in a way that oafy
Father or Abbacouldreveal to udy means ofhese difficult
circumstances.

For most ofus, wemust make our way through
this journey.

What weattempthere isto blaze a firm, foundational path
from our own desert experiences and those recorded in the Bible, so
thatyou come to realize it is important to look for thdividual and
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highly personateachings that come fro@od througththe desert
experience.

We do not claim to have all the truth, nor all the answBILg.
what God has shaws through the Holy Spiritas changed our lives
beyond anything we could have hoped or imagin&ad if anyone
canput aside all of the mamade distractions arigten,the Spirit
will reveal amazing things about our relationsimg purposgeas
children of God.

We wo ntdot yloiue ltdés a difficuldt

to walk, much less to have the will to press forwamad be willingor
ableto learn somethingompletelydifferent than what you are

familiar. ltds tough enough | uhet t
desert.

As your calling t eadnlyausseaycb u
youobl I | e.arahvehtElhin, El Stadd@ite Lord God

Almighty)is here. And wherevétl Elyonis (The most Highest
Godé and in wiomwe alsohave the privilege to tlaAbba there is
|l ife in such abundance, youodl l
it!

This is why we call itThe DesertLife!

Ken and Hilda
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Chapter 1

Entering the DesertZone
The Twilight Zone?

What an odd place!

It wasnb6t that | ong ago that vy
counting your blessings, and admiring all the good things you had
done for Godand the many things in which God had blessgdu
were making all the right movespeaking all the right phrases, and
faithfully checking off your priority list of spiritual things to do for the
church.

Then something somewhere went
sure what it was.

It may have been a subtle shift in attitude. It rhiggve been
a slight change in your emotional outlodkmay have been
something that shattered your confidence that what you were doing
was nothing short of being out of the will of what God wantBdt
after what seems like a shattering of your owthfgou decided to
take agood,hard look around your spiritual landscape.

Maybe you werendédt surprised to
middle of demoralizing apathy. Then again, maybe you were. After
all, you used to be a champion of the faith!

The bestescription you can come up wiibr your life at the
mo me nt i sing méré thad goingitiorauggho t i oYos . O
come to realize that what you deaniliar with doing is nothing more
thanarituall t 6s not where you ,omegi ned
think possible

So how could this be?

Bewil der ment may set in when vy
much ldt in you to want to work in this scalled,fiministryd any
mor e. Y of pldyingethe tgameaaddo top it all ofh all
t hat 6 s | erferiselfosfarenypty soul f or

When you start searching for answers and instinctively look
for a way out, you find no path to escape your denil$gere are no

14



The Desert.ife Entering theDesert Zone

familiar truths or spiritual catch phrases that move you to the feeling
of well-being in this place

ltds a very odd pl ace!

You may even cry out to God with desperate prayers and

guestions, maybe even raising youl
the world is going on here!?0
Youdve been taught all your [

supposed to biem abundance here on eddtfiilled with contentment,
blessingswealthand joy in the things of the Lord. Yet here yodf

your sel f i nspihrei tmiadld|bearorfenfinesso,
to define.

Questions rage: fAHowisdid |I end
emptiness when | was doing all th
ADid | do something that God didn
ils it because of past sin?od

The questiongnaygo unanswered. Your daysaygo by
agonizing slow. With each tickf the clock, it just further emphasizes
the antithesis of your stalled spiritual joy. How can a child of God
find onsubhgloenésk i n

Youbve enterdd the desert zone

There you wer@ a fine example of what it means to give
your life to God You began your Christian journey with lots of
excitement, energy, and hope. But after years and years of the same
old, day in and day out routine, somehow you started to get bogged
down with the process of just trying to live everyday life. You got so
invol ved with the failures, the r
goodo that you somehow | ost sight
dependency. Very subtly you found yourself depending on your own
strength, abilities, knowledge, tradition, and othexpel e 6s opi ni
rather than God and the Word of Truth. You continued doing the best
you knew how. You tried to remain faithtue ve n when you d
feel productive.

In the beginning, itdéds al most
beautifully, step by step togethsith Jesus. There you were waltzing

e

15
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effortlessly with the music, letting yourself get caught up in the

moment. Round and round you twirled and swayed, closing your eyes

and getting lostim he beawuti ful musWhataand da
wonderfulworldb il 6ve made it to the big

God blessed and you could do anything . . . and be successful!

After a while you open your eyes and discévgou seem to
bedancing alone!

When did that happen?

When you take a look around at the circumstancesuo y
amazement you areno6t even in the |
adornment and prominent people.

Instead of dancing, your life has turned into wandering. You
find yourself searching aimlessly through the endless paths of the
monotonous routines of dg life, looking for that original wonderful
bliss. Church life and all of its activities do not appeal to you
anymor e. I t 6s blotrdisn ga arnodu tpirneed i acnt d
no spiritualvigor,. To top it all off ,dyingau r ea
slow death of spiritual thirst!

Youdbve entered the desert zone

One day, or maybe after one long night, you come to the
realization that all the things Yy
building up the church body no longer seem to be ringingwirte
your inner spirit. In your private time, the Spirit keeps whispering
that there i® whole lotmore to being a Christian than what you are
doing. When you try to adjust your ministry to the newly discovered
insight that God is revealing, you find yself at odds with the
Asystemd and with your fellow bel
in the mire, not being able to move forward. Like quicksand, the
more you struggle the deeper you sink in frustration. Life begins to
feel | i kéonytobus. cllasdisngdt al et 6s | & tp
Beside§ i t 6 s r e aviodt go ndt endeestand what you are
going through.You continue doing the things God wants you to do,
despite ovewhelming feelings of scorn, but the tide of opposition
finally drives you into isolation.

16



The Desert.ife Entering the Desert Zone

In the church, where you once sought refuge from the world,
you discover that it is nothing more than a social club, where people
jockey for power and position. The gathering of yourselves together
to encourage one another tendbéamore along the lines of
entertaining one another, rather than seeking God.

You ask yourself, AHow could t
example of the early church of Ac:
You cry out to God.

Therebs a si gangd.otsdys st uck in th

fYoubve entered the desert zon

The Questions

. These aréamiliar scenarios we argoming acrossver and
over again irthe lives of Christians we meé&the devastation and
surprise that tags along with thesesarios demanan investigation
as to why we as Christians have sometimes ended up in what appears
to be spiritual ruin and despagropng for answers to thiseeming
abandon

As Hilda and | searched for some guidelines and help with our
own spiritual barrenness and sonfiehe despair that drowns modern
Christianity, we didndét find much
through agonizing harsh criticism and endless intellectual babble
between those searching and proposing change in the way we do
things, and those wanting hold fast to traditional surroundingd/e
found no real ministry to thoslying in their faith

There was much in abundance fo
experiences in the traditional vi
this society where much of tiseiccess stories are described in terms
ofisuccessf ul s | atheie was littte to be fbuad od r a g o
even wanting to mention an éarrassing issue that may imply
Aweari ness wifromhur tradittonablCGhristipo leaders.

17
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The whys and whefores of the situation and sympathetic
help in these times of troubleeremeager We kept asking ourselves,
Als this somet hfomugtogotheough&od or dai |

Quite frankly, the answers that some have triedefendare
oftensurrounded in ngtical and uncharterrain To those of us
who experience this journgiy almost feels like we are being
spiritually and emotionally torn apart, tested beyond what seems
beanble

Some insight about what God may be doing in the lives of His
childrenisthemuclneeded fABal m of Gileado t
seek. It seems to us as if there are just too many Christians passing
through some kind of spiritual barrenness in their walk with Ghrist
more so than what we are led to beli@wue just ignore the diject
and let our spiritual life hang in the balance of intellectual and
philosophical controversy.

Hilda and | prayed earnestly to God to help us in our time of
need. We agonized with our search and wondered if there was any
hope for the famished Christia We were frustrated with the general
non-personal approach to struggling souls in most realms of the
AChristiard church. We were told that Christians were victorious,
joyful, and did not question authorityve were &pectedo toe
traditionaldenominabnal lines and not rock the boatVe were
gripped in the feelings of guilt for our struggles and feared retribution
from the established devout. Still our struggles intensified and we
found ourselvestill groping forhonestanswers that were no longer
explained away with traditional psychobabble.

The Answers

We now realize that only Goauld really explain what was
going on in ouindividual spiritual lives For every individualtiis a
deeply personal journegndit is nothing to take lightly James 1:5
says,

18
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AConsider it pure joy, my brother
of many kinds, because you know the testing of your faith

develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work

so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking in

anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God,

who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will

be given to him.o

In our own personal interpretation here, what we see is that to
anyone who may be facing some difficult trials (wleetihbe
circumstances, persecution, or seeking truth), there is a work going on
in us that is folour maturity and completioim our spiritual insight
into the purpose and Kingdomf God. We areactuallybecoming the
person God wantssto be. This is Were we need to start looking for
answers. It is an invitation to come to the throne of God and ask for
Him personallyto show us what we need to know.

Jamegoesontosayi But when he asks he
not d dhishstespécially interestywhenwe look at it from the
standpoint of looking for truth-or if we read further it sayf, H e
[ God] chose to give us birth throl
mi ght be a kind of fir sAlhoighthist s o
specificallywasaddressed ttheiJewish Tribes scattered throughout
the regiom, what we believe this to mean fos in general is that God
has given us a mind angiickenedspirit (a reasoning spiritual
capacity that nothing else in cre.
teaching andTlhger avdbattblasi pbght 8d i n
youeéo (We knoW thal Jesus Christ is the Living Wd¢dd
1). Couple this with the promise of the Holy Spdith The Spi ri t
T RUT Hahn 14:17) to be our counselor and guideth@ Word of
truth(John 16:13)i t 6 s n o t sed whalantesisrythg to get
at here.

Let us not take lightly the AW
us through our experiences, the Holy Spirit, and the Scriptures (The
God breathed historical writingkat are chalked with wisdom and
useful forRTmm&axdDHindgéeet us not tur
t he t(2Tn. #4). GODwill teach us what truth is. We must
not doubtGod (James 1:6) He gives u$i Wsdond to understand

19
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what He wants us to heawe mustbefi Qui ¢ k (teadydnd st e n
willing), slow to speakforget your philosophical mumbomboand

traditional spiritual rhetoric and slow to become angfyd on 6t be s
quick tobe angry at whatrought you here1:19). One last
thingétjetids snemnrtddét hdc RP&OWHAT HE
SAYS!o(1:22)

The Rally Cry

Come with us foramomentahdet 6 s | ook t o tho
wandered this desert trek before us. They hiiseovered some
amazing truths about God and haeene interestinghings to sayo
us Let6s examine what God has r e\
study past and presentrppectives. There are answers hérkere
may even be some hiddanswersn our pleas and prayers o0
seeningly far away God, for a deeper unskanding and relationship
with our Creator. Then again, maybe all of this turmoil is because of
our unjustified expectations of what Christianity is all about.

What we strive for in this book; what we pray for each
believer that encounters these streggbhnd what we earnestly desire
for all who dare walk the path of the desert with us that they will
ultimately and humbl y thetue @dane fispi
from God and God alone.Those of us who have been through this
journey, and thosef uswho still may havenuchmore to learn, have
some integsting perspectives on thisvelation from Goéndthis
souksearching pilgrimage.

This is what we would like to believe is the beginning of a
spiritual turning point in the Body of Chri€fhe Real Churchand
her relationship with the Creator. As veteran missionaries and lay
workers, this is our humble viewpoint on precepts that God has taught
us through our own desert journey that we would like to share with
anyone struggling wiih a difficult crises. We write to mature
Christians who cling to their faith and will not let go of God, but find
themselves in a bazaar place struggling with their circumstances or
issues that seem to fly in the face of traditional perceptions. We write

20
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to thosenew in the faith to learn of God that which He has to teach
them through the Spirit of Truth and the washing of the WWefdre
tradition and culture has a chance to sink their claws into the fresh
faith of a new born believer.

One other thing, thisisnat Ahow t o0 book
ourselves out of the spiritual doldrums. Thisasualy afir al | vy
to persevere, cling to the faith, and lookZod aloneasorchestrating
a grealtife changing perspectivé ogether we will discover that there
is reallif e in the spiritual desert This is the pl
excavation. Here is whef@od chisels away at yfrming usinto
living stonesuseful to the Masteand perfectly fit into the Body of
Christ God is buildingHis house, and He wants us to be pdiit!

AféYou also, like living stone
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God
1 Peter 2:5
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Chapter 2

A Visitords Guide to t
9 YouareHere:

You are looking out your spiritual window and all you see
i sésand and rock. ltés a barren
dry. It seems lifeless. You are slowly dying of spiritual thirst. The
path was winding and slow to get here, but here yeunanetheless
on the road to what you feel is fi
You know you were meant for somethimgpre meaningful
something with grandeur written all over it. Somehow, God seems
cruel and unjust.
Living in guilt and despair, you realize you seenb¢o
carrying a burden. What that burdenignot clear. Life is barren,
rocky and meaningless. Everything you were once familiar and
comfortable with is now lost in the sands of time and just an echoing
memory of what once was.
Thisisanunfriendly | onesome pl ace. The
ani mal so0 here!

€ Welcome to the deserBo, what do you do now?

Some of us in utter frustration will throw our hands up, give
up, and walk away vowing to never return to any spiritual resilience.
Some of us in feaof reprisal and expulsion will continue on living
day in and day out behind the mask of Chrisfathfulness ta man
made Churcimachine. While hiding behind smiles and empty
phraseswe arehoping and praying no one ever finds us out to be a
phony, not really believing thathe system we are stuckisof God.
Some of us in defeated humiliation and deep depression will find no
hope for tomorrow and consider spiritual suicide. Some of us will
look for ablative alternatives from outdated prograonsearchto
discover new onesSome of uwill seek to fill the void left from a
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broken spirit with worldly things. Whatever dreams we once had of a
thriving, vibrant ministry have now all been dashed to pieces!

é Welcome to the deser8o, what do welo now?

Questions about God swirl with endless repetitighVhy is
God so cruel® iWhere is the victory® fiWwhat did | do to make God
so mad at ma¥ iWhere is the joy® fiwhy does God reject me sn?
fiWhere is the Promised LarPWhy did God banisime here to the
desert®

Questions about truth and traditional perspectivek the
very foundations of our faithiiwhat is the true path of
righteousness?fiWhat is the true meaning of a ChristianfWhat is
real worship® i Whaye we so afraid dfeing wron@d fiwhy do we
doubt our c houwhahidfathd oct ri ne?

é Welcome to the deserBo, what do we do now?

Our Journey Starts Here

May we make a suggestion here?
really do know. Search your heart and we beliggu will find these
truths to be selévidentand obvious, although now it may just be a
whisper.
First of all, God loves us That s a good pl a
1 John 4 does a really good job of illustrating that. It says,
iGod i sltgoesonekayi He r e i nNoti tigat we mwee .
God, but because He fir Rdadil. oved u!
Drink it in.
Secondly, we also know that God is omniscient. He knows

everything!(1 John 3:20b)Hebrews 4:13 also saystliat her e i s
nothingh creation that is hidden fron
So with these facts in order,
around in the desert, it hasnot e
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because we know He loves us, it meanswhetteveiHe may allow
us to go throgh is strictly for our own good beneflRom. 8:28).

With these things in mind | eto
circumstances surrounding our situation, and see what that may reveal
to our hearts.

Whenwe find ourselve# the barren desert of spirititsd we
may be perplexed as to how and winyare here. Circumstances
may be confusing and reasons may seem far away, but trust us, it is a
good place to be. God will usiee desert to focusur mind and heart
to be receptive to the thingee need to hea The desert strips away
any obstacles or hindrances that distract us from hearing the Spirit of
Truth.

A Count ibtotheslahd sigtarsy tdo know that Godel®
usenough to satisaside ina sort of sanctification procegs letusin
onsomgood news about the Kingdom.
will be something refreshing; it wibe something really exciting:
somethingve may have heardalur | i fe but havenot
hold of just yet.

2 Thessalonians 2: 13 says that weehlbgen chosen from the
beginningit o be saved through the sanc
bel i ef i Mostliketywdhavae bebn. sét apart in the desert
as a direct results of the Spirit who wants to reveaktouthd truth
about who God is ahwho we are!

How do we know this? Because the Scriptijtes God
breathed historical recordgjescribe to us many stories of God
revealing Himself in truth to saints in the deséntthese Scriptures,

God will reveal the things we need to know.

L edthink about this one tremendous aspect for a just
moment. He not only chose us, He also saved us. He did it through
the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit and belief in the truth. What is
the truth? The Word is Truth! For the Word is G@itthn 1:). The
Word became flesfl:14) and we have seen that Glory, and His name
is YeshugJesus), Go d §1s29).SoFno.r God so | oved
that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believes in Him,
shall not peri sh Db311@) THataswrethira er n al
nutshell.
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Getting back to our 2 Thessalo
14 that the reason God chose uswasthdtwei ght share in
of our L or d Odce agairs ke€pimg all these truths in
mind, look at versé&o6:

iMay our Lord Jesus Christ himsel
who loved us and by His grace gave us eternal

encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts

and strengthen you in every good

Since we have been chosen and separated f®ivetinning,
and have been blessed to be enaged and strengthered et 6 s | i f
up our head and see that the Lord is good. Let us sing with the

psalmisti The LORD has done great thi ng
joy. Restore our fortunes, O LORD, likes eams i n (Molne Ne ¢
have probably guessed already that the Negev is the southern desert
region of Israef’

This desert is a good place to bBod wants us to be here for
a very good reason.

God Wants to EncourageUs

Sowe may have found owgelvesin thewildernessbe
encourageélr ej oi ce! It is a good thing
lovesud He always has! He always will!

Isaiah. 65:10say$y Shar on will become a |

and the Valley of Achor a resting place for herds, fopegple who

s e e k Thigvall@y ofAchor(which means troubft) in whichwe
find ourselveswill become a Valley of HopgHosea 2:1415). And

God will make this desert wilderness a comfortable resting place for
all His people who seek Him.

I s n jod like thie Rose of Sharon, the Lily of the Valley to
meetusin the desert to make it a plof refuge and strength? Has
our hears not already been stirred and encouraged to know that
YeshugJesus)vants the VERY BEST faus?

Remember Psaims23i The Lord i s my Shept
me lie down in green pastures. He restores my&oulvelwbuld for
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a moment think like a sheep (and you can probably say we resemble
them in many ways), it must be somewhat frightening and frustrating
for the sheepatbe separated from the rest of the herd so that the
shepherd can administer healing or grooming. Not knowing what is
happening can be upsetting.

Now look atour situation in these same eyes and see how

God wantsto giveiss o me per s on a ltbedrighteged,t i on .

dismayed or angryYeshuds the good Shepherd.

God has not leftisor forsakerusin any way. He has leas
here for a purpose not many will be exposedwe have been set
aside to be taught some great truths about Géehave been
separated by Gwodytearshovaderitie anadkind thea t
Good Shepherd is.

Be encouraged! The Deserbigrrefuged for God ishere!

Am

Notes:

1. Yeshua is the Hebrew name of Jesus.

(Joshua) which meansaweh savesSee names of Jesus,
www.hebrew4christians.com

2. FromWikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Negev

3. Achor- trouble, a valley near Jericho, so called in consequence of the
trouble which the sin of Achan caused Israel (Josh. 7:24,26). The
expression "valley of Achor" probably became proverbial for that which
caused trouble, and when Isaiah (Isa. 65:10) refers to it he uses it in this
sense: "The valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down in;" that is, that
which had been a source of calaynivould become a source of blessing.
Hosea also (Hos. 2:15) uses the expression in the same sense: "The valley
of Achor for a door of hope;" that is, trouble would be turned into joy,
despair into hope. This valley has been identified with the Wady Kelt.

This entry incorporates text from Easton's Bible Dictionary, 1897, with some
modernization.
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Chapter 3

Paths that lead to the Desert

To learn more about the journey thad facein thedesertjn
our mindsit is good to retraceur steps to howve got here in the first
place. There are many paths that may busip the desert. No one
path is the same for every Christian. Churches, ministries, cultures,
circumstances, and situations are all different. But there are a few
things that ring trueni most of these situations. Here are a few
examples of how the road may turn toward a directiemay have
never thought it would go.

Do any of them sound familiar?

Losing our First Love

One of the most common themes is that many times our lives
areso full of programs and responsibilities, trying to be all things to
all people, we loose sight of the original intent or our foged God.

Christians at one time or another serving in some kind of
capacity in the church or ministry will finithenselves in this placef
apathywheretheythoughtwe would never be.

We look back to whenve first became Christians and revel in
the joy and elation of a new found faith and forgivené¥g.swear
like Peter thatve would never forsakeurfirst love, and wuld die
first beforewe brought shame to the name of ChristhaMeshiactt

But we look around and findurselves in the hot, barren, dry
terrain of what seems to be spiritual ruin. Time seems to stand still
and the blessings of God seem far, far awAyends have no words
to comfort. Things that once brought satisfaction, now only bring
pain. Unbelievablywear e t empted to fAcur se

It gets to be an endless cycle of doing things, pleasing people,

G

and being dependarbyl emad nlelsls 6o fj utshte

businesas usual Forget about the minisdyi t j ustdorson bt

it seems. But we keep telling ourselves that IT IS ministry because
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we are doing so wel/l and being su
ibeing busyo.

But deg down we know we are just going through the
moti ons. l'tds all dry and barren
for our souls. We retreat behind the mask of everything is OK, and
God is still good and in controWe even try and reassure ourselves
that because we are busy doing an ordained program of some sort,
God will bless.

It may evenbe behind the camouflage of praise music and
hallelujahs that we are still groping for answers to a meaningless order
of worship and activities that drive us funtldown the highway of
despair.

We tell ourselves that what we dotuallymatters in the
Kingdom, even though we feel like our life is a sham. Our spiritual
life is a dusty trail of weary activities and road signs that tell us our
promised land is gettg further and further from oyrath

We arrived in the desert in a spiritual trance, not knowing how
we got here or even what brouglg here.

But hereis wherewewill begin tofind ourselve6 or bet t er
putd find God!

Feeling Useless

The desert mayamne through a feeling of uselessnéys.
may be a person of many good gifts and talents from ®éelknow
these giftare from God, and really when it comes down to the bare
truth: we only want to use these talents to further the Kingdom.

Yet it seems tat every timave try to use them, there just
d o e s andtb be sy steady outlat fruitful successromour gifts.
Doors close; ministries move on to other talent; contacts and
opportunities dry up.

We mayend up in reaningless jobs that belittteir self
worth, and do not lais useour creative skills.We may begin tdeel
frustrated, rejected, worthless, untalented, and unhappy.
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The thought of usingur gifts and talents that once brought
such joy and satisfaction now only brings pain. Cingl all onto
the garbage pile is very temptirand we find ourselvasarely
clinging to a hope that God will still findsuseful someday!

Andyet here is Wwerewefind what it means to
completely give everything back to God atap
using Histalerts for our own glory

Being hurt by the Organized Church

Hilda and | have been running into people from all walks of
life that havdeft their ministry or church, sharirtheir story of being
emotionally traumatizedurt, and frustratedy the organize church.

Grantedthere are always two sides to every story, but more
and more we find people who are struggling because of what they feel
were unjust political upheavals in the chynsbwer struggles
between congregatiorandleaders and pastors thatve caused
massive damage and trauma in dihganized church

It is not the aim of the book to point fingers and place the
blame on any onthing, organization, otraditionalchurch; but one
point of this book is to explore theanyissues thamaycause
someone to wander the desert in search of answers for their troubling
guestions of why these things must happen in institutions that are
supposed to represent Christ.

One can find answers\feare willing to listen to what God
has to say

Many have beemown this path of church splits and ugly
control issues that have rippedapart emotionally. Perhapse all
have felt the sting of selfislmbitionin the churchHrom thosewho
feel they must lord over everyone with their limited views of God, and
force everyone to conform to theiwn cultural bias and traditional
slant.

Hilda and | have been down this path aralired how
devastatingt wasto our faith andhow it radically changed owiew
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of organizedeligion. This path is treacherdusVe leanedthat there
can be no unity in the Body of believers until lovéirisly lifted
supreme in all that we sago,and promote.Christ must become the
true head of the Body.

As we struggle with these issueswhatthe church is really
meant to beandwherethe churcmeeds to be in our ever changing
society,we need toealize there are no simple answers tedimsues
that have herdeds off into the sands of the deselt.is important to
note that aly God can lead usiio the valleys of greener gtares and
true ministry throughthe power of the Holy Spirit

But f ohereimoherdeseis where God can begin to
teach us, and show us the true pattkeepingn step with the Spirit

Temptation

We may find ourselves in the desert after waimdgdown the
path of temptation.

We mayhavebesenweary and weak, antbnsequentlyell
into the charms of the world. Findilgirselveglisgraced and no
longer approved bgur peers, supporters, or congregativa,may
haveendedup resigning fronour ministry.

The once prominent positiame enjoyed is no longer
accessible tos We awake to find all the blessingg had learned to
depend on in theraditionalChristian world have evaporated into the
desert sun. Finding an oasis seems hopeless.

Maybea circumstance befallssin whichwe havehadno
control, andve feel unjustly selected for chastisemeWie can find
no comfort in the Gurch orin fellow believers.Our once faithful
friends abandons. We may feelostracized, criticized, and
scrutinized.

The path is rocky ande find no comfort or consolation
from God. If only God would just provide a little shade from the hot,
burning sun, life would be a little more bearable. But there are no
places to hide from the blazing sun that merciledslys up any hint
of refreshing shade.
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We maysearch for anything that will dull the pain and make
us forget aboubur situation.We stumble down the path of what
ot hers say are Wedayndttuofrgreget 0éb
circumstances remingsevery dy, every hour, every minute thae
are in the desertWe entertain thoughts of being the poster child of
il oserso in the game of Christian
But interestingly enoughwe find ourselvestill clinging to
the only hopave haved God!
Still holding on fordear liféd herewe are in the desertAnd
here we find a God who loves us and wants to teach us about abiding
in His love.

Pain

Maybe itdés an endless cycle of
usonto the desert path. After countless tests, drugsliaisiwe still
arenot well. Chronic pain gripsur body and will not letisgo.
AWhy must we suffer so0?0
We cry out toGod, but receive no answersdor torture. We
feel betrayed bpur doctors, but guilty for not having enough faith for
God to heals
AWhy wondédt you heal wus, God?0
We begin to wonder if all this time the sickness was an
imaginary trick of the brain, angle end up shakingur fist at God
demanding an antidote.
ASur el y GaudbodietZn he al
But the torment slowly drags onydafter day
AHow | on®, O God!
Our path is dark, dim, and pounded with the excruciating
slowness of the ticking of the clock. Trying to move wa/find
ourselvesstanding still withinour misery in this timeless, forbidden
place.
Godds wogrdage AiMy sufficiento i
the pain. It just seems to facilitate more agony.
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Herewe ared in what looks like an endless deseBut here
iswherewe | earn what it means to trus
God always has a reason!

Spiritual Th irst

Still some of us mawander up a steep path of spiritual thirst,
only to find whatwe thought was the pinnacle of divine ecstasy is
nothing but a desert wasteland. It is an uphill climb that is driving
usto a more profound relationship with Godl/e earnestly desire a
faceto-face encounter with the eternal Creator, Ylabwehof Mt
Sinai. But the difficult path leadssnot to a glorious and shining
audience with the Lord, but to a destitute place of silence and dryness.

Wecr vy, A WiwhyGad® you so silent
you grant me my prayer?0

All we hear is the deafening silence of the desert.

The presence of God eludes or so it seems.

It is herein the deserthatwefind out aboutourselvesand
our true motives of wanting God.

The Reality Check

OK. This is a reality check.

It looks like there may be no way out of where these paths
have brought us. Is this the end? Is this where we cast off our cloak
of religion and look for other ansveo our growing questions and
uneasiness about God, our ministry, the church, or ourselves? Is this
the end of the line for our own spirituality and doing things for the
sake of the call? Is this where most of us endl thpowing our lives,
our desires, andur dreams on the rubble pile of unworthiness and
forsakenness? Il s this where we ¢
than aybodyelsco e f or e me! 0

YES!
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This isactuallythe very moment we need literally do these
t hings! I 't 6s ivtedrsy nhoar d htaad eexapslya it
way can we always understand the mind of God. But we must try to
understand what we are going throughd why it iscrucial for our
spiritual well beingo continue to see this spiritual journey through.

The desd will call all who would seek to know God. Those
who want to understangho God iswhat He want$rom us, and who
need fresh enlightenment from His Wandly indeecheed to
thoroughlywalk these pathset before uslt is not an easy journey to
pass though the desg but pass through it we must, if we want to
truly lose ourselves and find what it means to live a life in total
abandonment foGod sitting at the feet oY eshuaand learning to
hear and obey His voice.

Through this desert journey, theld Spirit yearns to teaains
about things irour own life that needs to be stripped away before God
can reveal Himself and His Kingdomusin the way it was intended.

The ministry of the desert encourages us to see and hear
clearly the voice of the $jit of Truth who will guideusin all things
and teactusin all things that whichwve should know about God and
His Kingdom(John 16:1215).

The Desert Lifas filled with heart and soul searching. It
requires the stripping away of all preconceived natiabout God,
Christianity,religionand thenstitutionalchurch. The mamade
image of God may hinder us in our knowledge of a majestic,
awesome, and holy God. The cleansing power in the teaching we
receive through the illumination of the Holy Spinitcathe washing of
the Word in the desert prepare us to serve our wondrous God with
love and humility.

It is a difficult journey.

To cut loosehe very familiarandreligiousthingsthat hinder
usfrom growing and surrendering to God in the knowledge and
understanding of the Word of Truth is quite excruciating.

fiMust we all take this difficult journey through the desert if
we are to be used of Gaulf?Must God test our resolve, our hearts
andouf | esh to see i f we are worthy?
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Only God can answer the questions. But from what we read
in His Wordéwe are i n wgudtradelthio mp an
pilgrimage.

Have you ever noticed that most of the patriarchs and spiritual
|l eaders of the Bible went through
their naratives? It must have been for good reason that they did. The
Scriptures painstakingly recouthis theme, time and time again.

So rejoice! God i sheredodeach He 6
ussomething of profound importance.

Be stillandlistent Then you willknowd that He is God!

Notes:

1. haMeshiactis the Hebrew term for Messiah, or the anointed one. Christ or Cristos
isthe Greektermusedforhne anoi nted oMessigh.or in Engli st
http://www.hebrew4christians.coNdmes_of_&l/Yeslia/yeshuahtml see also
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wikBhristos
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Chapterd

The Significance of the Desert

AWhy do we c dhe Deseartlifé?® j our ney,
AWhy i s it twedMidersedsyhereweareg i n
wandering andearcingf or tr ut h?0
If onewasto study the etymology of the words for desert and
wilderness there is an interesting correlation to the Garden of Eden,
which seemso indicatethat anything outside of the Garden is
consi der ed f'tBeoausewi thedralllofdasisso .
would relatively placeus all outside the Garden, wandering in the
wildernesssearching foour given place back in the garden, where it
all started.In Hebrew, Eden can also be translated agitdee | iofg ht 0
God.
Keep that concept in mind, becawsge believe thain the
spiritual realmGod is leading us all back to the original intent of
creation and back to where it all begtrat is dwelling together in the
house of Godvithin the Garden

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is
destoyed, we have a building from God, an eternal
house in heaven, not built by human hakNeanwhile
we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our
heavenly dwelling® because when we are clothed, we
will not be found naked.For while we are in thisent,
we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to
be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our
heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by lif€. Now the one who has fashioned
us for this very purpose is Go@ho has giverus the
Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to cote.

2 Corinthiansb: 1-5

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and
strangers, but fellow citizens \
also members of his househd®built on the

foundation of the apostteand prophets, with Christ
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Jesus himself as the chief cornerstdién him the

whole building is joined together and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord? And in him you too are

being built together to become a dwelling in which

God lives by hiSpirit.d0 Ephesi-22ns 2: 19

In our physicatealm the desert is an interesting place when
seen from different perspectives. To most it is a vast wasteland where
evil resides and punishment is the due course of all who go there. To
others it is a spitual oasis of learning about life. To some it is an
allegorical reference to the world in which all sojourners find
themselves on the journey to heaven.

For those who study Ecosystems, the desert provides a
stimulating education. Still to others, theywia call it home.

However you may see it, the desert is vivid in creation as well
a in revelation. Ecologists tel
t
When we explore the scriptures, one can see that a great deal
of writing is given to desert imagery and desert experiences.
According to Charles Nienkirchen of Tyndale Seminary:

ifGod has written two "books"
19:1) and that of His revelation in the Bible. Both
show an abundance of desert imag,eB. 0

We would do well to pay attention to the desert and what it
might mean to us in light of the way God has revealed it, both
physically and spirituallyf=or here is where we just may find out
where we are going and why we are here!

The PhysicalDesert

Somemay not want to explore some material aspects of the
desertand to some it may be deemed a waste of time.it But
important to realize that what we may perceive, as to what the desert
really is, may not be anything like what our menta@g® may conjure
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up. So, if we mayd t tékea quicklook at the deserh the physical
realm where ve may learn something of importance.

The Environmental Literacy Council has an excellent
summary of the desert that is fascinating to discover:

Thesingle factor that distinguishes desert
ecosystems from other biomes is the minimal amount of
rainfall received annually (no more than 10 inches).
While most deserts are very hot during the day and cool
at night, desert biomes are also found in arctic, icy
regions. The severity and range of temperatures depend
on the locationaltitude and latitudeof the desert.

Unlike most other biomes, one desert may look
very different from the next, depending on its location.
The differences are usually accountedifomoisture,
temperature, soil drainage, topography, alkalinity, and
dominant plant species.

There are a few deserts around that world that are
too dry to support plant lifedeserts support a variety
of plants thatare well adapted for dry conditions.oT
conserve water, most desert plants have reduced leaves
or no leaves at all. Many of these reduced leaves have
further modified into spines or sharp needles, which act
as a deterrent to herbivores. Others plants shed their
leaves for most of the year teepent water loss, and
grow them only during brief moist periods. Most plants
have a very shallow root system, as well as deep tap
roots (up to 100 feet) to access rainfall and
groundwater. Plants found in the North American
desert that exhibit these adapibns include cacti,
yucca, Joshua trees, and sagebrush.

Desert animals are diverse, but all have
adaptations to avoid overheating and to conserve
water. During the heat of the day, many desert animals,
such as kangaroo rats and rattlesnakes, remain under
ground or return to shade periodically. Most desert
animals are small and often nocturnal, meaning they
hunt or forage only at night. Kangaroo rats and other
rodent species can extract water from the seeds they
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eat. Camels are the largedésert dwellingnammals
and have evolved to store large amounts of water as a
reserved *

The fascinating part is to see how God in creative
determination provided life also to a part of the earth that many call

Acursedo. Even in the matdldif of w
one chooses to do so, they can find life. It is not just small tokens of
biological 1ifeébut | arge ecosyst
call #fAharsh conditionso.

Although the desert can represent a hostile territory, to the
ones who live theg it can also represent a sense of community and a
Aliving presenceo. These Arabic |
domicile view of the desert.

fiFor many Arab poets, the desert is a convenient
trope for the failure of fulfillment, just as it has been fo
many Western poets. The tragedy of war, human
alienation and isolation, the absence of inspiriting
natural forces, and the inability to find a way to truth
are all imaged as desert. Yet the poets who created
these images were raised in or accustomedtydite.

The desert takes on a far different meaning for those
poets for whom the desert is not alien or foreign, feared
and to be viewed from afar. There are poets for whom
the desert is home.

The desert is how you live it. For Arab poets, the
desert inits presence or absence is power, but this
power takes different forms. For city dwellers, the
desert is death and decay, a sign of destruction, forced
exile, and a reminder of the absence of a homeland. For
Bedouins, desert dwellers, the desert is a ¢jvin
presence, a place for establishing community,
connection, and identity. In all cases, the desert is a
context, whether a life threar a life, and it has a
voi cce. fi

Life in the desert can be considered quite normal to some who
findawaytosurvivemd t hri ve. It seems to
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perspective. Our perspective can be changed by our circumstances
by what we have experwhatwehag. Wh a
been taught through that experience.

The Spiritual Desert

When we turn to neelation and what God has allowed for us
to glimpse and glean in his working with man, we find a sorted array
of stories and allegorical references to the desert.

As amatteroffaci Wi t hi n t he Bi bl-e, t he
present reality. One only nég to consider the geography of Israel, to
think of the Arabian Desert to the East, and the Ne§etai and
Egypt to the South.There is no way to get away from it. As we look
at this aspect of the desert, there begins to emerge a wide variety of
meanngful insights as to just what the desert may represent
spiritually.

Most often the desert is seen as a wilderness, where it is
pictured as cursed and demonizédA pl ace of desol at
and danger; where frightelsai ng, ra
13:20-22; 34:815).

Job 12:2425 statesthdi [ God] deprives the
earth of their reason and sends them wandering through a trackless
wa s t(Rsa 1®7:40)Jeremiah 174 says'Cursed is the one who
trusts i n man é lgachead places ofdhe delsdrt, inian  t h
salt land where no one livesTheeremosn Mark 1:4 was a desert
region traditionally viewed as the haunt of evil powefs Matt.
12:43; Luke 8:29; 9:24Y.

This view is widely accepted a
about the spiritual significance of the desert. That is probablywsy
hear it so often that one may say

circumstances and spirit life are in turmoil and/or stagnationweOr
may have hear d i tensandedinginfhé desed e | |
for so |l ong!o
In this case, the desert is usually a place where one does not
want to be.
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However, when we study scripture we can also find the desert
as a place of refuge and protection. David used the desert to his
advantagevhen hiding from King Saull Sam. 23: 14)

Look what he penned iRsa. 55: €8:
i O that | had the wings of a d«¢
and be at regt | would flee far away and stay in the
desert; | would hurry to my place of shelter, far from
thetepest and storm. o

In | Kings 19, we see Elijah running to the desert to avoid
confrontation with either himself or Jezebel. (We shall study this
further.) But in the desert, he is nourished by an angel; then sent on a
trek of 40 days and 40 nights ta.NHoreb (the mountain of
Godéal so Kk no wi9:8aand tidte met Byi Godahimself,

not in the storm, not in the eart|
smal | Voi ceo. Here i s where he i
what to do nex{19: 9-18).

Letds move back in history a |

of all the desert trekkers himself, Abraham. Now Abraham and his
wife Sarah had to travel through the desert from Ur of the Chaldeans,
then Heran and finally to the Promised Hari Canaan.(Gen 11: 31
7 12:5)

We find it interesting that actually the land of Canaan is
considered an arid region in itself. Yes, there are pockets of fruit
producing areas and valleys suitable for herding sheep and goats
scatteredhroughout the llad (especiallyowards Jordan), but if
youbdve ever been there, we think
would be considered desdiite.

The Hebrew words used for desert are varied, but for the most
partacommon word found in thBentateuch passages@énesis and
Exodusis midbar, and actually means "pasttgeound; an open tract
for pasturage anchore correctlytranslated adwilderness where it is
used of the country lying between Egypt and Palestine. The word
denotedia country without settled inh@hnts and without streams of
water, but having § dediffepeatpartsiaf a ge
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the wilderness often were describiegteby their names, which in turn
described the degree of harshness of the area.

The other interesting mention ire@esis 13 is when Abraham
and Lot decide to split up and
It is stated that quarreling between the herdsmesalveady festering
(13:7). So Abraham, being the man of faith that he was, gave Lot a
choice as to wheriee wanted to go.

Lot looked out over toward Jordan and saw that it was well

watered. Genesis even says it was

must have been beautiful.
But the thing we want to really take notice of is that Abraham

was obviously lefvi t h t he Anot so well wate

land of Canaaf13:12) That was the land God said He would give to
him and bless him in.
We find this very interesting. This seuiid, deserike

wilderness area wd8s the fApromised

There isa verse or two in Hosea that rings true to this theme.
Hosea 2:14gives this tender invitation to Israel:

.. ."Therefore | am now going to allure her; | will lead
her into the desert and speak tenderly to her. There |
will give her back her vineyardand will make the
Valley of Achor (Valley of Trouble) a door of hope.
There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the
day she came up out of Egypt.".

Take notice something with us here if you would. Take a
close look . . . It say$i T HRE [in the desert] | will give back her
v i n ey a&otideghatdhe Valley of Trouble would become the
ADoor of HOPE! 0o

If you look at the desert from this perspective, we think you
would agree that the desert is not always pictured as a cursed, demon
possessed, uninhabitable trackless waste. It is also a place of refuge,
solace, instruction and blessing.

The desert can be a place of tremendous spiritual blessing and
hope if we woull just take the time to listen, study, explagad drink
in the wondros things God wants to teach us.
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In Isaiah, chapter 35: 1, it say3he desert and the parched
land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossorn'lsaiah
43:18ffitsaysfi For get t he former things,;
See, | am doing aew thing! Do you not perceive it? | am making a
way in the desert and streams i n
people, my chosen, the people | formed for myself that they may
proclaim my praise.o

When we look at the spiritual significance of theatgst
really becomes a magnificent picture of the goodness of God. Think
about it. What was needed to get to the Promised Land?

I n Abrahamés 6dase¢e hit nwaEoddoai ph
faith in Godbs goodness!

I n I srael 6s c asdEgyplthestripturesey ¢ a
tell us that GOD led them through the deg¢Ext 13: 1718). It was
for good reason.

First of all, we read that God
yet, or they might change their minds and return back to Egypt.

Secondly, ¢ al so wanted to take car
drowning them in the Red Sea.

Thirdly, we read in Exodus 14:17 that the underlying reason
for the entire desert trek was so that GOD would gain glory through
all of it. The desert trek was a means for Godeceiwe His rightful
glory and honofor the great thingHe was doing for IsraelAbove
all, He wanted lIsrael to know that is was God who was doing these
things.

This is a picture peetct snapshot of the ways of God!

Was it for the benefit of teel? Yes. Was it for their spiritual
good to see this happen? Yes. But most 6f &DD received glory
for who He is and for what He had done.

Considerthe Hebrew word® 6 Mi dlbissafamiliar term to
the Rabbinic traditiomeaningi b e i n gwildemesa ifmoeder to
receive thdeachingsf God.

The Rabbis discussed why God s
wi | d e r(vunebesss:1.Raba taught that when people
open themselves to everyone like a wilderness, God
gives them the ToralBabylonian Talmud Nedari 55a.)
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Similarly, a midrash taught that those who do not throw
themselves open to all like a wilderness cannot acquire
wisdom and Torah.

The Sages inferred from Numbers 1:1 that the
Torah was given to the accompaniment of fire, water,
and wilderness. Anthe giving of the Torah was marked
by these three features to show that as these are free to
all people, so are the words of the Torah; as Isaiah 55:1
states, fieveryone who thirsts,
(Numbers Rabbah 1:7.)

Another midrash taught that iféhTorah had been
given to the Israelites in the land of Israel, the tribe in
whose territory it was given would have said that it had
a prior claim to the Torah, so God gave it in the
wilderness, so that all should have an equal claim to it.

Another midrah taught that as people neither sow
nor till the wilderness, so those who accept the yoke of
the Torah are relieved of the yoke of earning a living;
and as the wilderness does not yield any taxes from
crops, so scholars are free in this world.

And anothe midrash taught that the Torah was
given in the wilderness because they preserve the Torah
who keep themselves separate like a wilderness.
(Numbers Rabbah 19:26%

Keeping all of this in mind, we think that it is also easy to see
why the desert hasish vivid allegorical implications in our own life
today. Thesedesert trials are not just for testing and obedience, they
are also foour instruction, so that wiearnthat God must receive His
rightful place andjlory.

When we look at the modern dayamgelical teaching, not
much emphasis is given to desert experiences and the significance of
spiritual renewalinstructiona nd Go d 6 givepthroughh e s s
means of the desexkperience If anything, modern day instruction
comes through the guiles @ligious institutions and the clergy.es,
we have revival servicahat emphasize emotion and outward
expressions of spiritual renewdalut the focugor the flockis more
towards victorious living, rather than discovering God.
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If one studies it close)ythey will find that some of the
clouded reasons of avoiding the desert are because obtedays o c i et
being so f ociuwierdg @ nraditpseiegewrt tithes n
of soul searching and spiritual humbleness.

Yes we have retreats, but once agairsually focuses on
victory experiences and not a stripping away of the man made idols of
religiosity and seHmotivation. It is understood that in this day and
age, success is measured in advances, not retreat.

It is our opinion this has lead to detating negative results
with many of the todayés pastors,

We must look at the desert in a different light.

Consider Moses before he led the Children of Israel out of
Egypt. Heencountered Yahweh at the burning bush in the desert.
Consider Jesus being sent to the desert to face temptation, Satan, and
physical denial. He &ted for 40 days in the dese@onsider The
Israelites wandering in the desert, being taught over and over again
the goodness of Godeuteronomy8 says thewere led there to be
humbled. The great provider always took care of their needs. He
provided water. He provided bread. He provided meat. He protected
them from their enemies, and He even dwelt among thsa. 78:19.
s a yGan Gofl spread atableinh e d eThey wdrednithe
desert classroom for 40 yedios our example 40 YEARS!

An allegoricalaspect of the desert can be seen by the stories
of Jonah and the Prodigal son. Consider the scriptures that can be
found that allude to this also ihg book of JobConsider John the
Baptist. He was the voice crying in the wilderness. Yet the
wilderness here was a plasbere one went farepentance.

* * *x *x * * %

The ones that seem to understand the mystical desert
experienceas sen in Sripture have a vivid historandemphasize
the practice of a period of retreafhis withdrawal igo find purpose
and fulfillment in God and God alone. The desert ties in significant
imagery to helgocus, andring the point across.
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The Significance of the Desert

We ranacross a book by Belden C. Lane (Theological Studies

and American Studies/St. Louis Univ.) callédT h e

Landscapes: Exploring Desert

Sol

ace

This book enables one to discover why the Bible
so often speaks of the desantd mountains as places
of spiritual insight and growth. He is a storyteller who
finds in desert and mountain landscapes stimulation of
the imagination, which leads to self illumination.

The central argument of the book is based upon a

mystical traditonh at Auses the i magery

threatening places as a way of challenging the ego and
leaving one at a loss for words. If we cannot know

Goddbds essence, we ea@nnhest and

high mountain, in the lonely desert, at the point where
terror gives wayto wonder. Only there do we enter the
abandonment, thegnosia that is finally necessary for
meeting God. o

This tradition is based on the thought that less is
more. Preachers and theologians often succumb the
temptation to say more than they really kretvout
God. In so doing, they put God into a box of their own
making that has little or no resemblance to God as he
is. They are like the fellow who had nothing to say but
insisted on saying it any way.

The desert and mountain speaks of the self

emptyingé God and of Christos
one can see or fully comprehend

to comprehend the majesty of the divine ends up

confessing with Job, 61 have

understand, things too wonderful for me, which | did
notkomw (Job 42:3).060 AGod
emptiness, by those who come in love, abandoning all
effort to control, every
the Bible is ever an elusive one. The only guarantee of

an

need

divine availability ieat Godds

to those who empty themselves in perfect trdst.
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Dr. Lane bringsimi met aphori cal pictures
doubling as both reality and symbol on the interplay between nature
and sPirit.o

This searching for God through the desert is not anything
new. And please note that it is not the goal of this book to exptore
espouse any history practice of asceticismyhethergoodor bad.

Wejustwant to emphasize that the spiritual significance of
the desert should not be overlooketi.h at 6 s call hADesere
Lifed The desert cansher ina time of purposand instructiorthat
tends teempy ourselves so we caruly catchagl i mpse of God
glory and love, as well as give answers for our rightful place in His
gloriousdwelling, of which we shihcall, the Kingdom!

Notes:

1. http://enwikipediaorg/wiki/Garden_of Eden

2. Desert Ecosystem®nviroliteracy.org. The Environmental Literacy Council

3. Anglicans for RenewaCanadamagazine, Winter 2000 issue.

4. Desert Ecosystem§he Enviromental Literacy Council, ©2002
enviroliteracy.org.

5. Arabic literaturg by Maysa AbotYoussef Hayward
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/imideast/cuvim/arabic_lit

6. The Image of the Desert as Point of Reference for Spiritulafitgicnish,
www.opensourdbeology.net

7. The Bible Knowledge CommentaNew Testament EditiphValvoord and Zuck
editors,Victor Books 1983
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10.

11.

12.

13.

%AOOI 1806 " E AivwhsacseBitéxd.Boml AOU

Catholic EncyclopedigDesert (In the Bible)
oce.catholic.com/index.php?title=Deserin (the_Bibley

Weunderstand that Canaan or modern Palestine has beautiful gardens and land
where sheep can graze and fruit trees can grow, especially in the two valleys that
run north and south, one along the Mediterranean coast and the other along the
Jordan River. Between these farmlands are many small mountain ranges suitable
for raising sheep. Deserts lie to the east of the Jordan and to the south and west of

the Dead Sea. (See the American Bible So
www.bibleresourcecenterg for more information.) But for the most part, the

area has always been very arid, especially in the dry summer season. This is not

to say that it is all a desert, but you could argue that it is ddiert Especially

when you compare it with Lotobes i n g twhaet efrveedlol | and toward

Bamidbar (Parsha)http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bamidbar_%28parsha%?29

The Solace of Fierce LandScapes: Exploring Desert and Mountain Spirifugfity
Belden C. Lane, Oxford University Press, New York, 1$88jiew written by Dr.
Robert M. Puckett

FromKirkus Reviews©1998, Kirkus Associates, LP.
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Chapter 5

Embracing Godds Love

There argust certain things that need to be studied before
anything else. If we faus on the deselite, we must consider the
love of God.

Love is a very important aspect of God that we must realize
before we experience iAbove all else, the one attribute of God that
must be understood is that God is Love. To visualize Godyin an
other light than that of His love is to completely misunderstand His
nature, His purpose and His Kingdom. To understand God is to know
love. To understand love is to know God.

Too many of the issues that relatgh us and our purpose
must be understabin this light. To the unenlightenethetdeseris
almost always viewed as punishmertas a result ahesevere
conseguences of silhis is definitely not the case, as we shall see
from Godds word.

The love of God is the missing element in moghef
scenarios of Goddéds work within thi
When we interact with Christians today, we see an alarming trend that
you cannot help but notic& hejoy of the Lordis missing. Most
seem burdened down with a sense of guilt andoutwness. They
almost look as if they have a 2p0und weight on their shoulders,
being overwhelmed with a tremendous burden.

fiWhere does thiburdencome from and how can we find
freedom®

fiHow can we restore the joy of our salvation?

This burden sems to be coming from a guilt trip associated
with a wrong view of God, and a wrong view of their standing in
Christ. Many times, if left unchecked, this backwards focus can lead
to spiritual ruin. God may have to take some unusual measures to
help us cane to a realization of who He is and what we are. He does
this in order for us to become more joyful and effectivelim
Kingdom. His paths may lead you into the desert for a closer
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inspection of His love, and to experience it in the realization of who
God is.
I f we find ourselves in the de
being punished. It is a tool that God uses to help us focus. He moves
us from our familiar surroundings and distractions so that He may
whisper His truths forustohearn t h at | I sy, apértfrerd s ma
the clutter and confusion of masometimes this may be the only
way wecanreally come tounderstand these truths.

AfCome to me, all you who are we:
and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and

learn from mefor | am gentle and humble in heart, and

you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy

and my burden is light." (Matt. 11:280)

Gododés Puni shmengallabout?s t hi s wh

| once had a f bdpanisiedbamkotime , i W
thewi | | ofHeGav&h30 ref erri ngdesero a r ece€
e x per i discipliaaior sdepping out of the will of God. He was
asking if the children of God are subject to troubles if they step out of
the will of God. He saithis first thoughts weraboutJob andvanted
to talkit out and understand it from a different perspective.

| f I remember correctly, Jobobs
Not because he had stepped out of the will of the Lord.

However, Jonah comes to mimgthen one thinks about
discipline

Now Jonahodés situati onsteppig a | i
out of the will of God. Thistorybeaswitness that a dedicated
servant who has been chosen to do a certaindhshguld do that
certainthingor he mi ght ehe& wp ®wiI phodl @w

Jonahl!l imagine that everyone who has ever crossed over the
threshold of a church has heard of the story about the big fish
swallowing Jonah. And three days later he gets vomited up on the
beach. Yuk!
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The reason Jonah ended up in thiéyla the whale was
because he was supposed to specifically do something forGaal!
told him to go to Nineveh and tell them to repent. Instead, he ran in
the complete opposite direction. Jonah basically told God "I'm not
going to Nineveh to tell theto repent, because if they do repent, then
youol!l be merciful and they wonot
told God, il don't want that to hi
You probablyremembesrnot her story of fdApr
we think abouthe parableof the prodigal son. As the story is told, he
wanted to |l eave the farm and go
money his father set aside for him. He wanted to live on his own, out
from underneath the provision and daily chores of his father. His
father let him go. He gave the son all his inheritance and off he went.
He lived large, partied hardypent all his cash, and ended up
literally in the trash heap. Hmded upghungry, miserable, friendless
and out of money. | guess you could say he wasiiousit r oub | e s ¢
Soéif we | ook at these stories
that i f we step out @dnishedhrei guiht P o
Well, it would seem that way, but | would like to take a look at things
from a totallydifferent perspctive.
Letdbs jump back to Job for a m
a little different. Godallows Jobto be puto the test.Because God is
pl eased with Job, he gets #fAtroubl
(Huh? Waitéshoul dndét that be
Ités true. Satan sal to God that there was NO way that
anyone could be as faithful to God as Job,Wds had worries and
Atroublesd. So God said, AOKéput |
happens. 0 So as the story goes,
after another.
Much tothe surprise of everyone, Job ended up in a dung
heap of troubles. He had troubles upon trouldlest as the consensus
would be today,hte consensus tiis day wasthatJob must have done
something wrong for God to come down on him so hard.
Job complaned. He whined. He argued with his friends who
said he must have sinnedowever he never said anything bad about
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God, and knew in his own mind that lhed done nothing wrong
beforethe most High God
One of Jobdés so cal |l edllygoadi ends
spiritual argument t hatDods@&bd must |
mess up? Does God Almighty ever get things backwards? It's plain
that your children sinned against hiratherwise, why would God
have puni shed Hebvernmu8eséh (fJrodl i8gi3gus o
and asks him to walk the aisle of confession by sa§ing,OD wi | |
forgive you, Job, if you just get
Anot her one of Jobé6s friends,
religious argument to condemn Job:

Al wi sh buhowdwisdom eks fyom the

inside,f or true wisdom is mostly O6ir
be sure of this, you haven't gotten half of what you

deserve. Do you think you can explain the mystery of

God? Do you think you can diagram God Almighty?

God is far hgher than you can imagine, far deeper than

you can compre8&end! 0(Job 11: 6

In other words, fAHey bro, youdre |
eyedéwho are you to say you havenot

| kind of like what Job responded with in chaptey 12A | ' m
sure you spak for all the experts, and when you die there'll be no one
l eft to t el (Didudetechaditie sarcasm herg?g . 0

The conclusion by Jobbés friend
get out of the wildl of the derd.
sinned. And they had all the religious arguments to back it up. But
Godds Word sayséJob got troubl es |
BECAUSE God favored him, God sent him troubles.

Would GOD do anything like that? Well, He can, and He

does.
Godods MRefuseaqliee in fear!

Now, there may be times when God does discipline his
children for disobedience. The scriptures are full of these accounts.
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However, in | ight of Godobds new co
wrong to look at God through the eyef fear, and think of Him as the
fold man with the correction sticl
every wrong move you make.

We will make it a pointheretossf§y REFUSE TO

LI'VE I'N FEAR! O

It is our humble opinion that we should always focus on the
grae and mercy of Gdil not on our sin.God is love. To keep
looking at him as the "Old Man with the Big Stick of Correction" does
more harm than goodvhen we f ocus on sin, wh
sins or the sins of ot herSatan. we be

(Satan, O6Adversary,; accuser 0)
Where Satan does appear, he is clearly a member

of God's court and plays the role of the Accuser, much

l' i ke a prosecuting attorney for

the prologue in Job that Satan has no power of

independat action, but requires the permission of God,

which he may not transgress.
Satan works in opposition to God, though not

entirely able to take action without consent. This view is

also retained in Zech. 3:2, where Satan is described

as the adversary dahe high priest Joshua, and of the

people of God whose representative the hierarch is [We

know this to be Jesus]; and he there opposes the "angel

of the Lord," who bids him be silent in the name of God.

In both of these passages Satan isexe accusewho

acts only according to the permission of the Latd."

Perhaps we have jumped too far
the beginningé

In order for God to show His mercy, He must first show us
whyHe is merciful. The Old Testament Law sets up the premise that
we all are sinners and the historical accounts of the Bible show us that
in no waycan we live up to the LawBasically, the Law condemned
us! Howeverj n Godds | ovsetupthedempogaryc vy , He
sacrificial system of the Tabernaclectwverfor ourlack of ability to
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not sin, until the proper time in which He wouyddrmanentiycover
our sins.

This ultimatesacrifice of His Soryeshuavividly shows
God b s | ov elhraughdhiswirlasssycrificke povides for
us a way to obtain holiness agiteousness when we could not do it
for ourselves.Yes, there are consequences to sin...but God in His
infinite mercy has providedfa o nforea | s$adcrifice for sin through
Jesus Christhat we may be holy and blameless before a living, Holy
God(Heb. D).

I n our Anew covenanto of grace
of concentrating on all the angles of punishment and calamity because
we are sinners (and we are) we should dwell on the goodness of God
and strive to walk in the Spirit of Love and Trute are much
happier focusing here than on our sinful nature. It is good only to
focus on sin when we are confessing our sins before God. Because
when we do sin, He is faithful and just to forgive us of ALL our(&in
Jn. 1:89). Even here, God focusestron the sin, but on His love and
mercy.

Once agapeagni meo ©t ant f &dast: God
always been showingifiself as being &ving andmerciful God.

Why? Because God is a God of love! To dwell on sin and
punishmenteven as we read abgutigment, is a grave mistake that
too many of usnake as Christians

But you may ask, ABut why not ?
we are sinners and we nBbBdesoi toni
say that unl ess we | iYeseitdbes. IByt | i ve:

that is not the focus of the Christian walk as most of us have made it.

Just ask any person on the street as to what they think
Christianity is and most will respond with what boils down to..."Rules
and Regulations of Morality."

As you well know...Christianity is NO&boutrules and
regulatonsThat 6 s a hang up of ol d Judai
unfortunatel y, wharmodt Ehsistiamskdowrarelg s 0 a |
proclaimto the world. This is a tragic mistake and ultimately repels
nonbelievers away from Christianity.
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Christianity is a relationshiwith an eternal, Holy GodThis
relationship ionly accomplished by the provisions Gaoalstmade
through His nercy. It is not accomplished through the keeping of
ruled andnot by anythinghat we may do. That is what the world
needs to know. Thétthegooch e ws ét he Gospel of t |

Instead we puff ourselves up as gods and declare to the world
that we are something special because we have a list of morals that we
follow. In thislight, we also declare that we are Christians because
we keep some man made rules and regulations that we think is
morality, fAa | a Pharaseeism. o We
one of us can keep ourselves from sinniWge are sinners saved by
grace, covered by the blood of Yeshua

Itis Hildab andmymo st humbl e opini onéth
most of wus grasp this, the better
focusing hereso that a nerciful God can use us for HIS GLORY,
instead of us trying tpuff ourselvesp as fAbetter t han
elseb

The desert has taught us an important lesson in our
relationship with God, and it is a point that we earnestly feel needs to
be said to most who may find themselves wondering in a spiritual
wasteland. Manyragically end up on the verge of spiritual suicide
because of the wrong emphasis put on God and sin. Unfortunately in a
quest for control, church leaders and preachers usually pound fear into
the psyche of the Christianbdlly nst ead of f gawcausi ng

and mercy.
It seems that the spirit of the moddiblical church is to
concentrate on manoés si mfulul nat ur

practices, thus the need for constant reprimandiagthe most part,
the emphasis is put on holy living and pegiety. While that may
sound like the way it should be to most church attendees,
unfortunatelyit usually comes from a viewpoint that we are to keep
certain rules and regulations that the church deems necessary in order
for us to live a holy and blamelg life before GodWe believe his is
walking in the spirit of the &w and not walking in the Spirit of Truth
We have even heard it preached
theseregulatedstandards you are out of the will of the Lord and in
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danger of heffire and ultimate loss of blessings as Children of the
King, or even a | oss of oneds sal

Striving to keep Rules and Regulations and focusing
on our sinful nature is wshiping God in the spirit of
fear. Thsis a backwards focus

Now beforeyou run us out ofawn on a rail and label us as
heretics, let me try and explain to you what we mean by that
statementThis will require a little patience and careful attention to
define the matter.

The intent of this book is not to bog you down in iirste word
studies and scriptural exegdgsisowever there are times when it is
necessary to see where we may have gotten off track in our
interpretation of foreign words and concepts that do not translate very
well into ourlanguage andulture. This is onef those times.

When we study scripturéhereseems to benuch confusion
when it comes to the wordar. There are differertiebrewwords
translated as feaand they cammave completelpppositemeanings.
There is a fear t handthereiaalsafedidr e ad
that meansi a we a n thentv 0o n d@eboims and wonderful
fear iswhat isusuallyfound inthe Biblical termfi t Fear of the
Lor.do

Proverbs 1: 7The fear of the LORDis the beginning of
knowledge.

Proverbs 9:10 "The fearof the LORDis the beginning
of wisdom, and knowledge [revelation] of the Holy One
is understanding.

Isaiah 33: 56 ° The LORDis a rich storeof salvation
and wisdom and knowledgéhe fear of the LORD is
the key to this treasure.

Psalms 111: 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning
of wisdom;
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What is the Fear of the Lord? Itis ibefi f e asrwé would
think in English or for that matterevenwhat we findin relative
Greek terms.What we need to do is first look at its roots in the
Tanakh,theoriginal Hebrew Scriptures, and discover itGsdfirst
revealed it to usThis should be the starting place of how to interpret
fifead in the New Testament.

Isaiah 11: 13
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jeségm his
roots a Banch will bear fruit.
% The Spirit of the LORD will rest on hiim

the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,

the Spirit of counsel and of power,

the Spirit of knowledge and of tfesar of the
LORD -

% and he will delight in théear of the LORD.

The Hebrew word for fear hereyigah.

Strong6s Hfea (aldousegaan ' ah
infinitive); morally, reverencé

Yirahi s t he same as nétfeiroedrgréad.or r €
This is not the samé 1%iahdk2a:;r 0 as uUS:

9 Go into the rocks, hide in the ground fratread (fear)

of the LORDand the splendor of his majestyMen

will flee to caves in the rocks and to holes in the ground
from dread of the LORD and the splendor of his majesty,
when he riseto shake the earth.

Here in Isaiah 2 the Hebrew wopdchadis used.

H6343 pachad pakfad fromH6342 a (sudden) alarm
(properly, the object feared, by implication, the feeling).

There is a vast difference in the two words. Awe and respect
suroundyirah. This word even forms the
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Yahweh YirehHzzgwhi ch | it eral Imed mamadsti s i
used as an attribute that God provides all, because He sees all! This
respect comes from His all encompassing power naing
understanding, Holiness and Grace.

iBehol di ng isviow ihis alluded tb &y Paul in 2
Corinthians 3: 17:

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom®And we, who with unveiled
faces all reflect théord's glory, are being transformed
into his likeness with eveéncreasing glory, which
comes from the Lord, who is the SpifitlV)

Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty**But we all, with open face
behdding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the LordKJV)

This wordreflectcomes from the Greek worklatoptrizomai.

G2734 to mirror oneseli.e. to see reflected
(figuratively). KJV: behold as in a glass. It comes from
the word optanomaiG3700: to gazdi.e. with wideopen
eyes), as at something remarkable.

Note how this fAbeholdingo or 0
remar kabl eodo is reflected &form Godods
us into His image. This fear of the Lord, thespect, this awe, this
worshping God in all His holiness begins to transfigure us
(metamorphoo G3339 to transform into another imagéterally or
figuratively) into His express imageNe begind see as He sees
(Compare this to Romans 3:18 where the ungodly are describgéd as,er e i s
no fear of God) before their eyeso

Paul says is 2 Cor. 5:9ff,
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AiSo we make it our goal to plea:
at home in the body or away from*fFor we must alll

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one

may receive what is due him for the things done while in

the body, whether good or bad'Since, thenwe know

what it is to fear the Lordwe try to persuade men.

2 Corinthians 7:1 Since we have these promises, dear friends,
let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body
and spirit,perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

In Greek, the word for fear ghoboswhere we get our word
Phobia.

It first had tre meaning of flight," that which is caused by

being scaredo6; then, "that whicl
"fear, dread, terror,” always with this significance in the

four Gospels (Vined)

G5401,phobos from a primary phebomai (to be put in
fear); alarm or fright. KJV: be afraid, + exceedingly,
fear, terror.

To further add to the confusiophoboscan also be translated
as" r e v e r e nahd haslthe €Ecanatationffw o r s HSoweod
can see thatontext plays an important factor when translating the
word phobos and the Hebrew should ggecedence over the Greek
context

Al P h o b of &§d, aé acontrolling motive of the life,

in matters spiritual and moral, not a mere "fear" of His
power and righteous retribution, but a wholesome dread
of displeasing lin, a "fear" which banishes the terror

that shrinks from His presence, Romans 8:15, and which
influences the disposition and attitude of one whose
circumstances are guided by trust in God, through the
indwelling Spirit of God, Acts 9:31; Romans 3:18; 2
Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians 5:21 (RV, "the fear of
Christ"); Philippians 2:12; 1 Peter 1:17
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(a comprehensive phrase: the reverential "fear" of
God will inspire a constant carefulness in dealing with
others in His "fear"); 1 Peter 3:2, 1 Peter 3:168/ines)

He said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory,
because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him
who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs
of water." Revelation 14:7

Sowhen the focus is on sin, rules andufations, and the
wrath of God, we translatear as trembling and dreadBut in the
context of Godo6és | ove, Iwtedsetehatt
whichfibani shes the terror t@odfirstshrin
revealed himself to the children of Israel on Mt $imith clouds,
thunder, smoke and fire. He brougf@mblingfeartogether with
reverential feawith His Law so that the Israelites would obey His
commands. It was necessary.

Even in the New Testament, when the writ@ention sin,
there § an elementfadread and terrahat was to be expected because
of the judgment of God.

Check out Philippians 2.1 Wh er ef or e, my bel o
have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more
in my absence, work out your own salvation with feartamde mb | i ng.
(NKJ)

Working out our salvation requires knowledge of our
sinfulness and ultimate punishment and death because of that
sinfulness.

Look at Col 3:22:f Ser vant s, obey in all/l
according to the flesh; not with eye service, as pleasers; but in
singleness of NeJart, fearing God;

Roman135fA Ther ef or e, it i' S necessa

authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because
of conscience. 0

ASlI aves, obey your eaadrfearhandy ma s
with sincerity of hear tEph6ust as
Notice here that fearing God compels us to obey because of
punishment, especially from those that are over us.
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Jesus in His earthly lifived out the law in fear but it was
the oppositeype of fead this wasreverential andjodly fear which
is fiawe and beholding with wonder

fié who [Jesus], in the days of His flesh, when He had
offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement
cries and tears to Him who was able to saven fftom
death, and was heard becauseHig godly fear

though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the
things which He suffered. And having been perfected,
He became the author of eternal salvation to all who
obey Hi m.-8NKQ)leeaphasts mg)

This Agodly fearo in verse sev
submi ssiondo in the NIV Bible. Re:
summarized by looking to God through the eyeaweéandrespectful
obedience.Even though Jesus a Sod God in the flesh, He still
caried out His earthly duty in fear or reverent submisside. ha no
reason whatsoever to come to God in fear and trembling. He is God!
But because He wanted to please the Father, He walked in servitude
withreverentigod!l y f ear 0.

In general,lh e fid-fe atr h as skeanrthé ®ldCovenant
was focusing on God as holy and sinless. It emphasized that we are
sinful and are in danger of being destroyed if we come near God
becauseve are not holy The Law providedoth a confessional and
a ceremonial tual (sacrifices}o make atonement for sins and it was
donein reverencdoward a Holy God. We were to come to God
through feaand repentancdt was fear of His judgments that were
demonstrated with awesome power and greatness. Sin had to be dealt
with throughthe fear of the consequences. That wesrrect focus
then ands a correct focusven nowas one enters into the salvation
experience of graceHoweverthis type of fear isotan elemenof a
forgivenChristian and should not thgpically used todescribecbur
walk, nor should itbe emphasized in a worshsprvice.

AWhile the nor mal meaning of f e:
retained inthe theological use of the teffias an
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awareness of sinja special nuance oéverential awe
or worshipful repect becomes the dominant notion
[for the believerp *

Godo6s L awOrder ind thelNewlFreedom

We are not to worship God in the spiritdread or terrar
That was the OLD ordeand emphasisf the Law

But the Scripture declares that theatéaworld is a
prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given
through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those
who believe. Before this faith canvee were held
prisoners by the lawlocked up until faith should be
revealed. So the law wasifgin charge to lead us to
Christthat we might be justified by faith. Now that faith
has comewe are no longer under the supervision of
the law 0(Gal 4: 2225)

fFor you did not receive a spirit that makes you a

slave again to fearbut you receiveche Spirit of

sonshipAnd by him we cry, "Abb&ather." The Spirit

himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's

children. Now if we are children, then we are héirs

heirsof Godandchei r s wi th Christéo
(Romans 8:18.7)

fi éFor God has not given sl a spirit of fear, but of
power and of love and of a sound min@lherefore do

not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me
His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the
gospel according to the power @bd,who has saved

us and calle us with a holy calling not according to

our works, but according to His own purpose and
gracewhich was given to us in Christ Jeswefore time
began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of
our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,
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to which | was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a
teacher of the GENKIiIi | es. 0 (2

Jesus could set people free who were afraid of death.
All their lives they werdeld as slaves bthat fear.
(Heb. 2:15 NIRV)

The fear that we once hafildread and terrasf the judgment
of Godis replacedy the mercy and grace of a loving Galksus
madefi at one meérret sfiomrs of t heThipwwompl edo (
atonement means reconciliatiany t o turn asNede God
are to come to Gotthrough the eyes of grace and mercy, focusing on
the loving provision of the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus.

To get technical, if you know something about the sacrifices
and offerings of the Torah, thevere almost entitg associateénd
givenwith the name of Godgl Malei Rachamir@ God full of mercy;
All merciful God. Even therisrael wago look on the sacrifices as
Godds merci ful acts of | ove.

Also, we are now called children of God. We are phthe
family. So the focus is to look at our adoption by God through the
eyes of grace, mercy, and love. We ¢ryA b bat, h dFedr af the
conseqguences of sinvmbeen eliminated. Guilt has taken a back seat
to the mercies of Go@dnd we are alstw worship him in that focus.

fi ere can be no true worship Gbd if it arises from

guilt. You are not called to the worship of God because
you are guilty and must find a way to get to heaven; you
are called to the worship of God because God has
freely and wonderfully forgiven all your sins, and you

are called to praise and glorify Him because of this
mer c7y . O

I know you still have questions about the reverential fear of
the Lord. And they are good questionsrd willing, we will look at
this laterand attempt to sharsome awesome things about it that God
has revealedBut first, we need to focus in on this awesome good
news of love and grace. We want to make this even clearer as we
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study the scripturesBut first we mustliminatethis focus on éar
(dread and trembling when it comes to Godods

Godbés New Covenant: To worship

"The former regulation is set aside because it was weak
and useless (for the law made nothing perfect), and a
better hope is introducetdy which we draw near to

Go d (Heébrews 7:1819)

L et 6 s whabJedus says to the woman at the well in John
4. 2324:

iYet a time is comingruemand has n
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth

for they are the kid of worshipers the Father seeks.

God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit

and in truth."

The Spirit of Truth is the Holy Spirit that Jesus said would be
given to us:

AAnd | will ask the Father, and
another Counselormtbe with you forevérthe Spirit

of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it

neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for

he |l ives with you amnrld wil |l be i1

In light of this, let us couple this to what we know is Spirit
ard Truth:

AAnd hope does not disappoint
has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit, whom Ramnans&® gi ven us. o0 |
fiMy little children, let us not love in word or in
tongue, but in deed and truth. And by this we know
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thatwe are of the truthand shall assure our hearts

before Him. o (1 John 3:18 NKJ)
AWithin your temple, O God, Wwe
unfailing love. o0 (Psa 48:9)

What are we tdocus on irworship? The Truth! The
Mercies of God! The fact that God is\ed His great deeds that
show his mercy and love! The Holy Names of God that demonstrates
over and oveHis great love for us.

The Scriptures are just full o
long-suffering! The crown jeweb f al | of Godkds holy
LOVE. This is what casts out all fear of judgment and death!

fiLove has been perfected among |
have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is,

so are we in this worldThere is no fear in love; but

perfect love casts out#r, because fear involves

torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in

love. We love Him because He first loved us. If

someone says, "l love God," and hates his brother, he is

a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he

has seen, howan he love God whom he has not seen?

And this commandment we have from Him: that he who

lovesGad must | ove HliJshn&l7zd}x her al so

When | |l ook at | John 4, | see
judgments and fear of punishmenftave ar e frexde i med ov
Does that not make your heart want to leap uppaiaide God
iPerfect |l ove casts out fear! o L
TRUTH!

"A new command | give you: Love one another. As |
have loved you, so you must love one anofBthis
all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another."(Jn 13: 385)
fiDear friends, | am not writing you a new
command but an old one, which you have had since the
beginning [love one another]. This old command is the
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message youave heard. Yet | am writing you a new
command; its truth is seen in him and you [love],
because the darkness is passing and the true light is
already shiningd (1 Jn 2:7)

Everythingmakes so much sense when we interpret things in
l' ight of fmMmawnwalinentBheofcdod turn f
noot to ATHOU SHALTO Thou shalt | o
Thou shalt love thy neighbor! Thou shalt love thy brother! The
emphasis is what kind of good fruit do we have? (Love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, gentleass, goodness, kindness, meekness, ktt.)6 s
not what kind of sin we are to avoid. These fruits are what we are to
concentrate ah NOT our sins and shortcomings.

This is why John writes in 1 John 2:

AMy dear children, | wilvr i te this
not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who
speaks to the Father in our defeéskesus Christ, the
Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,
and not only for ours but also fthre sins of the whole
world. We know that we have cotoe&know him if we
obey his commands. The man who says, "l know him,"
but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the
truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his wdBad's
love is truly made complete in hinThis is how we

know we are in him: Whoewelaims to live in him must
wal k as Jesus did. o

In the NewCovenantve find referenceas to what sin isBut
it is always contrasted by what love is and what the fruit of the Spirit
bears. In bearing these fruits we live out a life that is pleasitpt.
By living and walking in the Spirit we are able to accomplish this
fruitfulness, whereas before it was nearly impossible to please God.
That és why we read in Romans 1
that takes place in the life of the believer:

fi T hetore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy
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and pleasing to Gailthis is your spirituahct of

worship Do not conform any longer to the pattern of

this world, but be transformed by the renewing afryo

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what

Godswili®¥hi s good, pleasing and per
(Romans 12-B)

Do you think God would accept a sinful blemished body as a
living sacrifice? Could it be that our reasonable act of worship is
transforming and renewing our MIND to that of viewing everything
from Goddés perspective of mercy al
we are sinnerséand we are. And i
And i f our spirits are mdthatsth@er f e
ultimate sacrifice we can give God?

That would be sacrificing our hearts, our souls, and our minds
to think like God.We are able to do this because of the mercy of God
and His great love. He has transformed us unto the image of His dear
sn. HE has made us holy and acceptable. It is NOT our works that
make it so(2 Pet.1:3) In His grace He even gives us the power to
live holy lives through the Holy Spirit, wherei®nce was
impossible to do so(2 Peter 1:3)

If you study the book dfiebrews in this light, it really
illuminates the passages as to what God wants to say to us here. The
writer of Hebrews says in chapter 6, verse 20, that Christ has become
a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.

In Hebrews chapter 7, He explainey Chr i st ¢ a me
order of Melchizede&kdDomandhémenhegio:
change in the priesthood, there m
(7:12)

Verse 18 says,

AThe former regulation is set a:
and useless (fahe law made nothing perfect), and a

better hope is introducetby which we draw near to

God 0o
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There is a new covenant for which we are to draw near to
God. It has a whole different aspect of how we enter the Holy of
Holies. Verse 25sayB T h e r eefis@bledo sélve completely
(forever)those who come to God through Him, becausaldiays
l'ives to i ntEereignmvwenofeason tdféaeGod 0
because of our sin when we enter in and draw near to Gauak. sins
are covered completely and ®rer. Jesus only had to do it ONCE
(7:27b)

In chapter 9 the writer of Hebrews states that the old covenant
had regulations about sacrifices and worship that were only
temporary until such a time when the new covenant of God with man
was to be put intaffect by the sacrifice of Christ. The writer goes on
to say that the priest entered inte tiost Holy Place by the blood of
goats and bulls, but Christ entered in by His own blood.

This is important to realizeRead further into the chapter:

fi T his aw illustration for the present time, indicating that
the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the
conscience of the worshipghe guilt of oursink 6 ( 9: 9)
BUT,AHow much mor e, t hen, wi ||
who through theternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to
God,cleanse our consciencdsom acts that lead to deatén
t hat we may seriv@od hies Inovti ntgh eGoG
dead, but of the living. He delightst in the blood of bulls and
goats, but in theiVing service of His peopia thankfulness
and praise.0

Hallelujah, what a Savior!

Godobds Per f eearthastaen ELIMINATED!F

Evenything has been made perfectavé, and love has cast
out all fear! Do you not see the emphasis swit@dm a focus on sin
(dreadandterroff o a f ocus on sal(awadnd on an
wondermenty
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I n case you didnét see the swi
Hebrews againé

AJust as man is destined to die
face judgment, so Chtisvas sacrificed once to take

away the sins of many people; amg will appear a

second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvatitmn

those who are waiting for him. i
shadow of the good things that are condingt the

realities themselhg For this reason it can never, by the

same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make

perfect thosevho draw near to worshi

We are not to be worgting God out of fear!Christ is
appearing foour salvatiord notourjudgment!
All of this is not to say we can do anything we want and not
have fear of reprisal or consequence for our sin. M@ must learn
of God, know what pleases Him, and walk in His ways. His mercy
compels us to do sdl'he writer of Hebrews makes this clear later on
in the following chaptersButbe cause we are humans:e
would have a tendency think can get away with anything we want.
However, what the passages continue to say is that our focus
is to be on Christ and his love, ratus and our sin. When wedus
on worshipthis way: our minds, our spirits, and our bodies will follow
the natural tendency to want to live a holy life before God and men.
His love compels ug/Should we sin again and again that grace should
abound? God forbid!)
Insteadfi é L e drawungar to God with a sincere heart in
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from
a guilty conscienceéo fieAnd | et u:
another on toward "Ede¢e asdegcodrad
anot herl0:al25) He b
See how this ties in with the Romans 12 verses that tell us that
in light of Godé6tfeeroyr wbodhes! d:
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Gbds our spiritua ct of wor s h
Look how he instructs us to live in ligbf this worship:
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ALove must be sincere. Hat e wt
what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly
love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving
the Lord. Be joyful in hag patient in affliction, faithful
in prayer. Share with God's people who are in need.
Practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you;
bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice;
mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one
another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate
with people of low positioo not be conceited.Do
not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is
right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as
it depends on you, live at peaceghweveryone. Do not
take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's
wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; | will
repay,"says the Lord. Onthe contraryi | f yeyr en
is hungry, feed himif he is thirsty, gie him something
to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on
his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil wi ®dmagsdoHl) o

See how we encourage each other as Christians to do good?
In the family, we focus on theositivestressing of the betténings in
Yeshudé not with the negative diGodthe judg® who will punish
all that do not have their sins covered by the blood of the Lamb. That
message is for preaching to the loSheyneed to feaand tremble
beforeGod! That is for them to know #t they need to repent and
look to God for mercy.

Weas believerh o wever , need to | ive ir
and love which will compel us to live holyives. He gives us His
Holy Spirit of Power to do so!

There is a time we need toarine our heds and see if the
be any wicked way within us, but that is tote ourfocus. When
we findsuch things, we confess thei®@od forgives usAs a matter
of factd our sins are already forgivenTHAT is the focus. We must
turn from the negative to thegitive and learn to examine everything
in the light of love.
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As Christians, we have done a great disservice to each other
by trying to point out all our sins and to make a list of things we can
and cannot doTherebywe haveraisedup a standarddf Th out Sh al
N o tisstead of thédi T h o u SThaPRhariseés had this list down
to a tee. They had their religious order down to how many steps they
could take on the Sabbath and not Sihat was their morality of the
day, and you probably already know whatudelsad to say about the
Pharisees and their morality! He calledthiéem i per s, whi t e
tombs, I|iars, and hypocrites!o
Instead in this new covenante have been made free in
Christ Jesus. Sin no longer has reign over us and we bask in the
goodness oGod and drink from the spring of his endless love. This
freedom is nothing short of an amazing miracle in our lives. When
we worship God for this great accomplishment, we worship in Spirit
andin Truth. Our worship in thigaith and freedom allows us serve
God even more so than what rules and regulations could ever
accomplish.It compels us to humbly follow His direction with our
sacrifice of praise.

fiFreedom, as Christians understand it, is the ability to

respond appropri atereérgodt o Godds ¢
thanks and praise by answering with joyful obedience

to Goddés direction of our lives.
the permission to make a selection from a wide variety

of choices, nor is it the absence of any external

i mpositi ons itisphe expedemae ofs | i f e ;

having been so compelled by God:i
accompanied by the recognition
oneds entire |life, that one no |

choice or deliberatio® one can only assent gratefully
and in humble obedience®
Godbés Holy Life: Christianity i

Christianity is not about moti&}. Christianity is living a bly
life becausef a tremendous relationship we have with the Almighty
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God provided through His Son, Jesus ChriééshugJesuskaid,

i this |l ove the worl d wiHeldidk now
NOT sayi,fif you live a clean moral life, the world would know you
aredisciplesc Lov e i s tthhee fippurdodoifn g .no Love

sinners will be drawn t¥eshua

There are alsorts of religions out there that practice extreme
rituals of morality. Onlythe Christianityof the Bibleemphasizes a
merciful loving God that is full of forgiveness and lovEhatis the
Gospel, the good news of the Kingdom.

I dondét k nloutthisddves compels osuo, fall on
our face andvorshipthe living Elohim (God),El Shadda(God
Almighty) Praise His name above all the heavens and bless His Holy
Covenant that redeems man to an eternal life Wethweh Proclaim
His mighty works thoughout he earth! Stand up and praiserHvith
the trumpet, the cymbals, the lyre and hafpr El Elyon(The God
most High)has done great things for us!

I f you find yourself in the de
El (God) in fear. Run to Him in lee. Elohimis theone who loves us
dearly. He wants to fellowship with us because of His love. He has
made a way through the wilderness with His mercy. He wants us to
live and walk with Him in a life of love. He wants to meet you in the
desert and wisper to you of His great love. Listen to Him. Discover
His great mercy. Rejoice that ybave been set aside astald of the
King!

Godds Troubl e: Jonah and t he

In I'ight of this aspect of God
of ®iesesod for being out of the wil
think once again about Jonah and the Prodigal Son.

Did Jonah get into troubleecause of his disobedience, or was
it mainly because of Goddés | ove f
combination of both?onah was upset and ran from what God told
him to do becauskee viewedhe Ninevitesaswretched, sinful people
who deserved no mercy. They wéhe onesvho wiped out every
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enemy down to their last breathing anim@ihey were ruthless.
Jonah was a prtwet of Yahwekhcalled to minister to the Israelites, and
thenhe was told to go somewhere he
people he utterly despisednd the last straw was thiaeé was to tell
them of the mercies ofahweh
Jonah was a prophet and servainGod. Herehe was not
obedientnor was henclined to think like Godvould in His mercy
and love In his prominentposition,he refused to do what God told
him specifically to dpso he paid Augeprice. This was a specific
command to one whoseditommitment was to be a spokesman for

God.Her e, God wanted to show his | o
deserve it. We might summarize thisa&d o n 6 t stand in ¢t
Godbés | ove, orn ytolue mirgdhng esidd eu po fo

i Wh o e v e r one ldtle ehildvile this in My name

receives Me. Whoever causes one of these little ones

who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a

millstone were hung around his neck, and he were

drowned in the depteiNKWDf t he sea.

Inthe case of the Prodigal Son,
love from another perspective. The son went his own way and paid a
price for not following some logical insting@nd not doing what
logical experience says we are to do. The prodigal pusheddizrad
felt the consequences of his lack of maturity. Here he stepped out of
the protection and guidance of hi.
and substituted it with his youthful lustble paid a huge price.

We can argue on all sides as to what hi®oas demanded,
but our focus is on what the love of God teaches heié the father
stop loving him because of his actions? Did the son lose his sonship
or cease being a member of the f a
decisions? No. We read the fathexssstill yearning for his son to
come home. As a matter of fatite indication was that he knew he
would return, so he kept his eye out for him. And when he saw that
he was coming homeéwel |, |l et 6s j u:
might summarize tsiasid on 6t wunder esti mate t he
Gododd ol ove
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Godbés Love: Do not make |l ight o

Do you see how the scriptures illuminate and resonate with
Godbés | ove when we start | ooking
focus? Itis sohuman for all of us to be negative in regards to life
that we interpret our entire existence in the negative. That is a wrong
focus. We need to see ourselves in light of how God sees us. We are
sinners saved by gga. And when God looks at useldees us as His
children, made péect and blameless because @ kbve and
provisionsand the obedience éfis son,Yeshua haMeshiadldesus
Christ).

This whol e e mp hcanpélsas wartto @leask 6 s |
our Father.We want to walk in His waysna do thehings that please
Him because of this great la¥venot because we are going to fall into
judgment. Please sednis aspect of punishment for being out of the
will of God asjust plainwrong.

However there is an aspect disciplinethat God wil
sometimes usm love

In the flesh, there are natural consequences of sin that are in
place. These natural consequeringbe laws of the flestvill find
you out. Natural instincts tell us that if you live a habitual life in sin,
you will pay dearlyin one form or anotherScripture bears this out.

ADo not be deceived, God is not
a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to

his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who

sows to the Spirit will of the Spiritap everlasting

life.o (Gal 6:7)

As for Elohimd kve in the pirit realm, you are seen as
forgiven and still remain in the familyOur High PriestYeshua
haMeshiachhas appeasetahweld wrath towads you. However, in
the fleshthis does not mean yauay not suffer natural consequences
for your sin.
Keep on sinning and God will resort to chastisenaeak
allow the consequences of your sins to bear its tauuhiglp you see
this in a better 1ight. I n this
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wrath, He does it because He loves you. In the same way any father

would discipline their children teach them ankeep them from

harm, God may do the same with ®&me may be smart enough to

know that alreadyHowever, most of us are kind dim-wittedto

these matters and keep on doing things that are displeasing to God.
To thosechildrenwho continue to wallafterthe flesh, God

reminds us through the writer of Hebrews:

Aln your struggle against sin,
resisted to the point of stiding your blood. And you
have forgotten that word of encouragement that
addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of
the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he
rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines tiase
loves,and he punishes em@ne he accepts as a son."

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you
as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? If
you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes
discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not
true sons.

Moreover, we have all had human fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much
more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and
live! Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they
thought best; but God disciplines us for @aod, that
we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems
pleasant at the time, but painful.

Later on, however, it produces a harvest of
righteousness and peace for those who have been
trained by i tl1)o (Hebrews 12: 4

We are not to fear disciplineNe are to endure it so that it
produces a harvest of righteousness and peace. The discipline once
again points us to the love of God. Peace and righteousness flow from
this attribute of who God isElohimis love!
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Godbés Essence: Thmllthimgve of Goc

When we seeeverentialfear in the NewCovenantit is
beyondwhat wewould see in thdeaw. That is why Zechariah, the
father of John the Baptist in Luke 1 prophesized:

"Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he
has come andds redeemed his people. He has raised
up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant
David (as he said through his holy prophets of long
ago), salvation from our enemies and from the hand of
all who hate u8 to show mercy to our fathers and to
remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our
father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our
enemiesand to enable us to serve him without fear in
holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
(Luke 1: 6875)

Fearas it relates to judgnmé dealswith sin and the fear of
consequencésor death. Thereverentialfearof the Lordhas to do
with respect of who God is and to what He has shown us by His
mighty acts of mercy and love. In other words, it is in context with
His mercy and love thave are to live our lives as Holy, as our most
reasonable sacrifice of praise.

It is also interesting to note than when you do a word study of
the dread anttemblingkind of fear in the NewCovenantit almost
always correlates in context to JudaisAmd the few times it may be
used in context with the Gentiles, ituisedin light of thedreaded
judgment of God.We can see this when Paul uses it in 2 Corinthians
5, describing the judgment seat of Christ. Peter uses it in this same
context in 1 Petel:17.

Please notd you study the judgment of believerge as
believers covered by the blood of the Lawib not be judged for our
sins. Christ has already taken care of siere is where many errors
are made in sermons and teachings that ptacgendous burdens on
Godds chil dr en wHomaytheaeerNas wede@ngv e n a n
in the wildernessWe are not to be fearful of judgment. Our
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judgment is toeceive our praise and salvatienn d r e ovhckd s é
thereof Heb. 9: 2728; see also 1 Conr:3-5). The intent of the heart
will be revealechere. How wonderful it will be to hear God say,
fi Il dore thy good and faithful servant!
Maybe that is whiNew Testament writeralwayshavesuch
an emphasis on lovingpur enemies and being humblReter says:

AFinally, all of you, live in harmony with one
another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be
compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil
or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this
you were called so that you may inihe blessing.

F o rwWhoeder would love life and see good days
must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from
deceitful speectHe must turn from evil and do good;
he must seek peace and pursue it. For the efytb&o
Lord are on the righteouand hisears are attentive to
their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those
who do evil-:10 (1 Peter 3:8

fiAbove all, love each other deeply, because love
covers over a multitude of sing1 Peter 4:8)

Let us make another very important point hefée love of
God is no small thing. We feel it is THRostimportant attribute of a
very powerful, awesome God. To view God otherwise is to mock His
very essenceAs believers,a | ook at God as the 0
just waiting to smash us to smithemsawith His correction rod of
RighteousnessoO b, saledesignedmé ar e si ni
propagated by the enertty make you feaGod in the wrong way
Letdés turn from the negative to t|

AAnd | et us not grow weary whil ¢
due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all,
especially to those who are of
(Gal. 6:9)
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I n conclusi on, donot |l et the i
clouded over witlear, doubt and accusations. Let your heart be
forever and firmly established in faith and love, becauséshua
and His great love shown to us!

Areyouinthe desertP|l ease dondét | ook at
Look at it from the perspective opportunty! It all starts here God
ishereTake off your shdewaittomdets hol y
with you faceto-face, hearto-heart and transform you into His

image What a great opportunity to hear God whispertoyou, | ov e
you! o

E
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The Desert.ife 1

Chapter 6

Letting Go of Religion

OK, picture thiséa road trip.
Webre just meandering througho
interesting stops and points of interest throughloeitarea. The desert
|l ife has made us | ong to get out
handi work all around us. Wedre | u:
itinerary or deadlines and drinki |
and admiring the rustic homeats of pioneers and settlers of eras
gone hy.
Often, even in the most remote locations, we come upon
churches of all sorts and sizes dotted throughout the countryside. All
of the churches seem to beam with high hopes of attracting worshipers
to come angbin them in their activities and social events.
However, a lesson seems to scream out at us asuld see
all of these churchea some of the oddest locationSometime we
would see 3 or 4 churches witharfew feet from each otheryen in
back woods and out of the walaces
Once agairthe desert is allowing owpirit to focus our
attention on something we need to learn hrtiséusof letting goof
something thatisingraide f r om our cul tur al per
that confuses Goglthings with tradition.It is a cultural icon that
blurs the lins of systematic devotion and premeditated worship.
I t 6 s Religidnl ed
As most of us davhile searchingor answersHilda and |
alreadywerestruggling with some church related issuest seemed
to help push us into the desert. The ddgertrainingstarted loning
in on some familiar ritualsgs we began to discuss some of the
oddities we were seeing.
Please forgive us if this seems to be a harsh judgment of the
institutionalchurch. It is not meant to be. The Holy Spirit is using
our negative church experience to teach us Biblical principles that
seem to have been lost in our modern day houses of worship. Our
prayer is that this examination of modern church practices willudglp
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assemble together in the Ilight of

Himwith allourheartss oul s and mi ndséand in
call for a heated debate of inquisition as to who actually walks in the
ways of true devotion.

Tradition and Cul ture

As we kept sighting churches at almost every crossroad, we
found ourselves empathizing with
aspirations. We were sure many of the churchedbbgdnwith all of
the right reasons and had lofty goals of worshipping Gaith and
deed. Bums our experience haffentaught useven with the best
intentionsmanychurches fall helplessly into the trap of indifference
and social clicks, forgetting their first love and surrounding
themselves with the traditions and culturarmsof thosewho have
taught from the traditions and institutions of men

Onewrongdirection that cultural tradition may lead a church
is in the territory of legalism. It is possible that when legalism creeps
in, members would find themselves worshgpin guilt and fear.
Sermons would abound from the pulpit claiming tlvatcould not be
a Christian unleswe sacrificed allof our time to the church, gave
every pennye had to the church coffers, afaithfully upheldevery
doctiine that the churchrpclaimedas thecompletetruth of God.

The guilt trips pouring from the Sunday School lessnt
sermongcanwrap aroundur heart like a viseAs we begin to realize
that we cannot keep up with the demands made on us by rules and
regulations, the guichokesout any life left inour spiritual being.
Because of the letter of the law, Gedpictured as a stern judge
waiting to punish anyone who wouliire step out of line witbhurch
doctrine.

Anotherwrongdirection culture and tradition may lead a
church could be into the realm of liberalism. Sermons would flow
from the pulpit about thmherentgoodness of man, political
awareness, and charitable causes. God is a universal meaning and an
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allegorical figure, not a personal being with intense lovéHie
children.

ModernChurchcan becomenore of asocial gatheringather
than a house of worstbpa whob6s who pictori al 0
culture cloaked under the guiseGifristianity Finding a personal
relationship with God ifar from the ebland flow of thisnormal
assembly.

These types of traditional values of the churahend up
pushing aside the true meaning of worstgeligionwill lift its ugly
head anc¢ause many who may be seeking a profound personal
relationship with Christ to wi away from the fellowshi@ possibly
usheringhem into a lonely desert dejectior® groping with their
fears, questions and pain.

Our Personal Disappointments

It seemed the desert forced us to ask seengtough
guestions about ourselves and our betbchurch traditions and
where it fits into the Kingdom of God.

Questions such afWhat could turn a fellow believer away
from the traditional church and herd him into the colorless pasture of
indifference® AWhy is it that the very thing that most kmlers need
in a fellowshipis not found in most churches that dot the countryside
and street corners of today?wWhat happened to the real intent of the
church® fiWhat caused the church to veer from the original course as
set forth in Acts® fiwhat makes church stray from the principles of
loving God with all their heart and soul, serving with humility, and
caring for the needs of othets?

It isnét easy for us to descri
disappointments of thiastitutionalchurch. We must point othis is
a painful recounting of our experiencésr we grew up in every
aspect of the local church with all of its programs, doctrines, and
traditions. . . only to discover that all of the m@aadeorder was a far
cry from the original intent o&od conerningthe early church and
fellowship of believers. We trust that in sharing our experiené, it
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not to criticize and make accusatiarighe organizations we grew to
love, but later abandonedt is very prayerfullysharedo help us
discover ways wean improve our relationshspvith Jesus first, then
with others and ourselvesthin the trueekklesia assemhbly o f
the Body of Christ The church is the body of believers, not the
building in which we meeEphesians 416 states we must striverfo
unity in the Body of Christ To do so means that we must humble
ourselves and forebear one another in love, not slandering or talking
down the good intentions of thestitutionalchurcl® but building one
another up in love and spurring our hearts t@agdishing good
works for the Kingdom.

We will do our upmost to stay positivd.o be honest, hat
we abhor mostly is organizedligion. It serves no purpose other than
to glorify man in his pursuance of GoMost of what we share here
are the experiensenve have gone through fighting religion and by
sharing themhopefullywe can find common ground to stand
togetherto heal, ando move forwardn proclainming the Kingdom of
God Lord willing we will do thisthrough the bond of peacand
forbearirg one another in love.

The Most Important Principles of the Kingdom

Love God with all your heart, mind, and soul; love your
neighbor as yourself; and serve with humilityhat is probably the
BEST starting place for any Christian minigtrgspeciallywithin the
localassembly These principles are what Jesus claims are the most
important in the Kingdom of GodMk 12: 2931; Mt. 18:4)

There are all kinds of Christian denominations,
methodologies, and approaches to try and cothejove of God to a
lost world. But somehow in all the programs, doctrinal statements,
manuals an&unday schoolthose importantommandmentand that
essential starting place seem to get lost in the sea of whatall@d)
successful path of the church should Wé¢e havefound that eligion
is a reprehensible thing that tends to grow up around us and choke out
the love and fellowship of believers.
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You may remember the joke about the shipwrecked mate
found onthe deserted island all by heelf. When his rescuers found
him, they also found three buildings. When asked what the buildings

were for he said, AOne is my hous
wor ship. o The rescuers then aske:q
for?0o And the shipwreclksdchuradhat e s
butlgotmadandletand bui lt another one! o

That joke pretty much says a lot about the state of the
organizecchurch today and why there are so mhooal churches
here in Americd almost one on every cor@eeven of the same
denomination. W know we can6t | ump every
category, nor can one say every church has these same kinds of
problems. But certainly love and humility should be one of the prime
ingredients for any church to strive for, in order to stay together and
keepi t sel f on track with Godbés agen
Another underlyingand dastardlyheme also seems to
permeate the vast majority of organizetigion and ministriesn the
westernworl d . | t Owdhichaspiits antd fragntentsitiee Body
into a million differentco mpar t ment s and organi zé
competition and isroots arebased irpower struggles
You know what webre getting at
betterthings. It can beompetition for members, competition of
position,competition of titls, competitionofi si gns and wond
competition of spirituality, competiti@of just being better or best!!
Power strugglesanboil down to bas&auman nature at its worst!
We are not saying that striving to be the best that you can be
f or Go ddmnds wkohgnbgt striving to be better than another in
the pure sense of competiticamd battling over who gets to loe
controlis a shadowy path that may lead/aneinto some subtle evil
practices.

A Study in James

Hi | dads f at h eapreacl@sitw passed/eavays h a |l |
into the presence of the Lord in early 2005, said many times that the
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best book in the Bible to study for daily living was Jamids.called
it the "grounding" book.He would say that believers, as well as the
organized church wdd do well to practice the principles set forth in
the book.
Oscar was not a seminary scholar, nor a man of wealth and
f ame. He wa swoao dhsuombpl ree aficbhaecrk wh o |
served with humility. He was a man who was taught by the Holy
Spirit ard learned many lessons in litee hard way
He wrote of great frustration witlhthelocal churches he

pastored, because of what he call
the brethren. He was known to qu
onetopredc, t he Devil <calls two! o An

tell you that statement rings true in just about any church.

James 3:16 says, "For where you have ENVY and
SELFISH AMBITION, thergou find disorder and every
evil practice."

This also reminds mef a passage in Mark 10 where James
and John asked Jesus if they could be on his right and left in glory.
Jesus said it wasndt right for th
became angry and indignant with the two, so Jesus had to call a staff
meeting ad set the record straight as to what it means to strive for
greatness in the Kingdom of God.

He saidin order to be first, you had to be lastou had to
strive to be the servant or slave of. aWow! What a difference this
would make in the church bg today to not have so much selfish
ambition and envy! What a place of comfort and love it would be in
the church to not have political jockeyifay position in the power
ladder ofachievementandconsequentlyalling into what James calls
Aithe omoldfuttihe worl d! o

The book of James has much to say about daily living that
seems to be lacking in the organized church and the body of believers.
In our opinion, what James writes is very much-ggltgious, and was
written to correct the faults of tleurch of the day.

In chapter 2, verse 27 itsaysthiiaRe | i gi on t hat Goc
Father accepts as faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows
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in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the
w o r | ldthed goes on to talk about faitism, showing your faith
through your deeds, taming the tongue, humility, wisdom, boasting,
rich oppressors, patience and the prayer of falle. are sure James
writeswith high hopes of strengtheniagd encouraginthe body

We write with the samkigh hopeasking God to continue to
filter outt h e A p dWwarldd amormgthe pdgrimswandering the
desert solace.

The Pollution of the World

Letdés first try and explain wh
worl do real |l y iemscetotherdanizgdbhurchpahd t hi s
why many believers find themselves being pushed into the desert life.

Many times you see in a particular denominatoassembly
a set of doctrinal statements and clarifications ahowta church
should conduct & sevices, and in many cases, even how a believer
should believe and live.

Although this mayseemgood inmostlocal circumstances, it
is not by any means an -#ficlusive way that should be forced on
every chuch, believer or organization bbw they shouldonduct
their life and affairs.Thisforced conformitys religion in its purest
state

In almost every case, there are grey area ismgbspinions
that are taught as if they were coming from the very mouth of God
Usually there areertain scriptug referencemisquotedand takerout
of exegetical and historical cont&xiCultural normsand adapted
pagan practicearetaughtas absolutes within thgray areas of
personal convictiond-hesechurch dogmaare forcefullypounded
into our psyche by sing pastoral personalities, who in their
prominent hierarchypositionproclaim themselveasthe spiritual
guide of the congregation.

Everymat ur e believer already kno\
about.
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When someone disageeithai c hur ch o tmagchi ng
go through some difficult soul searching, guilt, and uneasiness about
how they should then live in light ofifdisagreemenandas towhat
their ovn personal convictionshouldbe. It is especiallydifficult
whenit directly contradictsvhat God ha been revealing io n eodrs
personalvalk with the Lord

They may end up speaking out (sometimes with devastating
resulty, change churches (only to find more of the same kind of
rhetoric), or even quit going to akind of fellowshipaltogether
becaise of confusion or frustration. vEntuallythey mayfind
themselves wanderirig the wildernestooking for answers.

The deserscreamdor an answer to the questionf whyithe
organization that is supposed to represami pushegdrue seekers of
Godawaylo

It seems to us that in most cases when someone speaks out

against a denominational stand, a
opiniond that person is sometimes ostracized, ridiculed and passed
under the eye of the fdopndtoba ual S

not walking with Godandii pol | ut ed wi th the way:
The wusual r het ounderstandmodt hat he
Bi blical doctrineo; heds fAa- fence
mi nded c¢ aWhilain ourrnamblé opiniotbeingii po |l | ut e d
t he ways @$taughtie thenbook of damesfers to
showing favoritism; all talk, and no walk; slander; pride; lack of
wisdom; boasting; oppression (which in this case boils down to
control); lack of patience; and lack of praye
Thesefipol | ut ed wagesmtolfethevesy wor | d
things thanstitution puffs itself upwith to defend its rules and
regulations, condenimg anyoneelsefor questioning their traditional
practices.
Many times, if we truly want to hear from Goldae and
learn of His ways, it may be necessary to separate ourselves from
religiousinstitutions andrganizations that lord over our personal
convictions in order thatve may be able to clearly hear and discern
thetruth and thewill of God in ourown hearts andives.
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Contrary to popular beliefbout our denominations, churches
and pastoi® these organizations and leaders are nop#amacedy
which we are to come near to God and learn of Him. We have gotten
into the bad habit of only receiving therths of God through our
membershipspastorsanddenominationaguidelinesinstead of
individually sitting at the feet of Yeshua and learning directly from
Him and the Holy Spirit. We have long been led astray by well
meaning church constitutiormsd doatinal slantsin which the leaders
of these movements and caubaseroutinelytaught what they have
been taughtrom thelearninginstitutionsof menandtradition.

The Issue of Pride

Pride is an issue we have found throughout church hjstory
even begining with the disciples. Here is an issue we ALL struggle
to keep under control. Pride can do devastating thiomgay believer
in anyministry. In Luke 9:466, the disciples James and John were
arguing amongst themselves who would be the grealesus set that
straight by saying they had to be humble simiye to bethe least
among them.

Theyalsodiscoveredanother man healing in the name of
Christ who was not part of tlhamain group.Then, heycame across
a group that would not accept théon who they were. The disciples
wanted the man who was healing in the name of Christ, but not part of
their group, to stop doing what he was doing. They even asked Jesus
if they could call down fire from heaven abdrninto a crispall the
ones that wold not accept them(How daretheynot give them their
due)

But Jesus rebuked them and told the disciples to leave the
others alone. James and John had to be correctéedbyiaand learn
by example as to what was the right way to do things.

Really hough, vhen it comes right down to the basids, i
seems they were just doing what comes naturdibfiowing their
traditions of oldandthe norms for that time in the tradition of the
Kings.
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Can we reall vy thisiwhanal of usfiedrin? I sn
our own hearts: ambitions to be THE official spokesman for Gaul.
we not feel that our view is the correctoM#d o0 woul dndét war
call down fire from heaven, like Elijah of old, against all those who
dondét boerwayefdang things for God?

The organized religious rulers #fe s daygaid the Christian
church throughout the ages have long persecuted anyone who would
dare challenge theuiewpoint orauthority. They would call it
blaspheny (take a look at Acts 6: 8ff)Many still practice tht today,
even among well meaning Christian leadgesstors, elderand
churches.Just take a look at all of the internet sites that claim they
have the truth of God, and then read what they say about those outside

of their doctranogyl stands. It 6 g
Itdés a hard thing to do, to sw
dondét know everything, and al so a

permeate your fellowshipith other believers that may not see eye to

eye with your viewpoint. Instead of standing oa tommon, rock

solid ground ofYeshua haMeshiadsthe head of the church and

Lord of all, we love to draw lines in the sand ab@ligious cultural
vauessnd say vicious things about tF

Stuffing God in a Box

In our view, the disheartening way any organizatiaigion,
or individual tries to stuff nAGod
attempt to tie up every loose end, and to put artead yi ga rae a 0
controversiesand opinions surrounding our limited and somes
pathetic view of God. This attempt to stuff God into a personal
worldview will usually find itself standingn pride, boasting, and the
wisdomof men

It is safe to say we are all guilty of this. We all think we have
a betteiintellectualopinion am worldview. We all think wdave the
best experience, intelligence, knowledge know how of thethings
of God Most exegeticahnddoctrinal arguments will boil down to
one or the othathinkingwe know God better than the next person.

88



The Desert.ife Letting Go ofReligion

Do we not feesometimes hat we are Godods f
even go as far to say, AThe way |
feels right; so ifitl fmuasnty tbhe ntgh eh arsin

the test of t rBatdvhat doesthispointttod?ds her e s
lifting up Christ? Is it glorifying to God®r does it lift up man?

James 3:2saysWe al |l st umblTeatisto many
say we are flawed. No one is perfect and that includes his or her
personal view of God. And like James and John, we mius¢ al
taught the right way to serve Gbadvith love and humility.

The desert calls us to examine our own personal viewpoint
about God and the lifting up of oursehadsove God The Holy Spirit
uses the dry barren time to lay these issues out in the ogeatram
up a new perspective for us about @agbout who He is and what we
are. Love, humbleness, and acceptance of others should be foremost
in our thinking when dealing with gray area controversies and issues.
Where we draw the line in our cultural sdatlis not that importann
eternity,as most make it out to b&e shouldhot needto have
someone else tell us how we should I¢hat is important is that we
do what God tefius to dd We need to live as He tells us to livt/e
need to hear from @&l Himself, as to what pleases Him!

As for our own Afl awed viewpoi
that God can reveal himself to someone in one specific way and turn
around and reveal himself to another in an entirely different way.
Today, God deals withsuas individuals, not necessarily in a
collective, ethical and cultural environment as Heidithe Old
Covenant

This seems to beery scriptural. He never dealt with anyone
written about in the Bible exactly the same way. Many Christian
authors alsoxress this. Although God never changes and is the
same yesterday, today, and forévérow He deals with us
individually can be very different than our neighbors, friends and
spoused much less from church to churckVe are not cookieutter
robots runnig around with plastic smiles and tracts that explain how
everysmallstep should be done gorrect orderstamped with the
approval of our exalted leaders anstitutiond
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* * % * * % *

One thing we have discovered and as many spiguidies
will tell you, a desert time is often needed to help you focus on what
God is revealing to you about Himself. It filters out the noise and
clutter of a stressful life, and the persistent hammering of local,
traditional, and cultural norms.

We likethe illustration that has circulated many years about
how amusing it must be to God, for man to try and interpret and
describe God.

For example, if you were to take four blind men and tell them
to describe an elephant when they have never seen an ¢Jgmhan
would get four different opinions as to what the elephant really is, and
what it may look like. Even give them a chance to feel, hear, smell,
and talk to the elephaitand you would still get four different
opinions as to what the elephant really A&dd to that a collection of
stories that describe how the elephant behaved and reacted out among
the wildéstill four different opi.
the elephant could talk and tell the men what he was...four different
opinions.

Imagne one discovering the front of the elephant with its long
snout and huge tusks. What a story he could describe as to what an
elephant is. Imagine another feeling the side of the elephant with its
long and strong legs reaching up to what may seemtilaeanity.

OK, the illustration breaks down after a while, but we think
you understand what weodre getting
discussions amongst each other, there would still be four different
opinions of what the elephant must be, because theymerienced
different things when they interacted with fthe only way we could
get exactly the same description is if they were to memorize given
instructions written by a committ
about committees!)

Some will saythat the Bible is that written instruction andsth
is true. But how the living Word reacts amang different cultures,
and how God chooses to reveal different things to us through this
living Wordin our own worldviewis very much indeed a personal
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thing, within a personal relationshigCertain doctrinal absolutes do
not change, but we are talking about gray areas here in this context.

As many will testify, many spiritual leaders, teachers and
pastors start out efire and ready to take on the wortthly to be
dashed against the rocks of Iife
thinking outside the box or encourage enthusiasm for things outside
their cultural and denominational norms. The joy and creativity is
jerked out from underneath therReligion snuffs out the spark of
divinity and hides it under a bushel.

The faithfulmaytry to be submissive, and ask God for
forgiveness in their pride, and strive to do things that are acceptable to
the church anéhstitution only to find the areslipping into the
depths of conformity, control, and despair.

This is a disheartening process that slowly undermines and
eats at the very joy one has found in serving God. The freedom that
was so eagerly expressed in finding Christ as their Savior and
gathering vithin the fellowship of the believers slowly fadesaithe
arid sands of traditiaad religion

Al of this is not to say we h
That is something we really want to shout from the rooftops to be
understood. And let us alsaysthis:for anyone to say that if he or
she are to be pastors, teachers, preachers, or a chindthey must
have all the answerd grey area issues neatigelled out and on
paper, ready to defend upon the slightest hint of aitdloky will find
them®lves on a shaky, shallow foundation of wisdom that does not
come from God but man. We think James spells this out.

What we want to emphasize is thate and humbleness
usually donot find its way into the issue from traditional and cultural
viewpoints Pride and arrogance usually do. Need we say more?

Also, please understariat hereve are not talking about
defending our faith and having an:
Wordand His absolutes guiding us in moral issue®lthough we
are to le ready for an answer to those who ask about the hope that is
within us, that does not mean we need to fsiniet answesto every
controversiaviewpointthat arisesn the church Most of us have
been taught from such a narrow view of God all our lthes we fail
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to seeoutside this box We are so afraid of God running around in
seemly Awild abandonment o that we
di scourses and forbid anyone el se
character and Dbitdnoaw peosonaMorldvdet. d o e s n
God is not one to be bound, tamed, or explained away by
mands puny intelligence. God tr al
boundaries, opinions and laws. He is not captured and put on display
by a certain temple ritual,aditional form of worship, or by a popular
version of the lategiook orworship song And be it far from us to
claim to have the ultimate truth every facetoncerning God and the
way He chooses to workith anybody or anythirlg
We are not saying tha churchgatheringshould not have a
setrulesand ageneralstatement of faith regarding tlellectiveview
of God and man. Anything organized cannot function without these
things. HOWEVER, in our own revelations from God, we have
painfully seen thatvhen the emphasis is put on a particular
organization6s way of doing thing:
of faith, or a particular way of worshéi most likelythe slippery slide
down into what James calls the pollution of the world has begun.
Thewords start getting sharper with those who would
disagree. The view gets narrow and puffed up. Pride lifts its ugly
head. Proclamations trumpet that they havertith for everybody.
In the cloak of shepherdingomtrol becanes the end goalnot
freemin ChristThe wol f ent er sWisdomis heepds
stuffed into a s malReligidmaumpsdsodaid ne
the fat lady sings the closing hymn,the faithfulbowto thegolden
calf anddoctrines of men
We also want to be ogiful to note here that in no way are we
guestioning or undermining anything about the fundamentals of the
Christian faith or the absolutes of God. Those things as revealed in
His Word and in our hearts by the Holy Spirit will stand eternal. The
desert habelped us nail down any questions or doubts we may have
ever entertained.
What we question is the manner in whetkrnalabsolutes are
being taught. Being forefed a traditional doctrine or cultural life
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style is not the answer. We are not the HolyiSmlthough we think
sometimes we are by the way igadand teach.

One more thing that should be mentioned is that one should

be sure to use caution to not overstep principles and guidelines given

to us in scripture that help us in the revelationwfgelf and God.

fBecause our hearts have strayeil
Heds given us the Law as sort of

back from the precipice. But the goal of Christian
discipleship is the transformed heart; we move from a
boy who needs the Lawttoe man who is able to live
by the Spirit of the Law.

6 My  (

freely, ani mated and motivated |
you wonét feed the compul sions ¢

is helpless in bringing this about, it only gets in the
way . aloh:16, Z3The Messagé

The Practice of Shooting our Wounded
Another sour spot that we have experienced in the

institutionalreligiouschurch that also pushes many beliewygyis
in the area of failure. Whether it is dealing witlegalism or

sprituality, sometimes the general consensus in the organized church

is to look down on people and shun the ones who may have fallen in
their walk withYeshua Dr. Larry Crabb, a psychologist at Colorado

Christian University has indicated that the churdcbudd befi T h e
Safest Pl a tlewrims) Eart ho

ARat her than a place for peopl e

goodness and hide their failures in fear of censure, the
church should be open, supportive, and compassionate

in dealing with ourlacyeaknesses.

there is no expectation that people have arrived at some
|l evel of perfection: i tods
[together]®toward God. o
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Pl ease dondtTharenkydesame bright spatsg !

i n t oday 6ishurchesgnahreir zee dG o dhé ®callpant e i s
of the bodyput sadlytheseassembliesre few, andn most churches

and Christian ministries that can be found on every street corner, this
kind of attitude is lacking.

The questions that surface from our experiences with
organizedeligion and the resultant push into the desert ultimately
have helped us see a new side of our relationship with God, and how
He has dealt with man throughout history. That realization is also
bringing us to a new found freshness in our relationsitip other
believer® especiallyaway from thanstitutionalchurchand religior

We long to proclaim that Christ wants his bride to be adorned
in love. We want the world to know that God is a God of downet
an old grandfather figure who is constantly ticked ofisbecause we
candét f ol |-nade rubes ane reguiations.

We want to wave the flags of warning of how muicé
organizedjnstitutional church, as well amany believers serving as
lay-workers, pastors and spiritual leaders have failed in mang teay
do the very things that God ordained By of believers to do.

That is tolove God with all your heart, mind and soul. Love your
neighbor as yourselfAnd rveeach othewith humility.

What would happen if all of us, as believers, were sugdenl
infused with real love from God and humility to serve? What if we
threw open our arms and accepted each other with our warped, limited
views, withoutany kind ofjudgment?

Why candét we therefore |lift ea

What if we were to teaclmat everything we do, everything
that happens to us, all things that were créatadge and small were
not about us and for &sbut about God. What would happen if we
were to live as if nothing we do is for oursel®dsut for Godand His
Kingdont?

If God was absolutely first in all things that we do, and the
organized church could come together in unity . . .what would really
happen to the woiy?P dhnkofwhatapowerful Ch r |
force it could be that would rise up and reach out in loveldstaand
dying world!

E
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Notes:

1. Acontextual ermeneutical (the method of interpretation) controversy may arise
between culturally and traditionally different denominatianslor organizations.
There are hundreds of hermeneutical interpretive pbipbses and it is generally
understood that interpretation and exegesis of Scripture will rely heavily upon
historical and cultural bias.lt is safe to say that Hilda and | have begun to rely on
the Spirit to lead us into all truth as élillumines a partular passage for our
benefit. Our knowledge does not trump God. We will not limit God to any form of
traditional Theology, human knowledge, or doctrine of men.

Issues in Hermeneutitsy Prof. Herman C.
Hanko(http://www.prca.org/articles/issues_in_hegneutics.html

biblicalhermeneuticsiet (http://www.biblicalhermeneutics.nedffers links to more
than 300 websites/texts relating to Biblical hermeneutics

2. AGray Areao controversies are what we wou
necessarilyspelled out for us in Scripture. These practices may be perfectly
acceptable in some cultures, but in others it may cause some kind of controversy as to
the legality of the issue according to the local traditional culture. When scripture is
notclearas o the fArule of conducto in a specif
play a large part in the determination of the legality of the issue. This is not
uncommon in any part of the organized church, and may cause emotional dissention
among believers mo disagree with traditional interpretatiorSuch traditional and
cultural issues are simmering among believers and tearing down the unity of the
Body of Christ and limiting its effectiveness as an instrument of God.

*Aé i ssues de alficadgn, things that fallinrthie ‘Griay" aea. What
entertainment is acceptable? What kind of music is okay? Whzgn a Christian

do or not do on Sunday? What about what you wear, what you eat and drink, or how
you spend your free time, does the Biblerads those things? Some would say, "No,
the Bible doesn't address them. Do what you want to do you're free in Christ!" While
it is true that the Bible doesn't specifically list every possible decision you'll
face in life, it does address all choices witinciples that govern Christian
freedom. o

The Only Source of Wisddwy: John MacArthur

3. Oswald Chambersi My Ut most for HSées &l gbedobn EI dr e
AWild at Hearto

4. WidatHeart Di scovering t he JoBreEtdregetThamhs a Mands
Nelson Books, Nashville, TA2001

5, 1tdéds Not About Me, Rescue from .tNblag Li fe W
Lucado, Integrity Publishers, Nashville, T&l2004

6. The Safest Place on Eartharry Crabb, PH..D., Word Publishing, Nashville, TN
41999
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Chapter 7

Letting go in Worship

Is there a problem here?

You may have been in the desert so long you need some
refreshing wind a drink of the eternal Water of Life; a time to dwell
in the cleft of the Almighty and feel the awesome assurankksof
touch or hear the comfort of His voice. You needstineamsn the
desertthatquenahn e 8 s t hi r sdnetacominue onwithg or at
the journey.

The Spirit is whispering to us
how does one honestly go about slipping after having endured the
arid sands of the barren desert? Where does one find this oasis of
hopeafter coming out of the programmed, performance based
attempts at conjuring up the presence of Gbltv dces one really
get © the Throne Roofh Whyshould one even try after the
apathetical disappointments of past experiences and the divisiveness
that seems to explode upon impact with those that are seekers of the
core of true worshipand those that hold on to their cultural and
familiar traditions?

The real guestion raised here
seems to us that the mainstream corporate church seems to have lost
touch with the practice of real worshand has slipped into a type of
spectator sport in the order of service, with a ssphlsh of
entertainment to keep the people interested and in the(pkwg
with their tithes that support the enormous salaries that are required to
keep talented stgff What we are looking for is something a little
more genuine.

So, questions statd pop up.fis real worship a sacrificial
ritual éas in the ORf4ditaTiedsahdaroee nt Co:
recipe of organizedhoruses and methodolothyat leadus into the
throne room of God?fils it a process¥ fils it a routind a system@
fils it just being in the presence of God, or does a ceattitnde or
emotionget us there®
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Our experience teaches that one of the reasons you may have
found yourself wandering in the desert in the first place, might have
somet hing to do wrencethatidfacediupomuss hi p
in the common, Christiareligiouscommunity. You may be like us
and tired -Pdkdyhe tiHp&keyf worship t
almost everynodernchurch service. You know what | mean:

You raise your right hand yp

You move your left hand out,

You fl aill your arms a
Then you shake O6em al
You do the HokeyPokey

And you stand and sing and shout;
That s what iitdés all about.
(Amené)

[
| about .

OK, maybe itdéds just wuseemooAnd p
flippant But hear what we are saying. We have found that there are
many among us who genuinghjrst for mored more of Go@ not a
routine! We long for true worship. We need deep and passionate
corporate communion with the Almighty. Most corporateshigy
today seems lukewarm and predictable. Even with the best of
intentions, it feels like a ritual. Because of time restraints,
denominational guidelines, influential preferences, and dominant
personalities, worship has evolved into an untamable aimal
tradition coupled with a methodological systefiperformancehat
we have been told that if we follow, we are worshiping God.

Our parched spirit cries out that we have missed the mark!
We have wandered too far off the track! We haiterenterednto
the mirage of cultural bias and traditional misunderstanaling
embraced the worl doés standard of
panacea of true worshigSo we search for a real oasis of hope. We
attend seminars and pray for a thigsienching enounter with the
Lor d. We find that whatBMsahout t hi
(Exodus 15:2227).

So how do we pull the stick out of the mud and make the
waters sweet again?
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Maybe itbébs found in the semina
Afwor shi pe@xpewn etn@ an exact scienc
give you a formula calculated to the minute of when the Spirit should
take over and His overwhelming presence should dominate. The
recipe includes so many Aupod song:
that tugat the hearstringsand encourage usifeebGo d 6 s pr eser
According to the promoters, this is a tested psychological approach
that will work in almost any situation or setting!

To tell you the truth, it seems neolike witchcraftthan
worship!

Hmmmm. Maybe we should look elsewhere. This feels like
Christian commercialism trying to box up the Holy Spirit and present
it in such a way s o-drenthéd, ccuachy part al
goodness 0 o fproducexl Hdly &pirit endorsepeodud.

As we examine most evangelical services, it tends to be the
same old pattern of complacency. The order of worship is predictable
service after service: two fast paced songs, then announcements and
greetings. Then, it may be followed by prayer andraffy, special
music, then continued slower worship songs, which is supposed to
usher us into a quiet, reflective time. It may also seem to some of the
weary and wounded sojourners that this may be a programmed ploy so
the pastor can infuse us with higdst monologue tongdashing and
personalinght s i nto God&do6d ijkedgumeenmtes st u
eternal clock of traditional rituals. So much so, you could set your
watch to it!

Is this the fault of the Pastor or the Worship Leader? Or does
the $oulder of blame lie with the individual worshiper? Is it because
we are not open t oOr&edwejusgeadtatied s A .
Holy Spirités fichosen methododo of |
Then again, maybe wetéalgungerstand conf |
the situation and what worship really is.

But why do we f et®ddsdmiedkoel e t 6 s t
serving of dry baby food, with a splash of milkon¢hé d e ! 0
AWher ebs tiWHatishtéhativd & mére mortads keep on
doing tha makes worship such a charadg® s n6t wor shi p s
to focus us on God?fiDoes it always have to involve musicADoes
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worship mean we are forced to listen to a prepared stuaypoeway
delivery of asermon dealing with spiritual thingsPWhy are we so
focused on time issues, order of service, stylistic entertainment value,
and ourappearancdefore others in worship?fiwhy do we feel that
this part of organized Christianity is so far off base?

AWhat 6s rwer?@dng he

For some Christians thgerplexing issue is NOT a problem at
all . They are very content and sa:
want to change anything. To others that is the very heart of the
problem. We know there are some churches out there that really want
to do thingdifferent and earnestly want to lead their congregation
into true worship, but are atl@ss as to how to go about it, always
facingcontroversialssues. Besides not knowing how to change
things appropriately, sometimes it is just too hard to swim agtie
tide of complacency, cultural bias, and tradition. One may feel like

they are being fiassimilatedo into
futilelo

Thesekinds of questions continue to rage in the desert
sojourner, and fpet oauffisceWEhelsiter ar e |
taste of the desert has once again forced us into another examination
of what is truth. So it oéandask me t

God forsome good clues as to what one needs to know, and maybe
what one needs to do, wot do, in order to help usher our spirits into
the Holy of Holies with the fAswee:

Beginning to Understand Worship

Boy! Tal k about a can of worm
where even the most experienced and mature Christaeaot
tread. As they say: fADondét rock
tradition!o AYou mess with the b

Where in the world do you begin? Do you throw out all your
valuable knowledge and experience and solely base it on whatever
Old Covenant Biblical records you can find? Do you throw in a
mixture of the latest tried and true programs with new (or old)
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contemporary movements to try and spark true worship? Does one
abandon onedés own culturalorand tr.
old) philosophy to transform their spiritual outlook? Does the Bible

even address a lot of these issues?

Well éto get started, |l etds onc
know. Our Bible is the standard and guidelfor things we need to
know in our Christian journey. (I

decision we need to make, but it does give us multiple clues as to

which principle is best for us to pursue in different scenariite

Holy Spirit should als be our guide as to when and where we are to
gointoworship.L et 6 s | Wgfaith theBjble is bua t

benchmarkAnd the Holy Spirit uses this asir guide I f it doe
measure up here, then chances are we may be using the wrong

yardstick!

Spiritual Worship

Hilda and | believe that the first thing we need to remember is
t hat God is Spirit and deals with
that Godonly deals with us in the spiritual, but for the sake of our
argument here, He does for thestpart. God is Spirit. The verse
we like so much in John spells it out just right:

AYet a time is comingtrumnd has n
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth

for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.

Godis spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit

and in truth." John 4: 2324

There is a premise here that many evangelical Christians that
have backgrounds with the conservative side of Christianity tend to
avoid like the plagueThe spiritualside ofthe Christian walk and
worship. Charismatic and Pentecos@ltristians have long practiced
spiritual awareness angorship; whereas many conservative
traditionalists are hard pressecctiich up. For some odd reason
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some circlesthe very coe of God is often shunned and ignored as
being Atoo experientasal wedvembeéeani
i s p o oUnfpriuhately, piritual worship in this setting is often
portrayed as cultish, even demonizedi pushetb the point ofear
of havinganything that resembles spiritual awareness. To some, even
the mention of the Holy Spirit sends trembling shivers of
apprehension that one may be sliding downward into -eleviship.
ltds sad, but itds a reasonabl e o
However, we must remembthat if we want to be true
wor shi perséwe must approach God i |
the fear for a moment and consider thisere should be no fear of the
spiritual side ofBiblical Christianity. For God said that He will
accomplish alltmgs,i énot by might BYmMYvt by p
SPIRITO . ( Z e clinJoal 2: 2820 THe)Lord saydi An d
afterward, | will pour out myBpirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young
men will sees i s i drhisssoudds pretty exciting! What a privilege
t o have Go d@spartopud asah advooate fiosus
before God!
Look how the Spirit gives us life and understanding:

But it is thespirit [Or Spirit; also in verse 18] in a man,
thebreath of the Almighty, that gives him
understanding. (Job 32:8)

°You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature
but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not
belong to Christ'°But if Christ is in you, your body is
dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of
righteousness*And if the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised
Christ from the dead will also give life to your madrta
bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.

(Romans 8: A1)

Look how the Holy Spirit intercedes for us:
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%In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us Wigroans that words
cannot express/And he who searches our hearts
knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.
(Romans 8: 2@7)

Look at the different names of the Holy Spirit and how they
spell out the awesome Truth of who He is, and what He means to us:

Counselor;

Comforter;

Baptizer;

Advocate;
Strengthener;
Sanctifier;

Spirit of Christ(not the same as the spirit of Christ);
SeverFold Spirit (Rev.);
Spirit of Truth;

Spirit of Gace;

Spirit of Mercy;

Spirit of God;

Spirit of Holiness;

Spirit of Life.
Symbolized in OT and NT :by
() breath or wind;

(2) fire;

(3) water;

(4) oil;

(5) light;

(6) a dové'

Pl ease, please, péxmaeacanga ondt
worshipingin theHoly Spirit!
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Now on the flip side, w must useautionas to what
influencesour spiritual side,foieven t he Devi | can
angel of light.o

AThe Spirit clearly says that i1
abandon the faith and follow deceigispirits and

things taught by demons. Such teachings come through

hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared

as with a hot-2iron. 0 (1 Tim. 4:

With the teaching principles of TRUTH in Scripture, and with
the guidance of the Holy Spirit whiesides in us to guide, teach, and
comfort u® the Truth will help usvoid these pitfall&® Tim 3:1517;
seealsoJohn 16:13T he mor e we are well ver s
yardstick, if you will) the less prone we are to being deceived.

It should bementioned here that there are great resources in
exploring the spiritual side of Christianity, especially since it is the
Spirit who gives us life, and where God operates within the believer
to accomplish His will.lt is our opinionthatwa t ¢ h ma fiTh&dNe e 6 s
Spi ri t usalgredfiizooktat all mature believers shoukke
the time to read anstudy to avoid the missteps of doing thsng the
flesh, and especiallmni si nt er preting fAsoulisho
the Spirit.?

Principles of Worship

So Biblically, spiritually, and experientially, where do we
scrape together the most information about true worship? Do we
study the ones who are most experienced in spiritual things? Do we
study modern facets of worship that are successful? Do we tuiow
all preconceived notions and move into the vast unknown with a song
and a prayer?

First, |l etds go to the guidebo
worshipergheret o gi ve us some cl ues. N o\
fit the bill? | otlilie 80 other knevt toe most s 0 m

about God and spiritual worship. We need to compare notes with
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some of the ones who had a keen insight into the heart of God and
experienced God on every level there was to know. Perhaps the best
choice would be to take adk attwo with great qualificationdvloses
and King David.
We have many written praise and worship instructlpns
Moses and David preservedthe Bible. But because of space
limitations and narrow attentispans, we will concentrate on the
basic pringblesfrom thefiWorship Songboakof Psalms, and not
make this a comprehensive study.
Hereds a quick little asefjnopsi s
say about fidhelpuws getvan the right pagk. (Note also
that in these Psalms, there arsoatorrelations to oth@iblical
references that chime with what Moses and Davie hacorded.)
We have already seen that all praise and worship is to
originate from the heart. It has to be Spiritual. It can be in many
different physical forms, butihu st be coming from t
just make a Ilittle |isté

Worship IS

(According to a few things written by Moses and David):

1 A Response to God for His Greatness
(Psa 96;109:30)
Spiritual (Psa. 51:1; compare Jn. 4:231)
Adoration and Awe of God
(Psa. 27:4; see also Hab. 3:2)
1 A spirit of Praise, and Thanksgiving
(Psa. 100; 107:22; see also Heb. 13:15; | Pet. 2:9)
1 Singing (Psa. 96; 100 & 10).
(Note these are Psalms ascribed to Mgses.
1 Joy,(which can be also accompanied by Danging
(Psa.98; Psa. 149:3; | Pet. 1:8
Also,1 Chron. 15 and 16)
Focusing on God(Psa. 95)
Confession and Repentang®sa 51; Acts 3:19)

= =

f
f

Wow! Just in these few principles, worship involves a lot of
spiritual, emotional and experiential things. But thadthat really
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captures oneds a-blltgdadng primcipledf s t hat
worship must be to focus on God f |
Worship is ALL about God! God is enthroned by the praise of His
people. Or as modern language ptit&od inhabits the praise of His
people! (Psa 22:3)When we focus this way, a natural tendency is to
praise Him, not only because of all the great things He has done, but
also for His mercy and compassion, which in and of itself, will lead us
into confession and repentance.
Wor ship should I1GOBId us to one th

The LORD of the Universd;l Elyon

The Maker of heaven and earth, thedlverful Adonai
Elohim El Shaddai

The Holy and Eternal "I am that | an¥ahweh

The Adonaiwho is both Mater and Friend.

Abbg who is our Father God

And The Name that is above all namésshua®

=a =4

=A =4 =4 =4

When we are concentrating on who God is and the great tHmgs
has done, the tendency is to NOT dwell on your individual situation.
I n ot her wowetl enourpreblemstVe fintl joydn God.
We think about what Hdid for us. Even the stupid, dreadful things
aren't so stupid and dreadful anymo(®K...maybe we went too far
with that one.)But seriously...that's where one needs to be while in
worshp!

Too much of real life situati@tend tokeepus focusedolelyon
the wrong things.Yes, right now you may hate what you do for a
living. Yes, you may not even be able to stomach the sorry,
organized, corporate worship as a whot@u may hate legjism.

You mayabhor"put-on” religion. You may be even turned off by any
kind of organized and institutionalized worshiput learn to focus!
Worship is to focus on God.

We love God! And what is more amazidgHe loves ud! Yeah!
Break out the band struments, guitars and cymbals! Cough up th
sand thatoés sdamnudkl etnéougi ndirtoatlsi ¢
mercies of God!THAT gives us hopeTHAT gives us something to
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sing about! “éshuas our reason for picking ourselves up and moving
onwith the journey before usAbbahas given us a reason to go on.

The Good, the Bad, the Ugly in Worship.

Now | etdés dive a little furthe
be noted while we are | ooking ovel
compare somgood worship habits with those that are not.

One good habit that other experienced Biblical worshipers
have noted is to just take the timdisden to God.instead of
constantly babbling to Him about our problems and troubles. He
already knows all adut them. Jesus told us to let our words be
few. (Matt. 6:513) Solomon had also reminded us of that.

o0Do not be quick with your mout |
your heart to utter anything before God. God is in

heaven and you are on earth, so let your wdrels

few. 0 (Ecclesiastes 5:2 NI V)

You have probably even heard a worship song or two about
this. But wor ship doesndét have to hav
worship. Thecompilationwe are writing here may be a little long, but
our words to God during evship have been fewer and fewer in the
past few years(It brings a little smile just to write that.)
Dono6t c on ftoeganediessn whictvGod wants
us to pray. No, this is worship time. Praged petitioncan be
included in worship, buhe emphasis once again is ¢etdis on God,
not to ask for thing$or ourselves The desert hgmintedusto
this...not a worship song, not a sermon, not someone pointing their
finger and saying we need to get in line or elskel. The Holy Spirit
actudly brought this to our attention and confirmed it in Scripture.
But He had taetour attention first, and He did it through the desert.
Letds be clear. We are not sa
much Thisis a different subject altogether. We fiive our requests
and concerns, but they should also be based on what Godwanits
what we want!Our emphasis during worship is communing with
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God not babbling on and on to Him about our situationfi Ba b b | i n g
on and onodo is what)Jesus says the

Communion with God in Worship

Christians shoul d | ustThidisoave be
line of reasoning that yomay need tawell on for a little bit. If we
do not have this desire, then rbaywe need to first, check our
spiritual pulse, themaybe we should investigate our position in
Christ before God. We are part of the family @ojeint heirs with
Christ. We can boldly enter into the Holy of Holies because of the
blood of Christ and commune with our AbBather! The Aramaic
termfi Abbua 8d here | iter®aOnlygreammons fA D
daughter, being naturally born or adopted, can use this intimate term
for their father.

Also, consider this: Gdil being the almighty, all knowing,
all sovereign, maker of you and éné&nows all about or situation,
our wantsandourh e a desir@ssbefore we can even think of them.
(Matt 6: 8) What He wants us to do is to h&aéth in who He is and
that whatever befalls us is somehow going to ultimately bring H
glory. (Heb.11:6) Besides, the Bile teaches us the Holy Spirit
already intervenes for us with groaning and earnest passions from
deep within us(SeeRomans 8.)He does command us to prayd
we should. Jesus was a prime example of what it takes to be in
earnest prayer. However, we dot feelYeshuaspent all His prayer
time with God asking for this and
us to pray) that God meet His daily neeatsd that Hevould be
strengthenetb do His will, and the Bther would be glorified through
Him.

We beli@e Yeshuaspent most of His prayer time in
communion with the Fatheand that his is worship in
its purest form
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As we have said before, modern Christianity has somehow
|l ost touch with this aspect of wol
given Sunday rning if they spend a regular communion time with
God, and they most | ikely will sa:
conservative, we feel this is because we have been taught to stay away
from the Spiritual because it is an area wiereshouldnot dabble.
Therefore it is out of our comfort zone.
The Charismatic movaent has made great stridesimging
Spiritual worship back into focus, but itagsoour opinion that in
manymodern worship services, too much emphasis is put on an
emot i on aAnemdidna tesponse is needed in worship and
should be part of it, but this emotion should not be the ultimate goal
as many have made iOur experience tells uis is a subtle
misdirection that leads us off into dfssatisfying aspect of worghi
that exalts the soul of merather than the Spirit of God.
Letds |l ook at it in this |ight
longing to be with your daddy? You wanted to crawl up in his lap and
feel his hug, hear his voice, and be like him in every way.Y &ih,
while we were there we would sometimes sneak in a trivial request for
candy or maybe a tricycle; but mostly you wanted his attention and to
be with him. You tried on his really big shoes and walked about
proudly flopping them on the floor, beggingdily to look at you and
be pleasedandmostly youwanted to be just like him!
That Achild |Iike faitho in you
desire of all Christians who have been washed in the blood, grafted
into the Vine, and declared a son throughfiished work of Jesus
Christ! It IS emotionato be with Daddy. Bubeing with Daddy is
the goa) not just the feeling that comes along with it! This is part of
the worship experience.

This very essence odbmmunion aa Christian is such

an imporant part of the Christian journey that is no

wonder that there is so much col
about spiritual worship and the methods, styles, and

preferences that go along with it.
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Satan wants it that way. The enemy does not want you to
experiencdrue worship because it is so vital! So he throws in
misdirection, distractions, controversies, arguments, and confusion so
we get frustrated with it and miss the mark. True worship focuses our
thoughts in the proper directidrtowards God. Satan wants to
pattern ourselves in the world and focus iregalting marand
pleasing ourselves!

Think, pray studyand ask God to show you the trathout
thisissueDonot | et fear be asppcaof t of vy
worshipis important to considdsecoming part of your practice.

Encouraging Corporate Worship

Not only do we see private communion and worship
encouraged in David and Moses®6 Ps.
wor ship stressed as an integral p:
followers. We are encouraged to corporately reflect and remember
what God has done for us.

The early Christian church in Acts records the believeits me
togetherevery dayin fellowship Corporate worshipreflected in the
Lordds Supper or thoéer Eagomethingon of
thatYeshuataught us to do. This is so we continually remember what
God has done for us through the sinless sacrifice of His Son

We are told in Hebrews that we are not to forsake the
assembling of ourselves together as the manirgroe are, so that
we may encourage and strengthen ar@leer in the faith. This
reflected in corporate worshifHeb 10:2325)

Paul of Tarsus gives us ample clues in how corporate worship
is to take place by his encouragement of the Corinthian lchtihe
book of Revelation gives us a glimpse of corporate worship in heaven
andgives us an account tfe singing about théamb that was slain.

Hosts upon hosts are gathered together to praise the name of God.

Corporate worship is important to alfatius ofGo d 0 s
Kingdom from the early daysf Adam and Evgethroughout the many
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centuries sina@ even until today. Let us not forget this important
part ofour Christian walk.

There are modern calls and movements that have stressed the
dismantling ofany kind oforganized corporate servise that we can
focus entirely on individualistic relationships with God. As important
as it is for the Christian to have an individual and personal
relationship with God, so much more itusderstoodhat we should
gather together with one purpose in néinand that is to worship God
corporately.Unless one is specifically called for a season to separate
themselves from all other forms of gatherings, this corporate gathering
should be soughdut.

We must be balancdtere

But we must also caution that we are not to let the ways of the
world enter in and take over in place of the Holy SpWite need this
corporate time to strengthen ourselves and encourage one another!
TheBody of Christneeds to arise and jointhal s i nandimi t y é
wor shipéto stand against the thro
maturity and fullness of the Bride of ChrigEph 4:13) But again, let
us be careful to not try and box God in by our maade rules and
religious organization thaéndsto divide us. Butatherlet us
collectively seek witta pureheart exclusively, the desiresf God and
the Spirit of Truth!

Gifts and Talents used in Worship

Another importanaspecof which we need to be reminded is
fibad worship practicés Bad waship is probably a misnomer.
Maybe a better way to sawito u | d b ef:o cfiunsreodn gwor s hi |
What we t hi nk wrorfgfooude@ n u svdealswitly 0
motives, especiallipowwe maysometimes use the worship service
accomplish some sort eélfservice Worship is noa time for
someone to come forth and draw attention to themselves through their
specialtalents and gifts for their own ultimate satisfaction and
glorification. This isa type ofperformance basedorship
Performance based mairytends to bef the soul and not of the
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spirit. Let it be mentioned here thatany worship leaders and

preachers often fall into this trap. How many times have we gone into

worshipworried about ourselves aathout how we are going to
fi deér O ountalents and giftand what kind of compliments we
get? Is this worry not about pleasingen?

Now this is not true in all cases and certainly not how we
normally tend to react to different ministries, but how many times
have we been to a church, Chestconcert, or seminar where we felt

|l i ke the preacher, speaker, sol

Oi

themselveso belief that fhewmare

and God just couldnét get along

Il 6m sur e t hedbdackoftheir minds that what theyh
are doing is for the Lord; but if they get no recognition for what they
are doing, they go ballistic and do whatever they can to draw some
kind of attention.Some have been known to go into depression
because they didnt g et aor gccotades fphwineffart. For
|l ack of a better term, we |ike
h er e é amedd tossmy clear of thileshly tendency)

1

Wi

t o

Onceagainl et 6 s be c | eatrheartedMbat bel i e

showing atristic talents, practicing our gifts, and glorifying God with
them is not only scripturahut also commandddr every believer to
do.(See Romans 12; | Cor 12 and T3jis is a part obur holy and
reasonable service.

But to use thee gifts forour ownpride andsatisfaction
trying to elicit an emotional responaad glorifying the fleslis
definitely not worship nor is itministry. This is wherave as
Christian brothers and sisters fall prey to the er@emgpecially ones
thatareextremely talented @hhave practiced spiritualaship for a
considerable time and are very comfortable wethformancéased
theatrics Because of this familiarity, and lossgandingipo | i thalh 0
most do not obtain, pride can creep in and overshadow their
meaningful relabnship with the Father. Pride is a dangerous thing.
As a matter of fact, it crosses a line into danger that God will not let
go on for too long.

Keeping all of this mind, its possible for us to do whatever
our heart wants to do in the name of Godj & could very well be
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classified as worshép as long aour actions are holy and pleasing
and done as unto the Larduided by the Holy Spirit That és t h
and simple truth thate needo understand before we start tacking on
all sorts of stipulatins and guidelines!

Then againwe may not have to do anything witbur gifts
and talents in order to worship the Almighty. Simple communion is
just thad simple communion.

Worship is not a musical concérthough it could be.
Worship is not an entertaig lecture on the attributes of Gbd
though it could be. Worship is not an orchestrated technical showpiece
t hat 6 sagahermd thaudh it could be!

Letdéds check &@ut Romans 12: 1

“Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's

mercy, to dier your bodies as living sacrifices, holy

and pleasing to Gadilthis is yourspiritual act of

worship Do not conform any longer to the pattern of

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what

Godswillisshi s good, pleasing and per

What is our reasonable act of worship? How do we offer our
bodies as living saarvfewes? GOUHE
When we view God in the light of a loving God that has done great
thingsfor us, and as the One who has provided a way of salvation
solely through the conduit of love, we cannot help but transform our
thinking into Aworshipo. When we
paralyzing fear and look into the light of love from the eyes af,Go
our minds, our hearts, our bodies fall into the line of complete
sacrificial service to a loving God who loves us for no other reason,
excepd He chooses to do so!

The bottom Ibadhepatst ¢ehmsof tthlee A
looking out for number or@ethat is we do ibnly for ourselves. Itg
self glorification, pride, and arroganc&he subtlety of this seduction
is easily transfeableto whatever goal we may have in worship,
whether itis emotions, performances, responseaccolades.
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Butinlighto f Go d 6 s shoddrbergnsformed in our
thinking that GOD should get all the attention and glory. legin
toseethati t 6 all almootus. Therefore, all that we do ends up as
funt o t he L or cads@rasal wrshipioffsad el v it
because we want Him to be glorified!

A quick word of warning here to our fellow sojourners that
scriptureplainly points out: IF we continuinglyseek to puff ourselves
up and use our talents and gifts in pride and arrogance, and ultimately
push the Lordrito the back seat of our worship; and we continue to
dependn the flesh and emotisrior leading others into worship,
with the ultimate goal of an emotional higlwe maycross over a
very thin lineinto holy discipline Godmayhave to bring us into a
forcedposition of humbleness so we learn ssten that God is a
fij eal @uaxdndhinglis to be placed above Hithwe have a
God given gift or talent, we best use it for His glory, and His alone.

(Prov 29:23; Especiallyjook atJames 4:43)

This waning does not mean we cannot use our gift or talents
within the confines of the world. Oh Contraire! If we seek the
ultimate glorification of God in holiness and are using this gift and
talent as pleasingntoGod, it does not matter at all what we dala
where we do it! As long asis glorifying to God, and led by the
Holy Spirit, with the aim orgoal of directingour heartsdoward God.

Of course when we finally find a good measure of true
worship within our pr acgddisfgng, don?ot
without a little bit of preparation. ldw many times have we sat down
to have some real communion with God, spend some time in the Holy
of Holies, earnestly seeking His
start whining about being hungry; the basills about work; your
husband or wife needs something done right away; the lights go out;
or you even fall asleep!

Educate one another to focus on God. Practice and strive to
be the best you can be (as unto the Lord) in using your gifts and
talens during worship. Try not to draw attention to yourgelit be
prepared and ready if yare called upon to lead in worship
Encourage one another to be open
worship. Let everything be done decently and in groeirely on the
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Holy Spirit to usher us into the Throne Room, instead of trusting in
the flesh usingimmicks and technology!

This is God time! Learn to respect it! This is communion
with the Lord God Almighty. This is ouAbbatime! Try not to let
anythirg stand in the way of this most precious time for fellow
sojourners and believersdoink and be refresheid one of the most
intimate experiences a Christian can padakelividually and
corporately!

What is True Worship?

We can clearly see that it is our personal relationship with the
Father that ultimately determines how we enter worship. Our attitude
of worship does not depend on a particular style or method, nor our
likes and dislikes of those certain styles and methtids.spiritual
and to be led by the Holy Spiritt does not hinge on psychological
tactics and certain styles of musior does it hinge on professional
performanceand technicafibang in orderto usher us into the
presence of the Lord. Our own personal attitude is of utmost
importance.

Worship may be singing old gospel hymns, or using
thunderous guitars and drums. There are times when we may use just
plain old vocal harmony or we could etun praise with a 309oice
choirand orchestraBe it duringcommunioninanfiEr ev Shabbat
or at home being silent and still before @oilis importané vitalé
to dways keep worship in our scheduld.u st dondét | et th
in the way of theesults!

When it comes to True Worship:

Christ has given us the privilege.

Holy Spirit provides the means.

Rejoicingand passioris the fuel.

Instruction in lumility is the ticket.

Stayingfocused n God is the keyéand
Total communiorwith God isthe goal!
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The deseriife teaches us that we need to always strive for

personal and corporate time with d\Mlstba Qaddy). We need to set

aside time to praise and uplift the glorious Fatved His SonYeshua
haMeshiachwith music and songand donavith joy! Our experience

of desert thirst has focused our attention on some spiritual

nourishment we all neddlfilled, if we are to live and thrive in our
surroundings. We oIl | al | be more
brothers and sisters if we just staetending to worshipgand stop

trying to command a performance during worshipd really enter

into the Holy of Holies worshipg in Spirit and in Truth!

Notes:

T o g et he maise HislName@lsovemll hames!

The Names of Godby Lambert Dolphin http://www.ldolphin.org/Names.html

http://www.worldinvisible.com/library/bookcat.htni, Th e Spi r i t-303a | Man,
Watchman Nee, (Stephen Kaung, Translator) Christian Fellowship Publishers; PF
edition (June 1968) (original publication928)

Thereis still somedebateover this termandit is uncertain because @festern
cultural bias.

Seebibleresources.wordpress.com/2007/06/20 /rietR5abbafatherdaddy
controversy
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Chapter 8

Letting go of Ministry

The desert teaches us some very interesting thingst our
surroundings, our needs, and our focus. But there are still some things
we need taliscoverfrom the others who have been through the desert
trek before useither out of pure survival, or for another reason that
maybring dread and terror to rebof u$ changé

Elijahdés Situation

When we look at the life of Elijah we see a prophet of God
with a great resume of victories and onecatiedfidefead.
In 1 Kings 17 through chapter 19, we find the Biblical stories
told of this great prophet. dde we read that the ravens fed him. He
was fed by the oil and flour that never dried up. He brought back the
wi dowés son from deat h. He call e
consumea sacrifice that was a demonstration of the powerful LORD
God. He had allhe prophets of Baal killed. He prayed for rain, and
even ran a marathon by the power of God
But then Elijah got a message from Jezebel. This wicked wife
of King Ahab said she was goingkill him (19: 1-2). So, he ran
again. This time about 70 mid¢o Beersheba in whabme
comment aries say was fin fear for
St John of the Cross, a mystic monk of th& déntury,
describes this experience of EIij.
does the Christian author, David Rober.
When you lok closely in scripture, this dark time for Elijah
especially takes on a significant role for our study, becatakeis
place in the DesertWh at ever name you may cal
lifed it is a time of Desert Lifexperience And here once agaGod,
through the teaching of the Holy Spirit and the life of Elijah, is using
the desert to bring home a few important lessons for us.
St. John of the Cross wrote,
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AGod perceives the imperfection:
because of his love for us, urges agitow up. His love

is not content to leave us in our weakness, and for this

reason he takes us into a dark night. He weans us from

all of the pleasures by giving us dry times and inward

darkness. In doing so he is able to take away all these

vices and crate virtues within us. Through the dark

night pride becomes humility, greed becomes simplicity,

wrath becomes contentment, luxury becomes peace,

gluttony becomes strength. No soul will ever grow deep

in the spiritual life unless God works passively in that

soul by means ©f the Dark Night.

In my own life, | have met with the imperfections of my
character and dealt with a long desert experience of depression and
doubt about God and myself. Surprisingly, God used this time in the
desert to teach, strengtheand nourish me, and did it in His tender
love and care. Having stripped me of all my pride and everything |
held dear, He replaced it with a powerful appreciation for His
character and love that can only be described as divine.

The point that Hildard | want to make here in the life of
Elijah is that sometimes the process of turning a corner or choosing
the right path, and gaining a new
only come through the process of the desert jouriiéys may
involve some bighanges, and it needs to be embraced if we are to
have an effective ministry. It may mean letting go of the familiar, or
the ministry that wdavenurtured for such a long time ahdve
called our own. Sometimesishs very difficult to do, as weshal see
in the life of Elijah.

When we read the text of 1 Kings chapter 17 through 19, we
get the sense that Elijah is a powerful matithe dvine blessing of
being Godds spokesman and inter me
must have been awesomepostion.

Think about it.
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Being a prophet meant you could stand in the courts of Kings,
call down fire from heaven, perform many great miraculous feats, and
predict the future with imaginations hanging on to every word.

The catch was that you had to\msy obedient in speaking
exactly what the Lord tells you t
Lord tells you to do.Somethat did not do this were cursesbme that
disobeyed were punishe@ome lost their position, and others lost
their lives®

ElijCGyhos

Elijah cried in 19: 4, "I have had enough, Lord." "Take my
I i fe; [ am no better than my ance:

This cry bewilderedusfor quite a while. Something just
di d mir@ true in our spirgas to what most commentaries state was
the reason forueh an outburst.

Elijah said this after a 70 mile run to Beersheba, and then
another days journey after that. Then he falls asleep; he is woken up
and nourished by God; then he takes 40 days and nights to go what
should have been a 7 day jourriey.

We especially get confused when God speaks to him in the
gentle voice saying What are you dd&bdng her e,
actually asks this twice, and gets the same response fivitaye
been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have
rejectad your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your
prophets to death with the sword. | am the only one left, and now they
are trying to kill me too. o

We have read a lot of commentaries and heard many sermons
that Elijah was scared for his life anghning away from Jezebel.
Therefore the reason he was in the desert was ipd@atshmentor
nothaving enougtfaith in God

But somehow that just doesnboét
Elijah and his character. Some think it is because Elijah is gging
against a woman with vestrong andeducing spirits. That could be
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true in many respects, especially when you study the meaning of her
name’
Butso mehow, that just doesndét ad
Hereds a man who justphess,et up h
taunted them with sarcastic remarks (18:24), and ended up
slaughtering them all (18:40). Does he sound like someone who
would be scared of a conniving wo.l
There must be something el3e!
Could it be that even aftsuchgreat success,that this
dedicated anéhithful servant in tach with the very nature of God
still needed to learsomethingdeeply profoundboutthe natureof
Godand Hissovereigrwill?
Could it be that at the forefr
that was about tensue was something he knspiritually and
mentallyb ut  dvanttomface
It is important to realize that the desert can also be a spiritual
awakening time even though we may
the Christian areattimebecausetw@ bBaven ot al
failed! The desert classroom calls even the rnmogbrtantspiritual
leaders to where God is waiting to reveal himeg#n more

profoundly
Most commentaries have |l ong di
failure. Wetendtolookatthes Goddés tri umph. Go

things about HIMSELF hede some interesting aspects about His
attributes and His nature; and He dodhribughthe desert ministry.

Elijahds Run

Do you actually think that Elijatan from Jezebedfter
knockingoff hundreds of Baal prophets, more powerful and more
influential than Jezebel, because he was afraid of her?

So whatwas he afraid of?

Our thoughts turn toward other desert ministry subjects and
we ask the same question.
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Whatwas Jonah afraid of whdre ran fromhis assignmefit
Whatwas David afraid of when ham to the desert for cover? What
was Moses afraid of when he ran to the desert?

All of the commentaries may be right in some aspects of their
interpretation of this powerful story. Howevdre way we see it is
that it és nwhoorwhadherancfromas it magbeid
fiwhyo0 El i jah ran to the desert.

For sure in all these cases we mentioned above, these men of
God were comfortable in their positiohwhere they were. Moses
wasa powerful Egyptian prince. Jonah was a powerful prophet, just
|l i ke El'ijah, calling doonamwint€odbos | |
King, powerful soldier and warrior. Different reasons kept creeping
up as to why they ran to the desert; and they all haddtfierent
reasons.

May we proposition you here to think that maybe they LIKED
the positiorthey werein? Couldit be that they may have wanted to
maintainthe e posi ti ons and do Godds wi l
viewpointandfamiliar ways of doing timgs?

It coud be that God had other ideas Wanted to show these
faithful servants.MaybeGod wanted to show a different side of
Himselfto them. But first, they needed some stripping away of the
familiar comforts and needed to enter into the classn with a little
humility.

This way, as St John of the Cross séi@reed would become
[or replaced with]simplicity, wrath would become contentment,

l uxury would become peace, and gl

With thesecomfortsstripped away, itvould be easieto
realize that God had a different side afj¢ther they needed to
discoved love and gace. God wanted them to not just see His great
power and judgment, but also see His great love, grace, forbearance,
and forgiveness.

It could be tlat Elijah wanted to stick around and be the great

ifire caller of heaveno for a | on
Most NIV Bibles have a translation note in this passage where

it says fAElIlijah was afraid and r a

can also be transkatd |, S$Mahgdahan for his | if

12C



The Desert.ife Letting go of Ministry

way The Message translatesitWhen Elijah saw how things were, he
ran for dear | ifeéeo

Maybe Elijah saw the end of his public ministry.

Wait a minuteéwhat ?

Being the prophet he was, maybe he sawetid to his public

m nistry. Leted svajsindtt g aeya dma yt me gh
Do you really think he was afraid dézebel odeath?
| doubt it.

Do you really thi nkdemoegodsas af r
Most definitely not when we loo&t what had just happened on Mt
Carmel with the rest of the prophets of Baal.

Maybe what he was afraid of had nothing to do with fear of
dying, but everything to do with livingCould it have something to do
with giving up t he egohepltaye? of bei |

Think about it.

Could he have realized that he went a little too far in his pride
in dealing with the Baal prophets that he sensed that God was not
pleased, and he was about to be removed?

What did God tell him to do? He told him to back the way
he came, appoint some new kings and THEN find Elisha and anoint
him as a prophet to take over his job.

If you read the passages again with this in mind, like we did,
maybe a few things will pop out at you with better clarity. Look at
whatElijah saysfil have been very zealous for the LORD God
Al mi g hhisypamé&orGodist r ans | at ed, iLORD, t
hostso in the NeandikthedNew King Jamest a n d a
it 6s tr anoltteArmetA MBIOOs 0 i n IMhe Mess
Hebrew tis actually the nam¥ahwehElohim Sabaoth

YahwehSABAOTH"The Lord of Hosts" The

commander of the angelic host and the armies of God.
Isa. 1:24; Psa. 46:7, 11; 2 Kings 3®2; Jer. 11:20 (NT: Rom. 9:29;
James 5:4, Rev. 19: 1116) ®

St r oHB6H36 Saba' tsawbaw' or (feminine)
tsbadah {tselaw-aw'}; from H6633 a mass of persons
(or figuratively, things), especially reg. organized for
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war (an army); by implication, a campaign, literally or
figuratively (specifically, hardship, worship).

KJV: apponted time, (+) army, (+) battle, company,
host, service, soldiers, waiting upon, wéaf(e).

This name: ALord God of Hostso, t
armieso, is used mostly in refere
dealt mostly in military tams of describing protection and fighting for
Godds p(8Bee Romased:29 and compare it to Rev 19t6.)

Elijah knows whose side he is
predicament however, maybe he doe:
the forces bevil. It seems to me that what he may have meant was,

Anl ran to fight another day, sinc

Godsaysii What ar e vy o kljadanswergagairer e ? 0
(and we take a little |iberty her
in battle for the Commander in Chi
around to do the job because they
are trying toln afkuer tnhee ro upa rtaophroa s e
left to do the battles here, but me! Andifthem k e me out , w e

gonna be up the creek without a p.

Could itbe that by killing all of the Baal prophets and then
running, he was taking matters into his own hands and trying to
presere GoddOs wormethody hi s own

Could it also be that heanted to cling to his current position
and not get taken out before he was ready or before he thought his job
was done? Could this explain why heséid, 6m no better t
ancestors?o0

Maybe the 7@mile run jogged a little sense into his head and
herealized his futile mistake, remembering the prophets of old who
also had their vain faults. It seems from what we read in the
scriptures, most all of the patriarchs and saints of God had their little
fl eshly fiaces in the hownplanst o ke e|
alive, just in case things went awry.

Abrahamés ace was to tell ever
Jacobb6és ace was to swindle his wa:
descri bed as one of the most humb|
ace wth the force of anger to get things done.
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Get the picture?

Hey, t hese ashattarifgtsinsmarrgadly toeus,r t h
but they did reveal cracks in their faith or maybe even pride of having
back up plans of their ouwtepan j ust
out.

Look at the little comment God says to Elijah that is most
often overlooked (I f we may parap!
got SEVEN THOUSANDirMYback up plan that ha
knee t o B arTaus!hatpdrtitudar rép@ne says a lot as to

what was in Elijahos heart when hi
Godthensai d (i n our paraphrased r
explain something else to you, EIl |

surrounded and taken care of with Jehu and HazadlIthen your
successor, named Elisha, will take care of anybody else that happens
to slip through theDudela ke ! @ot |int |
covered!o
AfnéeSo Elijah, what ARE you tryi
oK, He di dnoét s ayastically. Buhimdur way
humble opinion, He did tell hiramphaticallythati Your ways ar

my ways. o

Elijahds Lesson

Gentle and |l oving was Godds or
revealing Himself to Elijah. Look how God took care of him after
running all that way and seeing him collapse under the juniper tree.
God might have looked upon his actions like a loving father would
with his little child, whoimac hi | d6s best strength
muster, tries to defend his dad from harm.

Inthiscasé t 6s just too much for on
Elijah realizes this and is at the point of throwing it all away because
he sees the fuiil of trying to do all of the #ttles of the Lord by
himself. But GOD comes to him and feeds and waters him, becau
the desert jJjourney that i1 s to comi
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This so much reminds usA of a v
bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff
out . 0 ( I|.HareGodhtredts2Elija&h )with lovie NOT
damnaion and punishment because he ran.

God had some more teaching to do. Again the desert imagery
plays an important part. He wanders for 40 days and 40 nights in the
desert wilderness. He seems to follow a pattern that is very familiar
when we thinkabmt scri pture and Godébés dea

Moses had to |l earn of Godds pr
wandering in the desert for 40 years. The children of Israel had to
learn of God this way aldor 40 years David, even though he slew
the greatgianGo | i at h, needed to |,amrn of
carethrough the desert

And as we read in the Psalms of David, God used desert
imagery to drive home these truths in Psalms 55:

AMy heart i s i nthedgemgswof sh wit hir
death assail md-ear and trembling have beset me;
horror has overwhelmed me.
| said, "Oh, that | had the wings of a dove! | would
fly away and be at rest would flee far away and stay
in the desert;
Selah
| would hurry to my place of shelter, far from the
tempestand storm."

All of these lessons took place in the desert classroom!
When God finally speaks to Elijah on Mt Horeb (by the way
which is the same mountain Moses caamefto face with the
creator), # d o e\wa Eimselin the mighty wind, the treminig
ground, or raging fire (as he had done with Moses). He spoke to
Elijah in the still small voice.
Do you think there may be some significance here?
MAN, OH MAN! I I'tdéds | oaded wi
The first scripture that pops to mind'isd N o tightmgr bym
power, but by my GB@AIrmitgflethygalady s t h
4:6) The Message translates'itd You can't force the
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only come about t hr ofdhghAngayr nSpeisr.iot
Did you notice what name pops out haleo? Lord God-of-the-
AngetArmiesi Yahweh, Elohinsabaoth.

This had to be a real paradigm shift for Elijah. Here he had
been used to calling down fire, blowing away false prophets, and
shaking the foundations of the kingdofasthe Great Commander
Chief(Yahweh Elohintabaoth) and t henéGod reveal
gentler side of th&ahwehyireh, A God o u VYiretRiterally i der 0
meandi God seeaned and signifies that He
and provides adequately when the ticomes. (Gen 22: 19 ; Stron
H3070 from H720)) andYahwelShalom A The Go@haloh Peac
signifiesthat kind of peace that results from being a whole person in
right relationship to God and to one's fellow mjan.

What we believe the key teaching for Elijalréés that the
HolySpirit needs to | ead the way in
not our ways-even when circumstances may seem hopesxbye
think the only way out is to fight our own battleg¥e need to let go.

Whatever ministry we may have is ratrs. It never was.

Later on in revelation, we read that Jesus taught these same
principles to His disci pdbefast,wi t h
you must be last;umbleness marks a man of God; God is ever
gracious and forgiving; and He honating humble and humbles the
proudo. D eoincydenaehdt the disdiples James and
Johnthe onesvho wanted to call down fire from heavenir h e
otherwére corrected by Jesus with
Luke 9:4656)

El i j ah&tandilgn d e r

Notice what Elijah does after this encounter with God in the
desert (19:19). He goes directly from there to find Elisha and throws
his cloak on him, signifying he was to be his successor. | think Elijah
is demonstrating here that he got the sage. He finally let go of
fihisd ministry. He captured a new vision of his position, and then let
go and let God have His way.
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It took the desert to get his attention. God gently let him in on
just what His plameallyw a s . As a matthearrof of f a
Elijah very much after that in this narrative, except for a few
encounters with Ahab again.

Where did he go? What did he do?

We have to jump over to 2 Kings chapter one to find out.

Four years later, we find him at GilgaMost likely ths is a
school for prophet¥. We arenot sure if Elijahwas a paid staff
member whdaught here; but certainly he and Elisha, his now
constant companion and apprentice (2 Kings 2), visited here often.

It seems that Godbés weteapublio!l e f
arena and go privately teach others how to serve in the office of
prophet. It seems his newfound revelation of God was needed in the
up and coming prophets who were ready to take over the reigas. W
believethiswasG o drévelationfor Elijahin hisdesertife ministry.

How many times have we as spiritual leaddes] tohang on
toouri mi ni st r i es o0westwyd? IEeen after Godthdsa n
moved on, we try to desperately make things happen in our own
power ? Wh e n Qomdovesod it is always best taleét me
go and move on.

One more thing before we leave the story of Elijah. It deals
with one of the last encounters he has with Ahab in 1 Kings 21.

Ahab had stolen Nabothés viney
accusations @jured up by Jezebel) and God sent Elijah to prophesy
against him for fimurderingodo this |

After EIlijah encounters his fio
prophesies against himétake a | ool

AWhen Ahab heartadehisbhl@respuvor ds, h
on sackcloth and fasted. He lay in sackcloth and went

around meekly. Then the word of the LORD came to

Elijah the Tishbite: Mave you noticed how Ahab has

humbled himself before nf&Because he has humbled

himself, | will not bring tis disaster in his day, but |

will bring it on his house in tI

Do you think there may be some significance here?
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MAN, OH MAN!!!

God is still teaching Elijah about humility! God turns around
and shows his mercy, forbearance and aditmnal love to one of the
most undeserving individuals we have ever seen.

Even the storyteller of the account reiterates heally bad
Ahab wasé

(There was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to
do evil in the eyes of the LORD, urged on bybBekhis
wife. He behaved in the vilest manner by going after
idols, like the Amorites the LORD drove out before
Israel.)

The author of the Kings probably thought the same thing as
we are thinking. i Man, t his dude
anot her | esson illustrated of God?od
We must always keep in mind; His ways are just not our
ways. Here even though this evil king was deserving of harsh
punishment for his actions, God delayed that punishment because
Ahabhumbled himself before God.
Do you think Elijah would have accepted this outcome
without any kind of protedieforehis desert experience?
Just think about what Elijah did on Mt Carmel with the
prophets of Baal. Remember how he taunted them?

fBy nom, Elijah had started making fun of them,
taunting, "Call a little loudes+-he is a god, after all.
Maybe he's off meditating somewhere or other, or
maybe he's gotten involved in a project, or maybe he's
on vacation. You don't suppose he's overslept, dp you
and needs to be waked up?"

(1 Kings 18: 21 The Messagde

It is not difficult to see why God wanted to keep teaching
Elijah about humility. Do you think he finally got the message and
passed that great lesson on to his pupils?
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El i jExdmple

As leaders and teachers we must be careful to live out the very
things welearn as we see in the life of the successor of Elijah.
Elisha had an image problem. It seems that he was bald and
got a little rattled when some street kids started making fitaimo(2
Kings 2324). He cursed them and two dhears came out of the
woods and maulethosekids. 42 kids diedbecausélisha cursed
them.
Those of us who have kids know
to have them torn from limb to limb becauseaqgdroud prophet with a
psychological image problem must have been devastating to the
parents. Sure, the kids should have been taught some manners and
respect. Sure, they should not have been unsupervised. And maybe
Eli sha was havingnom bad dayéwe dol
But if |l ove and humility was f
ministry, do you think those kids would have died an awful death that
day? With that kind of prophetic power, should we not be extremely
careful to only do what God says we are to do?
Wedonot know about you, but we
how i mportant | ove and humbl eness

If ever we think we are something special; if ever we

think God candédt do the job wi
think that our only job is tdo the spectacular for

the Lord God of Hostsf eve® whatever we dd

i snodt done i n ,woehaemasedd humbl e
the whole point of what it me
representatives and servants.

As we continue our study of the dedédd, it is importanto
realize that God may use the desert as a tool to teach saints and
Christian leaderstocometoame r evel ati on about G
program, and His covenani®&here are times we must all learn to see
our God in a different light to help us understl His will. This is
what we all need to comprehend.
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As we approach a new dawning of how God is revealing His
great mysteries, and ushering us into His Kingdom being
consummated, it will mostertainly involveletting go of the familiar.

Let 6sn kmmiempd it hat the diewedr t
as a fearful, awful place. As you see in the life of Elifabd met him
there, fed him there, taught him there and sent him out from there to
do therealwork of the Kingdomin love and humility.

Let it be a lesson and an example to us all!

AT
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Chapterd
Letting go of the Past

One thing that the Desert will do is give you ample
opportunity to do some inward retrospection. Once we have been
stripped away of constant distractions, the Holy Spirit can use the
guietness to help us focus on some issi@smay be hidden deep
within our psyche. This inward inspection of the soul should remind
us of where we have been, how we got to where we are today, and
wherewe should be going with respeota God who really loves us
beyond anything we could imagine.

Many times this involves letting go of our past.

The following is a personal narrate of how my own desert
retrospection turned into a selkamination of culturerad what makes
me who | am today; and why | nestto let it go, and press on
towards whaGod wants me to be.

Those Werethe Good Old Days

| was reading a book callédB | u e L iakheredbwn z z 0
Donald Miller. 1 t 8 s a g ofoudd ithwellavdeth reaalingdA
pastor friend of mine suggested | read it after talking with Hita.
mentined that Donald Miller sounded a lot like what | was describing
in my conversations with him.
A quote from the book caught my eye and sent me into a deep
i nwar d fr eThatguote keptringiognnomy ears
throughout the daylt seemed the Desesta s n 6t t hr ough t €
more about what God wants in a relationship.
In the book, Donald Miller said,

AfnéMy faith was about i mage ar
practicing spiritualityo.
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ifél had the image of a spiri-t
bowing down to thealden cows of religiosity and
philosophy. o

Some of the things | dwelt upon in my inward reflection ran
deep into my uplnging and God encounter$hes were some deep
seeded issues | had been wrestling yathHilda and | were trying to
fit into a Christian fellowship of some sorts.

It all began with memories.

Ah, memories!All Good!
iOnce i n a | anAK. Ifwasactuaflydacksanwila,y . . . 0
Floridaway backin 1973! (Kind of far away...but not that long ago to
me!)

| graduated fronHigh School in 1973.1 had hair down to
the middle of my back, and | wore a "short haired wig" in order to
work at a McDonalds(The things | did for a job!) drove a yellow,
1966 Rarbler Classic with a set of old sudaks on the topln my
mind, | was soo00000 codljust groovin' down the street in that
car éwith smoke pourlwishdghadaipicturedf t he
that old car! But then again, it just might spoil the mental picture |
have of that pivotal time!

That car really was specialhe i R a ratdll spentnany
a weekend at the bedathust my surfboards, my buddies, a few
girlfriends and me.

For that time of the century, | had the most AVORIE
stereo sound system in my ridewas the envy of the neighborhood!
Hey, it rocked! | had anenormousl00-watt amplifier coupled with an
8-track player!At party time I'd open up my trunk, roll down the
windows and ROCK the beaclit really was special!

I was a "RollingDJ" to go. Some even called me an expert at
negotiatingwits and dunes. Then again, may
saying that!But man, the music was gobdck theh

The music! That's what | remember the most about my
teenage yearslkt's strange how music kind of describes and molds
your young life.l loved all d it! | just didn't realize it as much back
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then! Those 1973 ihsongs you could hear on my stereo all the
time...and all the way down the beadhWwas the music that made my
era what it was!

Yes, those memoriésall very good all very painful! Too
badl didn't know then what | know now...that those were the times |
would look back at and come to a realization of some important issues
that have shaped my life today.

When | described these memories to a few friends of mine,
one quipped:i So y oamolbveeak t hen?0 It sure
thinking. So, was I?Hardly!

| was probably whatyouwould callammtbol. | t s not | i
was the James Dean of aesitablishment oarebellious teenager
who scoffed at clicks and teenage drarmpust marched ta different
drummer. | still do. Yeah, | looked, acted, and behaved like normal
cool teenagers. (Well, as normal as any awkivaenage boy can be!
But inside | thought different and felt different than most of the other
Afcool 0 peopl e.

It seemed likaghings affected me more than othekdy
feelings ran far deeper, and | saw things in the world around me that
nooneelsesaworfelivhat 6 s worse is that | v
express these feelings and describe the things | saw, and people would
look atme like | was some kind of social reject from the State
Hospital. Sometimes would think maybe | should have been
committed!

| realize now what it was, all this weird stuff inside ofdme
but not then.Yeah, thinking back | really wanted to be cool and
accepted by t he i nSoneundedstandlii,most | |
d o n Ithave a tendency to counter flow with normality, even though
by appearance, | tend to conform.

For exampl e: | etlhaginesifyguwoulde r e i
a big boulder irthe middle of this mental picturéJost would say,
oYeah, itos a rock, so what ?0

Well, for me, | would see way beyojubkta rock. | would
see an amazing shape. Perhaps ito:
mystifying presence of something creatleat was way beyond
anything that I could create or dream of mysélfvould possibly
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write a song about it, or try and express it in a paintingould

notice the colors and hues and crevices that made you think of a
character 6s f a.dwouldwodderovydt erdede@mt ur e
the way it did. Why is it in the middle of this picture?

I would also wonder why others
saw, and be perplexed as to why they rolled their eyes at some of my
strange mental pictures and wvimagination.

It s how myThratnéds woyr kfisdi f f er ent

Itdéds not that 1 6dm an intellectual
amazing revelationst t 6s mor e al ong the | ines:¢
artist.

I't wasno6t | on gasHifeefert.Fwas drawdt@ ar n e

others who somewhat thought like | did, but always afraid to hang
with them too long for fear of being labeled a weirditearned over
the years to keep it mostly to myself and not share it with many
people. (Except, now ya all know.) Most do not understand.

(Actually, | don6t understand mys
learned to just go along with what everyone else thought and said.

That way | woul dndét be thought of
into the status quaith the appearancedi c ool conf or mi ty

It is probably why | got so screwed up spirituallidere |
was, an individual that felt and saw things profoundly peculiar within
my own littteworld Honestly, | just coul dnot
Christianity hado be so dull, boring, and discologedilled with
endless lists of guidelines that | had to follow in order to be called a
Christian.

| grew up in the traditional ChurcH.went to services
EVERY Sunday from the time | was first pulled out of my mottie s
womb. | learned my particulanstitutional Christianity viewed things
as either black or whiteCertain issues, trends, or things were either
good or bad.There was no grey area to the rigkitas rules, rules,
and more rules mostly aboutwhatyu coul dndét do.

So when this teenager who along with the wonderment and
emotion of life, who loved the music and culture of the day, and let it
penetrate into the very core of his soul and existence, then tried to
reconcile AChr i stelirgnodmytmascéinimy ngs a
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ownvividworld we I | , it | u sMattedodf fdabibjust ¢ o mp u
froze my mind to wherwoull thomodu | dnodt
act on my own.l chose instead to conform.

To conform, | adapted a mental, selfitilating process of
traditional spirituali ftisheeend pl ay
where | connected to the quoteirB | u e L ithatéh Klad ztoh e
image of a spiritual person, but | was bowing down to the golden
cows of religiosity and philosoph

To make a long story short, | ran the gambit of religion to the
detriment of others and myself until God pulled the plutpund
myself running away and eventually | ran so far that | found myself in
the desert. And there | was, trying to sort things t\hat | found
there was amazingl found that God was there, and as a matter of
fact, He had been with me all along!

Culture, Tradition, Christianity and Clashes

Modern, but traditional Christianity has always lagged behind
the cutting edge of thearid culture by about 10 to 15 yearSome
groups are as much as 25 to 50 years beliih@re are good reasons
for this,butbr | ack of a better word, i n
some cultural phenomenon that has nothing to do with sioral
decadene. The standpoint is thahything newn thought, culture, or
trends has to be of the Devil.

Now, Il 6m not talking about obyv
nature and arizod trends in our society, but more along the lines of
culture and social norms thi&ind to shape any autonomous
community including "Christian” community.

For instance, when rock music first hit the scene here in the
United States, there was a huge outcry by Christian leaders and
preachers.They would preach to the thump of the pugmd loudly
proclaim that it had to be of the Devil. In the late sixties and early
seventies, those words pounded into my psyche and would echo
throughout my hollow world of confusion.
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| therefore concluded with the help of well meaning teachers
andpeachers that the worldly beat i
intoxicating to have come from Godiwould hear evangelists preach
that the emphasis on th& and 4" beat was a representation of the
sex act, which also represented the vile decadence ofalyncorrupt
society. Therefore only the traditional organ and piano would be
allowed inour sanctuaries!

But my mind kept counteracting
the organ and piano have their fdgy of controversies when they
were introduced tdite c hudDaem&td0 orchestras anc
bands have rhythm, beats and melodies to portray a mood and elicit an
emotion® AWhat makes rock and rahydifferent thartraditional
marching bans| country,folk, or big band stylez o

| also heard preachesay that there would never be a place
for drums in the church because drum beatshaytithmscame from
ancient andievil devil worshipin deep, dark Africa.Imagine that!

Rhythm was an invention of ancient devil worship!

It turns out that many of thesilly statements came from
racially motivated biases, and often were laced with deep seeded
control issues.

Me, | naturally felt guiltyy because | loved the beat and the
music of Rock and Roll, but was heavily influenced by the teachings
of the familiar,i Gol d e n Co®@himard hdreadedhthe
thought of having to listen to George Beverly Shea for the rest of my
life.

Even as the AJesus Freako musi
were making headway within some Christian circles, | was made to
feelguit y about everything that had a
threepoint sermon with illustrationsMatter of fact, | was beginning
to feel guilty about everything that | love@omehow | grasp that
anything pleasurable was carnal, because it thight dp in the face
of traditional religion.The consensus waséand st
today:il f it feels good, it candét be

As | have traveled the world, | have found that even well
meaning, welrounded Christians still cannot grasp the intrycat
how our spirit, mind, and body are intertwinddchave found much
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controversy surrounding the iss@nd have been told to stay away
from such discussions, because it leads to depravity!
Now days, many a faithful follower will have the tendency to
judge how carnal a person is because of some of the choices of what
they may like to occasionally do. Some times they may be things that
are frowned upon in some of their conservative circles. Butto a
totally different soacradthemindas!l e,
being Acarnal 0. I't is a totally
There is even an emphasis now that here in the United States,
unless a Christian votes conservative Republiseint h a fATea P
twisttt hereds just no Waddéshwyl tahouon
themselvesmankind, or America.
Yeah, | know all the traditional verses that talk about the

carnal mi nd and Paul 6s teaching, «
dwelling on carnalthingsWe ar e supposed to fAbec:
subjectim 6, Apractice self control o, a

Aconform to the Spiritds control o
These are all well taught and might | addund Christian

Doctrinesto which | agree wholdeartedly we should practic&ut

most of the religious teachiagyou come across about carnality are

stretched to fit a local traditional and cultural worldview. Even

Watchman Nee'gr eat est wor k offultohhss ASpi r |

own worldview. But then again, they are HIGHLY valuable to

understand how the Holypirit works within our spirit to do God's

work, and how the enemy deceives us into following our flesh.

My artistic soul likes to reach deeper and explore beyond the
traditional, and see what lies behind such doctrinal pillars of the
denominationaéndinstitutionalchurch. In true Bohemian stylé,
like to think that if life is too carnal, then why does God leave us here
on earth when we become Christiansfe we supposed to ignore our
socal l ed fAcarnal tendenci esoe whil e
AAshuriti co tnutilatidné prpve ounfaithfuness we | f
aHolyGod?l s t hi s nlgthis ndtwiinsikallyoc@rnal?

From a strictly Spiritual viewpoint, is this not but living in the flesh
and not in the Spirit?
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Where is théalance?Where is the real fence line drawn
between the two extremed? it a local traditional bias that
underscores the dividing Wherais, or
the common ground between doctrin.
worldview as rgealed to us by the Holy Spirit?
If one were to draw a linie the sandomewhere different
than the pastor of the First Baptist Church, are they camdal@oubt,
if the line is more liberal than his, there will be the tendency to think
of them as camal. One could draw the line even further to the extreme
right and become a believer that anything of modern convenience is
carnal. But those who formulate the carnal lists in the traditional
church view this as going fAtoo f a
So whais it really tha gets to decide the dividing line?
I am not advocating complete depravity to emphasize grace
by any meansThere are rather specific things that God hates, and
because we love Him we tend to rather do the things He Idesdo
| advocate that only #htruly spiritual one is the one who spends all
his time in prayer and utterly shunseeything of "worldly" existence.
(Dondt c on ftoesneritof skekisgspivitiiat valuesrom
God o6 s p eandmtdettinghewer]dinfluence our thinking.
But where is this list in the Bible of things that are supposedly carnal,
that the traditionalists like to tack on to the church constitution?
Pl ease excuse me if I 06m a |itt
that delves deep into the core of tramhtl norms, whewgesin these
circles whenitcomestoconformityi t 6 s al | Ther not hin
traditionalistbelieves if you think outside the bd»ou are a
hereti® and worthy of hell fire!
So,IfI may..letsdyi nt o t he fArul e booko
wheret hi' s i ssue of fAcarnalityo |ies
If one is a real Bible scholar, we will have to admit and agree
that we rely on principles taught in the Bible and not litisese
principles often tend to bring different interpretatidrdgpending on
personal cultural backgrounds of
Let me repeat thif you missed it Most dondét | il
it, but the majority of Biblical interpretation relies on a local and
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traditional bias to make sense of the social issues that aprin the
Christian walk.

When you think it throulgphe ito
has a theory or assumption and programs his experiments and
resultant computer analysis to correspond with his
assumpt i o hepéoves ludtredry becauselias already
pre-programmed his data to match his assumptions.

Itdés the same thing with Bibli
a preprogrammed assumption about who God is and what He thinks,
based on His own culture and traditions. Thus any seafaidttruth
in the Bible is seen through the filter of these ags#ions and

traditioral bias. The questionthatonee eds t o ask i s, 1
our Bibles to find out what it sa:
This is a huge blind spotin all religien t 6 s s ad, but mos

Somehow we get this idea that we already know everything
there is to know about God, His plan, His purpose, His ways. I've
heard it said like this many times: "The Canon is closed and therefore
any 'revelation' or relevandiiat isn't spelled out from our assembled
scriptures and Western interpretation is heresy."

We (myself included here) thinkwea n di ssect t he
Amo into bite gboldlgldbellandtcatehoeze plis e c e s
every facet and program; attten we tend to put Him and His
Kingdom up on a shelf for everyone to admire how great of a
Chrisian and Theologian we are!

Once again, in a strict Spiritual sense...this too is carnality.
For in this case, man's intellect and pride must be puffed apcept
his ownmarveloudindings.

Cultural Conformity

OK. I can hear some thumping going on in the pulpit!
Maybe | should back up and look a little more at my own
circumstances in light of tidsand explore the issues a little more in
perspecitre, to bring some further clarity to my own mind.
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As | mentioned before, | was a rewarded, faithful attendee of
church from the get galf the doors of my church were open, | was
there (We | éxéept for the timeas a teenageémwould sneak out of
church and wander the parking lots, bored to tears seiilyiosity!)

As a matter of fact, when you get down to it, | just always seemed to
have fAbel i evedOolneverreallyknowofanetimngn Go
where | doubted the existence of a personal Gaddwed me.

Oh sure, | would sometimes look around &ieotreligions and
ponder othefree wheeling philosophy, wondering what they were all
about and if it was right for meBut | always came home and rested
in the arms oEl Shaddai

As far as churh goes, | did all the denominational, traditional
things. | raised my hand at the proper timdsvalked the aisles of
commitment, and l eventhrewfas t i ck o i nto the fir
These were all things | was compelled t@ daind even wanted to do.
| felt an uncontrollable desire to do these thingsealize now what
orwhot hat was, but back then | didn
about.

When | turned 16 years old, many pieces of the puellle
into place, and Ilchweradh zetditviebh @ t me e
here at that moment , that the fAbaj
threw me into an amazing new spiritual aspect that opened up the
most invigorating and colorful aspect of God that | had never
experienced or known befor&ife was good! Life with God was
incredibly good, even delicious!

But as I look back, | realize my spiritual awakening was
guickly stuffed i ntwasacastuatynioéa si ze
denominational chokehold ofamitional thought

| was tught to conform to religian

In my later teen years, this inward conflict of religious
reasoning and spiritual experiences literally threw me into a tailspin of
searching and rebellion, as | tried to make sense of iMadktly, |
found it easier to@with the flow of my surroundindsbe it either in
church or on the street$was good at assimilatingVhen | was in
the traditional church, | acted the part even though my spirit was at
odds with religiosity.When | was on the streets, | acted the pad
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did the things others were doing, although spiritually there was the
conflict of the ages warring in my soul.

Still later, after some traumatic experiences of life, | gave in
to the wooing of the Spirit to follow God.can honestly say | really
wanted to just follow God and let the Holy Spirit guide me in every
aspect of my life.But | still found it easier to go with my surrounding
flow and settld in with traditional Christianity as taught by my local
church. It felt like the right thing to ddvere. Mostly because it was
here, wherein | was raised.

Thus my cultural bias raised its ugly hedtlivas here that |
started the downward spiral into the catacombs of traditional
Christianity. | can point to this moment where | decided to go with
the flow of my familiar culture, whicin turnsmothered my spiritual
trust in a God who wanted to take me into the outer limits of a
personal relationship.

| trusted a tradition more than God

| placed my faith in a cultural bias, which proved to be
shifting sand and which led me away from the solid foundation of
enjoying the presence of Godnd in whichl might addd He was
wanting to enjoymine! | let go and walked away frothat
invigorating and colorful aspect that was once shown to me earlier.
Pease doné6ét accuse me of wantin
which nurtured and guided me throughout my formative years. | am
not in the least bit sorry for my upbringing. | am very thankful for
godly parents, and thankful for an environment that encourageal mor
issues. | do not deny that in these things | was truly blessed!
In the same way | am thankful for my godly parents who
raised me in the best way they knew how. | am very grateful.
However that still doesndét andke t |
opinions about their care for me. Sometimes they got it wrong, just
like I did with my own children. But condemn them for not being
perfect? No, | would not do thaThe problem lies with me and the
way | conformed and bowed down to the golden obweligiosity!
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However, in that upbringing | can actually single out a
particular teaching that made me a slave taaligion of my youth
ltés a trap that most do not even
godly men and women do not realize it.

We have already discussed this, but it is important to recant
how this issue can squash our relationship with God. | would quake
in my shoes as | was taught about
L o r dhis.was usually accompanied with the traditional axato
image of the old man with the long white beard, having a LARGE
correction stick in his handt was always stressed that he would not
hesitate to smack me up side the head whenever | would have the
slightest inclination to step outside the boundarfesa he chur c hé
moral opinion. If | wandered too fa& death would be a certain
consequence!

| can remember often pondering that God must really hate
people ingeneral! The preacher saidteat e r yone t hat di d
as we do, were not really savedfter all,theynever came to OUR
churchand heard the true gospel

Furthermore, it would be proclaimed that it wag jobto go
out and wrangle up these wretched sinners, and herd them into the real

church, so they could hear the Gospel and be safédl i d n 6 t |, | v
guilty of condemning them to hell because of my lack of obedience! |
can vividly picture that if | di di
per sonal evangelism, that Ol d Man
goodo till | g opreachar said and ebeyed! t h wh af
People were dying every second, and it was my fault that they were
going to hell!

That s some real dicey stuff f

imagination to internalize. No doubt, I fell in line and marched to
their drumbeat,dr fear of retaliation from the taskmastdrbowed
down and conformed to the sacred cow.
Dondt getlamallfovpersang evangelisimhow
we share the gospadspecially in relationships abg how we live
But this type of evangelism waglbgerent. | was taught to force the
Atraditional 0 Gos p€helostweredesqgiged pl| e 6
as being so blind; they were deaf and dumb to anything spiritually
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good.1't didnét matter wbhtentadtepr t hey
anything about @d. The magical formula was thaey just needed
to hear the messag@d recite a sentence prayer to escape the pit fires
of hell! And | was armed to the teeth with answers to dubious
responses! was loaded down with Bible verses and trdctsiough
to leave hundreds wherever the spirit deemed necessary.

Yes sadly (I did sagadly), | did my part of turning scores
away from the real Good News that there is a God up there that really,
really, really loves us, and understands our very core dagoed
ard bad; and that He wanted to have a real personal relationship with
us through the provision of the sinless sacrifice of Jesus Christ!

Culture Crash: Going off the Deep End

After 25 plus years of faithfully playinghe gameof church,
the curtains fejlthe other shoe dropped; and the cows and roosters all
came home to find the barn empty with no place to roost.

It all felt like a charadeltfelt| i kdd®een aheated out of an
inheritance. It felt like | believed a lie and the enemy stole mg.lif

Although | say that, | also want you to know that not all was
meaningless! have experienced some very good ministry moments;
and | also feel that literally hundreds of thousaatdeastheard and
responded to the good news of the gospel througtbekigerent
ministries that were loving, well planned, and thoughtful; and in
which | was privileged to be a paitfeel that God was there all
along, blessing and using those events for His gitegpite my
blindness and thiacus on the wrong thingdAs in the testimony of
the saints and thousands before khe blessedh spiteof myself!

However, He was also there trying to get my attenticzan
just see Him off to the side throwing His arms up and waving, trying
to communicate with me that themas amuch deepereality,
understanding, and relationship with Himself that He wanted to take
me into.

Because | was so blinded by the modern rituals of
fiChurchianityp , | mGao bael tb taketdrastic measurete
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pulled the plug on everythingahl held dear, just so | would realize
the most important thing ifollowing Godis not about our works and
how we perform!

When | look back, | realize | was holding on to all those years
of work in the ministry as my shining hope for the future. | Wwatktit
quickly burn away like hay and stubble. When my wife of 23 years
filed for divorce, | fell off into the deep end and all of those 20
something years of ministry went up in smoke. Literally, | was
abandoned and orphardedy just about everyone | hadlledmy
Christianfamily and friendsOne by one | watched them all walk
away;some to sit in judgmerarmed with damning evidence and
testimonydecl aring me fAunfito t,o be ca
because | had sunk so lowwas left with nothingo cling to,except
God Himself.

It has taken many years to recover from all of those traumatic
life changes. Theloly Spirit has used thgood and the bad, along
with thedesertto teachme many things since. But | have discovered
that God was there along, still whispering that He loved me, and
thatHe still had a purpose for my lifd learned some very key things
about God and His love.

Let me clarify something here. | am not saying that Christians
who are in traditionahstitutionalchurches ar allblind and stuck in a
guilt-ridden, traditional box| am relating these things because not all
traditions and interpretations represent all of the true church and real
believers who have the Holy Spirit residing in their heart of hearts.
Some may b perfectly happy in these cultural settings and look
forward to their traditional programs each weé&kan honestly saiy
these people are sure they are dol
not a problem at all to mel is justnot what | am hearinfjom God,
and it is not where God wants me to be. Honektlg, nottrust
anything set up and run by meand | have good solid reasons to
stand by these revelationswould say to these peopheho stay in the
institutional churctio be sure that Gad in it, andthatyoud on 6t t r u
the false spirit of religion as your guide to truth.
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But pl ease, |l et s not compare
start judging each other because of our own limdted personal
viewpoints.

All of Christianity can stad together on the common ground
we share, and lift up the name of the Lord Jesus together if we would
but forebear one another in love. Our common ground is Christ.
Yeshua haMeshiadqdesus Christisouri One Hope, One L
Faith, One Baptism, arfdne God an®Creatoro f al | . 0 (Eph
of the fAigrey areaso are just pers
the way of how we can each be brothers and sisters in the Lord.

0

Christianity is a Relationship with God

All this retrospection boilsawn to this one eternal and earth
shattering truthAs simple as it sounds, this is wi@bd revealed to
me True Christianity is all about our relationship with God

Yahweh, Elohim El Shaddaants to Tabernacle or dwell
with us. It is not about oulocal church, our ministryour theology,
our doctrinepr about our faithfulness to any Christian task or
organization.God wants to dwellvithin usthrough His Spirit He
wants to interact and fellowship with us mere mortals in HIS, wagl
Hisway ONLYd not ma n &He wanta & hougea spiritual
house made up of you and me as living stones fit together and formed
into the image oMeshiach as His Bride and Body.

As for those of us that He has called and have
heard His voice, if ANYTHING gets in thaynof

this very thing He wants to accomplish in our
relationship with Him, | have no doubt that he will
remove that obstacle, just as any Good Shepherd
would do for the sheep that He loybe it good in
the eyes of man or not

If for one moment we coulgist see ourselves through the
eyes of God, | think we would realize that God is not overly
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concerned that we are somewhat caasale start thisnew
relationship trapped in thifleshly andfinite bodybutfor amoment
As we learn to crawl, then walknd ultimat®y run in the Spirit, we
learn to daily nail that flesh to the cro&ery day wdbecome more
like Him, as wdearn more of Him and what He wants us#y,do,
and be!
|l tds veitypyssiamplabout Hi m!
If we tend to let sin dominateuoactions and fellowship
within this relationship wittHim, He will lovingly place obstructions,
obstacles, and trials in our paths to channel us in the right direction
that will eventually help us learn to trust Him entirely, leaning not into
our own unérstanding.
Yes, He is a Holy God and cannot dwell with sin because of
His nature.BUT just as the story of the prodigal son reiteratts,
alwayssees us as His redeemed children; washed in the blood of the
Lamb, with ALL of our sins forgiven, even thdugve may be
covered with sin for the momentie patiently waits and longs for us
to come home anbde clothed in Higlothing ofeternal blessing.
Soon we will be free of this sinful flesh aptysicallyfree to
be with Him foreve and ever in His Holy qigsence, within His
garden. Tt 6 s wher e wed mcktothggaideny b ac k
That s something to | ook forward
Meanwhile, we areaughtin this dreadful world.But this is
not something to be sorrowful abowor as Donald Miller has
discoveed,sotoohaveliLi fe i s to be | ived, r
t h r o wegshs.said in John 10:¥0,have come that they may have
' i fe and hawWes, Heteavésas herb an edrtuforla! o
purpose.Our life is to be completelfull of His waysto further
establish and buildlis Kingdom. His way is filled with joy,
satisfactionandtheincomparable riches of His grace! For we are His
workmanship created to do good thidgand these things were
created for us to do even before the foundationseoé#nth were laid!

(Eph.2:10f That 6s some ful l l'iving, rig
We are also dght. You might say we are beacons that point
the wayto GodWe ar e gi ant searchlights t

Godos dwAad td thoseghatseek God, Gadl definitely
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reveal Hmselftothem( But it wono6t Bl on manoé
possibly, wedll get the Yethadhce t o
because we are great examples of
personally

Memories are goodPainfulones teach us many thing8ut
the past is the past and now we must let go of it. We press on! We let
go of heartaches, disappointments, failures and so called successful
ministries.

NOW that | have learned theaenazing and simple faoof
who God isand who | ard once again, life is goodLife with God is
incredibly good; and dare | sajelicious!

Notes:

1. Donal d BlielLikedazz, AThomas Nel son Publ i sh
TN., 2003

2. Why not read the entire sead chapter oEphesiangnd then Romans 8
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Chapter 10

Senving God, not Self

Sometimes we may miss an important truth about God
because we have a veil of culture draped over our understanding. We
tend to interpret truth to the limiteédchditional understanding in which
we find ourselves. When God finally gets through to us and removes
theveil, along with thescaleghat blurour vision, the realization and
i mpact of this revelation can be |
how God got hold of our lives with an important truth we tend to
over look

Lifting the Veil of Self

The Pastor was prehmawcrmiong in Lu
AiHow many more times must we h
Rich man?0o
In my boredom | strayed over to these veisdsuke 17, and
my-my, something caught my attention A Caught my atte
i snét strong enough. I'tds more ||
downward, and stuffed my nose into something that suddenly opened
my eyes into a deep truth that edsdeven the most mature Christian.
There it was! The key that unlocked my shackles and tossed me the
golden key to my locked door of opportunities!

Luke 17: 510 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase
our faith!" ® And the Lord said, "If you hadita as a

grain of mustard seed, you could say to this sycamore
tree, 'Be rooted up, and be planted in the sea," and it
would obey you "Will any one of you, who has a
servant plowing or keeping sheep, say to him when he
has come in from the field, '‘Coratonce and sit down

at the table'? Will he not rather say to him, 'Prepare
supper for me, and gird yourself and serve me, till | eat
and drink; and afterward you shall eat and drink'?
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Does he thank the servant because he did what was
commanded® Soyou also, when you have done all

that is commanded you say, 'We are unworthy servants;
we have only done what was our duty.™

The wave of Truth hit me so hard, that | was knocked right
back into spiritual reality. It poured over me like a refreshing ve
pure water and washed away all the grim amdl sd the desert!

There it wad the key It was my keythe one that | had lost, and |
was groping around to find.

Afterward, | shared these verses with Hilda, and we began to
ponder on these verses...abhincessantfy for weeks, for months.

This was a truth that we somehow missed. (Let me rephrase
that) This is a truth we thought

W €

know. Il tds sort of #piritkabk nfichwel aedd gkeno

of the Truths 8God.

This pattern of Ahead knowl edg

Scripture, and continues throughout the Body tédayen though we
have the Holy Spirit to illumine us to these Truths. Why do we miss

t hem? l'tds probabl y bnehe Spirisbg we
faith. Instead, we choose to walk in the flesh relying on our own
cognizance and tradition to get us through. Or worse, we rely solely
on a preacheor some welesteemed Bible teacher to spefead us

the Truth.

But here it was right ifront of our eyes. It was the truth that
seems to have eluded us, as if theasaweil draped over our
understanding. And maybe there was a veil. A veil that Satan loves to
use so we are obscured from theh of what God is saying to us
through Hisword. We had been struck down by this truth, and we
started confessing olack of faith® andselfishmotivation to be a
servantof God

Wait a minute, you may ask. Somehiawek of faith and
selfish motivationto be aservald o n 6t r e a ltdggthers e e m

d

t o

Youdre right. At first gl ance

Jesus was teaching this very thing from the first moment He started
His ministry.
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Looking back, the desert taught us to be humble and run to
God who loves us beyond measure. \I¢e tearned that we must
become a servant in order to be great in the Kingdom of God. Yet we
continued to think that when it comes to faitbne must rise up in
their own strength and become a C|
horns. o Bol dlhyts ano,u nft Gii we ome

I woul d of tdtnh a thihewittproaiioves i h
6Champion of Faith!éo

Yet, while wondering around in boredom on a Sunday
morning service in a little back woods, country church, God struck me

down with His Truth and itsunkit o t he obl i vion of
me asunder o and lliathat Ibgberadiramydeep s
heart.

It seems | was looking at God as my "Sugar Daddly other
words, | thoughtfi | f | 0 @Godhadtdbil ®ss me wi th th
andsayte ri ght things, I can say to
and runs to the sea!

There ya go! Man of faithFaith that can move mountains!
Champion for the Kingdom! Slayer of Dragons!

However the Trutlscreamedil Y dreuan
unworthy servant! o

H e r whatsGod said to strike down my attitude . . . my pride:
AAFTERyou havedonal | t hat is covwwamanded, Y
unworthySer vant s! 60

I confess. l Odm guilty of doin
was the rich mands pr ochdpter6. Just t he
like the rich man, I looked down on the lowly. My faith was strong. |
did all the right things! -1 wasn
kneed flounders in theilkailkedl t hat
did!

| was too prouchot to see it! After all, | went to seminary and
| already know all there is to know about God, faith, and the Bible!

Ok,Honestly.1 really donét bwayaleve t
too often, especiallwhen it comes to faith and being a servant.
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The Misinterpretation of Obedience and Blessings

Hereds the issue: Dolpwes f astin
obedience demand a wish granted@es "pray without doubting”
automatically put us in the bonus roand

AWhen the desires yifinewithr heart

His desires, then we wil/l get al

Max Lucadd'

So what is Godés desire?

Ités not the finame it and cl a
amuck in the Christian world that
connect withhe basic principle of acting on our faith and tying it in
with being a servant. As far as
i nto error , we really dondt see h
exalted ego has anything to do with advancing the Kingdo

What wedre alludi ncplledmagic s t he
formul a: ADi sobedience brings cur !

bl essings. 0 Aals fo dav b a tbw knawlwhaswe. . Go d
mean. It's taught in many pulpits, almost every Sundayl Bu y
attend every service,ilGod'ou @aivreg
10% no matter what faces you, God's got to give you bacdl@0
pressed dowmrland osuh gpkeary. ®@nd fast,
get t he ifnipiovses itbh ee !fgaulll gehdcrolvnof i f e a
gl orfyOmwey God and you'll get a man
God has got toéo

Is the light bulb coming on here?

Theflips de t o t he mdgiwe fdorsmiblea Oi
wel | éwatch out f or t hgoutlronghanslofi ¢ k
God! He is ever ready to knock us up side the head with some
heavenly wisdom!

Now doné6ét take us incorrectly
these things are wrong i nwmewvery r
the motivating factor ig all of this. It is thismotivating factotthat is
the | i e we have jumped at and swa
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If we are obeying to get our reward, we missed the point
completely.
Game over.
If our obedience is getting our just reward feiry
obedi ent éwe are not fit for the K|
If we are following God because of the fringe benefits, we
missed the whole point of what being a Christian is all about.
Look at Luke 18:180. Here is when the rich young ruler
came to Jesus and askhim what he must do to inherit eternal life.

What does Jesus tell him? nKeep |
young ruler replies he has been doing that since childhood. In other
word® He6s been obedient. So what d
AfnWell és$ hpuegtione |ittle matter | ef
t hought about. o iGo sell everyt hi
poor! o ATHEN youdl | h advGomeg r eas ur
foll ow me! 0

Candét you just see the |l ook o
manbs f ebud.é. IOBWLt got a | ot of stu
him say in his aristocratic way, |
me to sell it all and just I|ive d:

YOU do! ?0

Now wedbdre not awbkwalchavatosehg her e
everything and live like gypsies in order to be a servant. What we
want to emphasis is the underlying motivation here that Jesus points
out.

Her eds t he powilimgtoleavel or givee@ ar e
everything for the sake oféhKingdom, we are not worthy of it. If
ol edmedund i sndét taken out of the w
Afobeying and following ainbét gonn:;
Doing all the right things for the wrong reason is not going to cut the
mustard!

Putting our personal wants in front of the Savior is what
weobdbre talking about here. Let 6s |

When our personal wants €é our
become more important than the Master, those
desires become our God.
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Max Lucado said it right

"When the desires of our heart are perfectly in line with
His desires, then we will get all that we ask for."

When we desire what HE wants...all of our petty issues melt
away. Selfishness is burnt up in the sacrificial firethebffering.
The things of this world pass away. The old becomes new. The New
Creation emerges.

What | was struck down with had been a reoccurring issue in
my spiritual life. | had been dissatisfied and frustrated for a long
time. It's a longing | had stirring inside wie for quite some timi
that God is holding back something from me that He wanted me to do.
I had strived to be "obedient"
given my life, my time, and my money...but always feeling that
something was missing. | pushthe issue...striving to make things
happen. It fell apart. | moped. | wrote about it. | prayed ever so
fiercely about it. Nothing. Years had gone by. Decades had slipped
through my fingers without seeing trate thingthe big dreanthat
God paced inside me to do.

The reasod selfishness!My personal wants were always in
the way.

It's been frustrating, yet interesting how things have come
about almost in full circleGod had to take EVERYTHING away that
I held in esteem, in order for me toibethe right frame of mind to do
the very thing | had always dreamed of doing. God kept leading me
right back here to this very issue. But | just kept missing the lesson.
The veil was glued to my forehead.

ltds so easy to beSomehawliled i n
imagined that my desire was not selfish. After all, | had an attitude of
wanting to glorify God. But still, God kept things away from me, and
out of my reach |l rationalized; | philosophized; | cried. | died. |
wallowed inapathes

I missed the lesson.

Then out of nowhereduring a little visit to a small country
church and a casual glance at a monumental Truth, the Holy Spirit
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flipped the lights on! It was like the veil was liftéthe world was a
new placé like | had been asleep fall these yearsSomething
inside of me justameALIVE! WOWSIES!! | kept asking
myself...was it something | did®as it something | prayed?

NO.

It was just God saying, " OK, I
message.' N Ti me t o | e ar nltstnbtebowd YOUallts | es s
all about ME!"

"AFTER you have done everything you have been asked
to do, you should séyi We ar e UNaNARSTHY

I t 6 s n oltdeserve kbmatHing here for my efforts!"
My friend, it's all about GODWe are just Hs servantsHe is the
great potter; we are the meager c|
wants us to be.

If my motivation is, "I'll get something from God, if | do
this. dhen it is not acceptable in God's ey@&at is what God has
been gentlyexplairing to me for so many years.

| thought | knew that beford.thought | was thereBut
apparently I still hadn't quite got the correct gist of the message.

Somehow, | missed the hus

The disciples needed to learn this too, from what Jesus said to
themafter they asked him to increase their faitlook what was
going on around themJesus was healing people left and right.

Multitudes were following them around to see what miracle was going
to happen nextThey were part of an amazing thihget hereghey
wered not a part of it, really.

They wanted to be in on the actioh.Hey, who woul dr
when they asked for increased faith to make a tree wither up and
die...what did Jesus saytothenifYou havendt quite ¢
| esson yeboutgou.ltsdbout ME"n ot a

They got the message later on, after the resurrection and when
the Spirit of God moved on thenThey understood it then and that is
why the Gospels record this...so we too can get the lesson when it is
time for God to move anmg us.
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Hey! I dondét know about you, b
me!

Further Clarification of Faith and Obedience

Now, l etds explain a |ittle bi
confused about what we are saying. One thing we are not saying is
thatyou have to be perfectly obedier
and see Godos Tr ubelcareful duttrer e bet t
"perfect" part when it comes to obedience and faith. "If any man says
he is without sin he is a liar." (I Jn 1:8) We wititlbe completely
perfect till we see Christ face to face. Our position in Christ is
perfect, but oucurrentbodies are not.

Should that matter to God?

Know this-He knows we are but flesh, but he has giwen
us the Holy Spirit talwell within us.

It is important to remembehat the same power Christ used
while he was in the flesls available to us if we combine it with faith.
(AéAl 't hough he was a son...he | ea
suffered. 06 Heb 523BFHhaith(islacroid elesnént Ep h
here. The Children of Israel were not faithful to the Covenant God
gave them so He turned away from them (Heb. 7:9) To them, it was
a system based on works and fear. Christ came and perfectly fulfilled
the obedience part of the 1st Covenant

But our NEW Covenant with God is based solely on grace
and faith.( A" Not of works | est anr9) man s
The Israelites of the Old Covenant did not combine what they knew
with faith, or else they would have approached their relatiprgith
God in a whole different way. (Heb 4:2)

Here is what you need to heaur obedience is faithor
correctly stated: it islmedience that comes from Fai{(Rom 1:5)or
obedience to the FaitliRom 16:26). t 6 s f ai t h in God.
His promises. That includes His Word, His love, His Son, His Spirit,
and His Truth. Our faith proclaims that what He says is Truth, and all
that He says, will come to pass.
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Look at it this way. Often because we fear losing control, we
will disobeysothatve r emain in the driverés
boils down to a lack of faith or trust. We must have obedient faith in
Godbés way, which all ows us to conf
fear to trust Him completely.

When faith comes first...not selfistmes € al | t he ot he
obedience stuff (like the things He really wants us to do) is easy.
Why? Because we just follow. We are but servants. We want what
HE wants! Who cares if we get a reward! We are only doimat
the Master tells us to do anyway.

If God wants that tree to jump intothedeahen FfAby God
affirm it; say it; believe it! That tree will ruto the sea and do a
double flip with acannon ball to get in the water!

Letds further clarify some i ss

fi élt has been supposed by myall-instructed people
that the doctrine of justification by faith is opposed to
the teaching of good works, or obedience. There is no
truth in the supposition. We preach the obedience of
faith. Faith is the fountain, the foundation, and the
fosterer ofobedience. Men obey not God till they
believe him. We preach faith in order that men may be
brought to obedience. To disbelieve is to disobey. One
of the first signs of practical obedience is found in the
obedience of the mind, the understanding, and the
heart; and this is expressed in believing the teaching of
Christ, trusting to his work, and resting in his salvation.
Faith is the morning star of obedience. If we would
work the work of God, we must believe on Jesus Christ
whom he h%ath sent. o

Look at Ephesians 2:9:

AFor we are Godds workmanshi p, (
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do. o
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When faith is put in & proper perspective, and we know that
we are hereto ddis biddingg | ook at what eMisod says
workmanshipgcreated in Christ Jesusdo good works 0
It is also important to realiz
AfHol i ness0O0 as some es pooliarselves We cC
to make ourselvesoy. ONLY GOD can make us holy througdith
in the shed blood of Jesus Christ.
We are created to do good works and our works are evidence
of our faith. Just dondt @art t he
works will not create holiness, or blessings, or miraclelswever
our obediene of faith in God and Higord of Truth will produce
holiness, blessings, and miracles. Remember, ourcheart
motivatiord is important to God.
These Truths may not be spotted right away. We miss things
because our own agenda gets in the way. Our oliuraluslant on
the way we look at things puts ailvever our eyes and hides theth
that calls out to us. That 6s why
We need time to strip away all of
that tales our attentin away from thertith.
That 6s where the desert comes
clarifies things. When we finally open ourselves up to learn from the
Spirit of Truth, He helps us spot thaith of His Word. God then
starts to show us the path outloé sands and into the Promised Land.
This is the land flowing with milk and honey. (Where life is gbod
even delicious!) This is the land of those dreams that God instilled in
us to go and do!
Look at the latter part of verse 9 in Ephesian$ 2: Wh iHe h
prepared in advance for us to do!
Are you thinkigt hat God doesndét have s
you to do? Think again! He has prepared it before time Began
special work for you to do! | would even bet you know what it is!
What 6 s t h gduhave alyvayd mad?a¥ou know, that nagging
feeling that somehow you missed the boat of that special something
that you always dreamed about you would do for God?
Has the light come on?
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Can you not see you have a dream that God has instilled in
you o do for Him and His glory?

And since we mention dreams be
highly recommend a couple of books that you may want to read. The
first one i's NThe Pr ay%aandtbef Jabez
second is a follovwup book also by Bruce Wik i nson cal |l ed,
Dream Gi ver 0

To those of you who raise up your head and say that these
books only glorify fAWord Faitho, |
it and Claim ito philosophy, 1l et
believe you have really ael the books without bidsmuch less
understand this principle of being servants. Perhaps you are missing
the | esson. I f all you get is fn;
Bruceds b oo kkouldregxamireaqursheayt and clarify
some issues thgbu need to work through before God is free to let
you loose to build His Kingdom.

Our goal as a servant should be to glorify the Lord, advance
His Kingdom, and do HIS bidding. Our God is not our own appetite
for things and our own personal weking. This is not about us!

What is impossible with Man IS possible with God

Letdéds |l ook at one more thing b
isel fishd issue in another chapt el
Look at what Jesus tells his disciples after that exchange about
the rich young rulemi Luke 18. Jesus explained that it was hard for
rich people to enter into the Kingdom of God because they were so
burdened down by personal stuff, or selfishness. The disciples in

verse 26 said, AWho t hehwearaal be s.
selfish ! I'téds human naturel!

It 6s i &nogusteewn rightgnazinghow Jesus
responds to that. (This i@s just !
AWhat i s i mpdSpsoisbslieb|vei twh tnme nGod! 0o
again! AWhat i s ISipoegbtesistihb |Geo dwiot h mi

Here is what that means to us.
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There are many out t hefre with
salvation. Oh yes, they believe in Jesus and His death and
resurrection, but really when it cos@own to brass tacks, they are
consumed with self.

Cometo think of it, we all areWe will not experience the full
measure of the blessings that God has in storagsfontil we learn
how to surrender all to God and His Kingdoiihis is not just a
mental understanding, but it must come sincerely from the. hiear
will not come tillwe bow the knees and acknowledge thiashua
haMeshiachs Lord of all; and that what He wants is more important
than our own selfishness, or appetite for material things.

It may take some doing, but to those He has called, Glbd w
eventually bring us around to theuth! It may take years, it may take
decaded but God always comes through.

When wefinally surrender all. . . let me repeat that. When
we FINALLY surrender all of our wants, desires, and dreams to the
King of Kings and admit we are blawly servantsand that the real
reason of our existence is to gl ol
unleashed with the incredible power that can only be managed under
the strict supervision of the Master!

Want a lesson in faith?

AWhat is impossible with men

Did Peter get the lesson here in Luke? Maybe he did, maybe
he didnoét . We know for sure he di
iwWe have |l eft all we had to foll o
awealthy man. He was a lowly fisherman. But he and his brother
Andrew, along with his partners James and John, did leave the family
business to follow Christ. Luke 5 says they just left their boats there
on the shore and followed Jesus. They liteteitiall they had, along
with the most precious thing they atheir families. You might call
it Awild abandonment. 0

Now we are not going to get into any theological debate about
the importance of the family and taking care of our own wife and kids;
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but kere, in this instant when Jesus called tddatrwas the right thing
to do to leave their families and follow Christ.
Jesus also gives us GREAT encouragement here in verse 29.
He says,
A |t e krdth, yowmmwe whorhas left home or their
familiesfor the sake of the Kingdom of God will fail to
receive many times as much in this age and in the age
to come, eternal i felo

When and ifwe get the righiotivationabout serving, we
will not fail to be blessedhany times overas to what we left behin
The Rich Young Ruler should have taken up the offer to sell all he
had! He would have been so much better off following God, than he
would have ever been, trying to ki
stash! The rich young ruler is a lesson foioélis. We are no
different than he is.

The blessings of God will pour from heaven because of
correct motivation!IN o w , pl ease donot | ook at
blessings'lThat means you havendét gotten
learned that we will meive what we need, when we need it to further
the Kingdom, and bring God His rightful glory! (Study the Sermon
on the Mount. Matt 6:284; Lk 12:2235) God is always faithful.
ALWAYS! Itds not only here and n
the grawldaddy prize of them &l eternal lifeandthe permanent
dwellingwe receive in the age to copgndwhich may already be at
our doorstep

Now that is something well worth leaving everything behind
for! Trading the temporal for the eternal is always awin
situation, if you ask us!!

Want to | earn a great truth?
lesson well. It may well be your express ticket to the Promised Land.
This Promised Lands a garden beyond our wildest imagination!
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Chapter 11
Following God
AEarly Celtic believers refer

the Wild Goose, a name rightly describing the
unfettered, free, and wild nature of Gotlhey knew
that God could nevdre tamed, that following his
haunting cry would be adventure, risk, danger...and
i fe. taWeadene usg nowadays that
shows oucontempt for such a radical life. We call
certain adventures Awild goos
idea i f therebs any direct hi
the contrast is pretty revealing. It shows how much
we hate to surrender control of things, and step into
the unknown. We want a plan."
John Eldridge

Godbébs Ways Are Not Our Way

What comes across your mind when you hear someone say
they are following God? Il n-your
ordered march across the land with God leading andhiggaie drum
in cadence as we strut to the beat of His path? Does it remind you of a
list of carefully chosen actions that one follows in a perfectly straight
line to get us to a certain destination?

Humanly speaking, mostly what comes to mind when you
think of following God is well ordered, well organized, and easy to
follow, right?

When it comes to God however, there is one thing you must
keepinmindGodds ways ar(lsabh: 61tl; Eocdt5) way s .

Sometimes to get you from point A to pointtBe path God
takes you is not a straighibe path at all. Sometimes that path may
lead you entirely in the opposite direction you think you should be
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heading. It may wind and curve, double back, and end up in the same
place you started.

It is sort oflike what John Eldrige talks abdabking like a
wild goosechase!

Oh sur e! Woul dnét it be great
smooth and not at all rocky, or u,
be nice if there were always a gentle brook at yourf&eaeng with
clear, cool water to drink whenever you were thirsty, instead of
constantly having to put up with sand and smelly cesspools?

Woul dndét it be nice if the paths
to rest with grass and shade trees, instéadickly thorns and rocks?
And woul dnét it be nice i f we had

GPS showing us where we are going.

But that is usually not the case.

Is this difficulty we must facdecause God hates us and
doesndt realllly? calrse iftorb eucsauaste awe 0
wayward sinners that we have to endure such hardships to be taught a
lesson? Is it because we have to suffer to pay for past sins we have
committed?

NO! We endure hardships because we are loved

OK. I can see the eystart to roll and Bible verses start to be
flung at us about leading us beside still waters, green pastures, etc.

But put those aside for a moment .
little and explore some other Scriptures that tell a differenttside
abundant living.

Letds go back in time and | ook

powerful, and all providing God may lead His people, shall we?

A Catastrophe in Confidence

The Children of Israel have just seen the great miracles of God
happen bedre their very eyes. Wow!
Just think of the immense privilege it was to see these
incredible things happen. Moses demanded of Phdrdobh e t my
people go! o He didndét | et them
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against Egypt, and God demonstratedveryone that He was greater

than any other god that Egypt could hurl against Him. One by one,

these plagues attacked and defeated the most beloved and worshipped
gods of the ti me. Each Egyptian
taken out. And when thenfal blow was delivered against the first

born sons of the Egyptians, Pharaoh agreed to let the people go.

Can you imagine the confidence boost it must have been for
the captured and slave driven Israelites to see this? Then on top of it
all, they were dle to plunder their former masters, gather up all the
riches they could carry and head out into the desert. Out there in the
wide-open desert they would be able to freely worship the one true
God, and He would lead them to a land flowing with milk and
horeyd a place reserved just for them.

Wow!

Redemption was happening at last! After all of those years of
suffering, God finally came throu@hjust as He said He would!

On the way out, Pharaoh tried again to destroy Israel. But
i nstead, Ph aswalonedup bydahe Red SealaThis was
complete devastation to the once@herful Pharaoh of Egypt.

Again and again, God showed Himself faithful and able to deliver.
This demonstration of Godés power
was theEl Shadda(God healmightyprovider), TheYahwehNissi

(The Lord ourshield and banneyandYahweh, Elohinsabaoth(the

Lord Godof Hosts)

God was showing that He did not forget His promise that He
made to Abraham in Genesis 12 and 15. This was a definingemo
in Biblical history. This was t h
Israel that He was the Almighty God, and before Him there was no
other. This was the day of deliverance. This was the ultimate
demonstration of faithfulness and power.

Woul dnb6haye | oved to be there?
fantastic to see all these great miracles happen, and see God triumph
time after time against the most powerful, earthly force of the day? It
must have been wonderful.

God was visibly there with them eyestep of the way. As
they left Egypt and headed for the Promised Land, He went before
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them in a c¢cloud by day and a pil
wantthati S h e k i n athbe &dergpmresent, showing the way they

should go? What a timewhat a @y! This was one of the greatest

moments in history!

But, as we take a closer look at this historical account of what
happened, we see that the ones who were there to witness all of this
incredible history happening before their very eyes somehow missed
the very point of what all was taking place.

How can that be?

When we read about this completed historical record, our
tendency is to criticize the children of Israel for their reactions to the
peril they faced. It is rather easy to scrutinize the lddkith and
seemingly ungrateful people who hainessed such a wondrous
thing. Weproclaim in our hearts we would never do such a thing

Think again!

First of all, |l etds not be too
physically there. We did not experiee the frightening prospects of
being wiped out by a powerful army that would absolutely show no
mercy. We did not face the risk of dying of hunger and thirst each
day as we wandered in the desert.

Secondl vy, |l etds remember we ar
narmative. In other words, we can see the outcome of what God did to
rescue His chosen. We know the regultisey did not.

Thirdly, these historical records were written for our example
of how we are to respond in similar situations. Romans 15:4 and |
Corinthians 10:11 state that everything written was for teaching us.

The children of Israel went through these trials so that we would be
taughtthafit hr ough endurance and the en
Scriptures we might have hope. o

So what do we make of it? W&t do we learn from it?

Rejoice that God is teaching us through examples; and rejoice
that God wants us to learn to live by the principles that He gives to us
through these historical writings. There is no doubt we are all prone
to make the same mistakas the children of Israel. Be glad that God
has shown us an everlasting covenant of grace and mercy, and that our
salvation does not depend on how well we pass the desert test.
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Keeping these things in mind,
what the des¢ has to teach us.

Why did God bring us out here to die!?!

God led the Israelites out of Egypt and into the desert.

Finally, they were going to see the promise to Abraham come true and
enter the Promised Land. Yet a strange thing happens. ldtead
heading straight to the land flowing with milk and hortegy took a
detour. Now remember God was going before them, leading them.
Why not head straight to their destination?

Woul dndét that make Ootthhe rmedst qad
few peoplehere along with all theistuff Canb6t you just
clamor and commotion of getting all those people to move together in
the same direction? Think of all the children, the elderly, the carts,
animals, and the hustle and bustle of that many pedmpbeitey to get
to a place they really didndt kno
to be able to get that much inertia moving.

The destination for the Promised Land is northeast along the
Mediterranean Sea, yet they go east and $bektt® straight irto the
desert.

What 6s up with that? Surely t
Al mighty God knows Heds taking t hi
I nstead of heading to that wonder|
about, He takes them into the harshest pareséd. This is a place
of nothingbutsandandroéksa r eal wastel and! Tl
her e. ltdéds | ifel éss. Surely, t hi
Why would God | ead all these p

harshest environmeiitespecially after demonstrating tibse
victories? Come on! This the deserhere!
Godds ways are not our ways.

We need to back up a little and take an even closer look at
what happened during this pivotal time in Exodus. God preserved this
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account of history in writing to teach usse deeper things about
Himself. But we have to dig a little deeper into his Word.

As we read about Moses in the beginning chapters of Exodus,
we see he was special. God separated and protected him at birth and
blessed him with a fine Egyptian heritaggen though at the time
most Hebrew newborn males were being put to death. He was raised
as Pharaohd6s own grandson. He wa.
(It must have been real nige!

But in chapter 3, we find Moses tending sheep on the far side
of the desert.

That és interesting.

Here was Moses, recognized as special since birth. He was
miraculously spared the death of most Hebrew males at the time, and
by Godés provi si o-aducatedEgygptian/Hebrdwe i n g
trained in all of the most adnced technologies and wisdom of the
day. Now we find him here in the degetending sheepThis nust
be another mistake. Why would God have allowed him that entire
blessing in the beginning just to tend sheep?

How did Moses end up here?

We read thaMoses was acutely aware of his Hebrew
heritage. When he saw an Egyptian beating one of the slaves, he
became angry and killed the abuser. When Moses realized he was
going to be killed by Pharaoh for doing this, he ran into the desert.
Therehemetaprest 6 s daughter and hel ped
some water at the local watering hole. He ended up married to her
and tending her fatherods sheep.

40 years go by.

Moses leads the sheep he was tending to a mountain called
Horeb, or as the Bible describé&® The Mountain of God. As he was
doing his shepherd thing, he notices a strange phenomenon. It was a
burning bush. This was not just any ordinary burning bush that one
may occasionafl come upon in the hot, hot desefthis bush was not
being consunewhile it was on fire, as you would normally expect.

Imagine Moses sitting there in the shade munching on some
goat cheese and honey, looking at this bush just burning away for
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hours and hour s. Moses might say
there!l gotta check this out! o

As he approaches he notices th
something in the fire. It | ooks |
At Hind

What a sight to behold! Stand back and take this in.

This is whereYahwehdeddes to meet Mosésin the middle
of the desett

Of all the places the most Supreme Being has to choose from,
He decides to introduce Himself here in this dreadful place. Must be
some kind of mistake here! Surely God would choose a better place
than thg! It makes better sense to introduce Himself in a royal palace
somewhere or maybe a great temple built for such purpdsatsnot
in a wasteland!

This place is calle®ephidim It s i nHoeeh ew of

As in all names in Hebrew and Jewish cudiuhe name
Rephidimhas an i nteresting connotatio
fisupportso. ltds the same word i

that sure up the sides and tops of a tunnel or fidere,Yahweh
introduces Himself to Moses. Here in thiage,Yahwehreaches out
and reveals His infinite nature, power, and resolve. This hot, dry,
rocky, somewhat dreadful place is the place that wowdu p pher t 0
faith of Moses and Israel.

To Yahweld this is a holy place He even commands Moses
to takeoff his sandals because it is holy.

Interesting, 1isnot it? Why wo
place to be holy?

In the narrative we read here in Exodu¥ &hwehexplains to
Moses that he is to go get His people out of Egypt. As any of us
would be, Maes is kind of taken back and asks a bunch of questions.

HeasksAi Who am 1| , t hat [ should go d«
I donét know about you but it
ask God. | 6d probably say it 1|i ki
her e! BODD Y Besidel tDat, | have a speech problem. No
onebdbs going to |listen to me!od
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Neverthelessyahwehr e sponds t o MOob6E&sband

with you 0o And He even gives him a sp
talking for him. His name is Aaron. He furtheraddsi And t hi s
going to be the proof thatyomkow | sent youéyouodll

nationright back here t&ephidimand worship the Creator right there
on the holy mountain.o
Not only was this place to be a great faith booster for Moses,
but it was spposed to be a place thatwolild hor e upo t he f
Israelas wel | . That 6s why they heade
to the Promised Land. This was a divine appointment with God. This
is whereYahwehchose to introduce Himself to not only M8 but
to the entire nation of Israel!

Letds chew on that a |itt

Jumping back to the point after God did all the miracles in
Egypt, we see how God erratically moved the nation about in the
desert after they left Egypt. We also see that téidmal movements
had a purpose. In Exodus 13:17ff, we see that God wanted to guard
the people against facing war, least they become discouraged and turn
back; so He led them southeast into the desert. Later in chapter 14,
God specifically leads themaurnd in circles so that Pharaoh would
think they were wandering in confusion. He had a specific reason for
doing so. This was so that God would gain glory by punishing the
Egyptians, and demonstrate His protection plan for His people.

The great lessonevget from this desert trek is that God
always has a specific reason for leading us on what seems like a wild
goose chase. We may not realize it at the time and it may seem
difficult and frustrating; but keep in mind that when we are following
Yahweh mast likely we will not proceed in the way we think we
shoul d go. God al ways knows what
it at the moment.

Think about Moses for a moment. Somehow we get the
feeling that he knew he was going to be some kind of a leatlee of
Hebrew slaves because of the way he attacked the Egyptian slave
driver. We also read in Hebrews that he chose to give up his Egyptian
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heritage, and by faith chose to be mistreated along with the people of
God.
His mother, who had been summoneduese him after he
was picked up out of the Nile by |
awesome privilege of teaching Moses all about God and His
faithfulness. That teaching hit home and Moses took it to heart. He
believed God and it was accounted to lasirighteousness. But when
he took it upon himself to be 1| sr
mess of things and had to flee to the desert.
Taking things upon yourself to
into troubl e. Gettingtroashead of G
Keep that in mind.
Moses ends up in the desert, for 40 years. 40 YEARS! |
would imagine that this would be a seadarching period of time for
Moses. If he had gotten the gist of his calling correct, he was
supposed to be the leaderofthre e | i t e s . But that
out . Hedd made a mess of things
herding sheep.
Boy! Talk about a dose of realdythis lesson went on for 40
years!
Did | mention it wadorty year®
In our own desert journey, it magem that God is punishing
us for something. That may or may not always be the case. The
important thing to remember is that all things happen to us for our
good (Rom 8:28). When we read Hebrews, we realize that all things
that God brings our way arerfour training. In Hebrews 12:1ff, it
sayswear@t o run with perseverance thi
us.We are to receive Godoés hardshi
about faith, endurance, and sharing in His holiness. Yes, sometimes
hardshipscom because of Godo6és rebuke.
our own good; and God is treating us like we would our own children.
God may also lead us into difficult situations for good, solid
training. As any athlete would prepare for a long race, we test be
put through vigorous and difficult training sessions so that we may
endure the race set before us that God has already mapped out for His
glory and Kingdom. Ask any athlete that competes. Ask any soldier
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t hat goes throughltltigelrbugotur at 66
train and train hard. But it is worth it once the time has come to put
their training into action!
Picking up once again where we left the narrative in Exodus,
we see that Pharaoh gets a little dose a reality himself atsltsta
bemoan the fact that he was looking like a fool for letting the Israelites
go. So he sends the entire Egyptian army out after them to take them
out. When the Egyptian army starts closing in on the Israelites, the
people panic and are terrified h@y start crying out to the Lord and

grumbling to Moses saying, fiWere
to bury us ther@ so you brought us out here to die in the deéert?

fiwhat a mistakeél iDi dnét we tell you in Egy
letusservethar e i nstead of having to con

Moses then gives a pep rally speech and tells the Israelites to
stand firm, be still, and watch hoiahwehwill fight for them and
deliver them!

Interesting enough in verse 15 of chapter 14, there isén od
comment right after this pep rally speech of Moses encouraging the
host to be still and watchyahwehsays almost the opposii@:Wh y
are you spending all this time crying out to me? Get up off your hind
ends and MOVE! 0

Wow! Even with the best of aite, it may not be exactly
what God wants. Moses is right in one thing. God is going to protect
them and do a great thing by destroying the Egyptian army. But God
wants to do it a different way than any one could have imagined. He
wants them to go tbugh the Red Sea.

Letds |l ook at the reasoning.
marching at us with the intent of wiping us out. The sea is in front of
us and the mountains are on either side of us. We are essentially
trapped. The Lord led us here,vge know we are in the right place.

S o ébviouslywe have to sit here, be still, and watch as God fights
for us.

éNope. Godbés ways are not our
Hereds a case where the BI G mi
something that will be talked aboutfomcé ur i es t o ¢ ome.
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something thatisobigg we canét even i magine i
part the sea and lead us through on solid, dry ground.
This is such an awesome thing that it is hard to wrap your
mind around it. This is so muchGod thangha humanly
speakingi t 6s i mpossi bl e. The wind bl
in the middle with a wall of water on the right and left; and you get up
and walk through it with all your children, animals and elderd
those millions of people.
Andp ease dondot | et anyone talk
was a shallow part of the Red Sea and it was no big deal to dry up a
small portion of it with a strong wind so they could pass through. The
scriptures specifically say that there wagadl of wateron both sides.
That is repeated just for emphasis. It was a wall of water on the right
and left! It was a big deal!
| used to surf growing up on the east coast of Florida. One of
the thrills one got while surfing was to surf down off the top ofga bi
wave and glide, standing face to face with a wall of water that
sometimes would envelope you, and you would get what they called a
Atube rideo. That was the ulti ma:
adrenaline rush because it didnot
Just imagine what this must have felt like to the Israelites as
they walked through this wall of water on either side, not even getting
their feet wet in the process! Imagine the nervousness they must have
felt having this huge army just itching tetgat you and chop you to
pieces, and there you are struggling along with your family and
possessiors waiting your turn to squeeze into that bottle neck at the
entrance of the tube ride! It must have been an adrenaline rush!
AWESOME!
All of this to saythat sometimes the practical is not what God
has in mind. Oh sure, we are to use our minds to reason out the
obvious responses and actions we should take. But that might not be
the way God wants to accomplish His will. He may want to do the
impossibleso that He gains glory for Himself and His Kingdom.
Dondt Holistemtb whatiGdd tells you to do and follow
through on His course of acti®mo matter how impractical it
sounds!
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And dondét | et anyone tell you
anymae. T h at 6 Hogwasht e
God is not bound by, mandés put

nor our rules of order.

Just think of the story and how it would have been told if the
Israelites gathered themselves up to fight the Egyptians on their own
accord here at the B&ea. Sure, God would have fought for them
and protected them. But the story would not have been anywhere near
as glorious if Moses and the rest decided to maltders into their own
hands and carry otihe most obvious course of action.

I t 6 s ssilllesocssurmise that God would have been so
angry at the Israelites for not following His orders, that He would

have all owed a severe defeat beca
happens later on.
Letds keep that in minsrtas we

journey. There are amazing discoveries to be made if we would just
listento what God wants us to égod obey
Now, back to the narrate.

After alll of this amazing demo
the passing through the sea of testimony that tzmbordained, God
turns the multitude towards the mountairHaireh Itds a | on

there, but God is leading them. They trek 3 days into the desert
without finding any water.

Itds here that the doubts star
starts raimg its ugly head, and when the habit of looking around at
the circumstances fall into our way of thinkihnghe doubts over
shadow our faith. Even after som
power and faithfulness, how quickly one forgets.

I t d o e sgerius to sea that theachildren of Israel are no
different than we are. When the going gets tough, we usually start to
whine and complain.

They find a water source Btarah,b ut t hey canodt d
water. Apparently it is bitter. The salts of thesdrt have
contaminated the water and itods i
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grumbling gets loud enough for Moses to hear, Moses cries out to God
and He shows him a tree that he is to throw in the water and make it
sweet.

God comes through again.

This so mub reminds me of a passage of Scripture that says,
AOut of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this
should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the
s ame s plamen J10d,

In this case, the only way to get freshter was to throw
some kind of tree into it to sweeten it.

I dondét know of any tree that
mentioned on the Internet called the Moringa tree that is supposed to
help® There is no doubt that charcoal can filter wateoal

I donét know what to make of i
God. It was a piece of wood that Moses threw into the water. Where
did it come from and why was it there? Only God can know that, but
He provided nonetheless.

In the same way for dsHe provides us salvation through the
One that was crucified on the tree.

The narrate specifically says théahwehtested them here at
Marah. He gave them a decree to be careful to follow God and do
what is right in Gododés aetbring and |
any of the diseases on them that He brought on the Egyptians.

Afterwards He leads them to tB#im oasis. What a place of
refreshment this is. There are 12 springs here and plenty of date
palms to go around.

God provides once again.

But as ste as the sun rises, the multitudes start to grumble
once again. This time they are hungry. God proviasna 't 6s s
mi racul ous that they donikk even Kk
substance that falls from heaven. So they caibibna which meas,
fiwhat *is it?20o

Once again God proves He is the sufficiéabweh ¥eh, the
all-provider.

Now imagine if you would, the situation when they finally get
to Rephidim where Moses has been pressing all along to get to. All
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these millions of people withlaf their livestock, spoils of victory,
family and friends have traveled all this way. They have seen the
hand of God miraculously provide time after time. Now they have
finally reached the place wheYahwehwants to meet them and shore
up their faithand introduce to them whde really is, in all His glory,
asYahweh, El Shaddai Elohim!

However, the circumstances of life close in and they realize
there is no water there to support this multitude.

Water is the very essence of life. Without it, yaurc 0 t
possibly survive. Here there is none that can be found. A quick
assessment of the situation and you can see that it has the potential to
be quite disastrous. How long could they survive without water? You
might getone daybefore panic sets in,\@n the amount of people
there are along with the disproportionate amount of children and
elderly; add to that the hydration needed for all the animals, and then
consider the dehydration that comes from the cold air exposure of the
desert nights; then add that the perspiration loss from hot
temperatures of the desert days, and you get a short amount of time
before people and animals start dropping like flies.

Itds easy to see why the peopl
real difficult test.

But giventhe previous examples of how God has
miraculously provided since they left Egypt, would it not be a surprise
if God didndét suddenly come to thi

Apparently not to the Israelites, the grumbling resumes. They
blame Moses. They blame God. They blahemselves for being
stupid enough to leave Egypt and come all this way out into the desert
to die.

Moses is upset, and rightly so.

I would imagine Moses coul dnot
stil |l so lacking in theihatGodai t h.
would intervene again and show them His faithfulness? After all,
Moses already received his greatest confirmation. This is the place
where God met Moses. This is the place to which they returned. He
told Moses the first time he was here thapriove how faithful God
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was, he would come back to this very place with all the host of Israel
andthey wouldworship God on this mountain.

They are here! All of the miraculous things God did to get
them here are just incredible! How could they not kvelte

But isné6ét this how we usually
We want everything smooth and wor |
We dondt need struggl es. We dono
dondét need | essons! Weblessing above
Give us blessings abundant blessings!

Maybe wedre just too impatient

grumble and complain.

The Blessings of Rephidim

Wel come to I|ife! ltdés filled
After you overcome some of thmsrouble$ pile on some more
troubl es. Thatdéds just the way it
that way.

I can hear you thinking from h
Are you sure?0 ASurely there is a
Christian all your trables disappear, right? What about all that
abundant | ife and joyousWeiareg w
children of the King, and we are

Oh yes, there is abundant | i f e

matter of how you react to thesals and tribulations. If we are
waiting on God and waiting to see His hand of provision, we find joy
in His mercy, love, and faithfulnegsthe waiting When He finally
breaks through.. and He always comes through, we rejoice even
more and God iglorified! He always provides. He promised He
would!

Look what God does here in Exodus at Rephidim, even after
all of the grumbling and complainidgGod has been waiting to show
them again that He is the Yahwehr&h, andntroduce them to the
God of oursalvatior® Yeshua He tells Moses to strike a rock and out
from the rock bursts a fountain of
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to water all those millions of people and their animals. The water had
been there the whole time, but it was hidden frormth@ll they
needed was a little instruction of how to get to it.

Imagine the surprise to see this much water come out of a
rock in the middle of the desert.

Godbés ways are not our wa

Once again God shows up and proves Himself faithful.
We readn | Corinthians 10:3 that they drank from the rock
that accompanied them the whole time. That rockhedéeshiach
(Messiah or Christhimself.
Dondét ever think that you face
Listen to Him. No matter how dark it getslo matter how desperate
it seem® Yeshuds waiting to showp and provéde isfaithful.

He was with the Israelites as the Shekinah Glory.

(Ex 13:20)
He was with them as the Lord of Hosts.
(Ex. 3:2)
He was with them as the Bread from heaven.
(JIn. 6:32ff)
And He was with them as the Springs of living water.
(In 4: 1:26)
And Heds with us too. Hebds wa

overflowing as we receive that wonderful drink of cool, sweet water
t hat we so desper at el yngsmofeGadby Let
grumbling and complaining about o
God tells ud and pay attention to the blessings we have been given.
That s where we find our joy and
thing to do.

| want you to notice@ne other thing in this story. Even in the
midst of all the grumbling, whining and anger, God does not seem to
be angry with them even though they quarreled and tested God. He
has not one word of rebuke hérenly instructions as to what to do:
i St rhiek eRotc k. 0
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This is significant.
To me this is even a greater event than passing through the
Red Sea. Here in the middle of nowhere with no hope of surviving
without wated God shows up. This was a hard test. This was
understandably difficult to go thugh. Yahwehknew thatand
remember He wanted to introduce Himself to them here at Rephidim.
What is His first step in introducing Himsel® As t he Rock tF
springs forth living water His introduction is withMeshiach(Christ)
Himself. (I Cor 10:3)

Godébés instruction to Moses: s
MeshiachHimself. It is a sort of foreshadowing of what has to be
done in order for God to introduc:
our iniquitieséby Hbeawh53)tri pes we

Look how Scripture pictures this:

| Peter 2:48 The Stone (from the Message)

Welcome to the living Stone, the source of life.
The workmen took one look and threw it out; God set it
in the place of honor.

Present yourselves as building stones ffier t
construction of a sanctuary vibrant with life, in which
you'll serve as holy priests offering Chregbproved
lives up to God.

The Scriptures provide precedehbok! I'm
setting a stone in Zion, a cornerstone in the place of
honor.

Whoever trusts ithis stone as a foundation will
never have cause to regret it. To you who trust him,
he's astone to be proud of, but to those who refuse to
trust him,

The stone the workmen threw out is now the chief
foundation stoneror the untrusting it's ... a storte
trip over, a boulder blocking the way. They trip and
fall because they refuse to obey, just as predicted.

Compare this with Isaiah 8 :14
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and he will be a sanctuary;

but for both houses of Israel he will be
a stone that causes men tarable

and a rock that makes them fall.

Consider how Yeshua wéiss t r white IH®was on trial and
at the cross. Wcanbegin to seacorrelation.
God comes to man. He shows up to introduce the Kingdom
of God. What happens? They stumble d¥ien and reject Him.
They stri ke him. But itdist part o
Godbs waybgeaditd s . l'tds perfect.
of the Rock, we receive salvation.
Keep that in mind.

Moses and the Spoken Word

L e ttaiesa few moments and take a closer look at Moses!
Here is the great prophet of Gbd a h w emlouihpieceYahweld s
voice to the people of Israel. We read something very interesting
about Moses. Although he was the chosen spokesman for God, he
had a spech problem. So much so that whathwehasked him to

go to Pharaoh and tel]l him to Al e
wasndt a very go 0ahwehipre akkxeadus Hée: si
never been el oquent in speech 0
This actually angered God. He stid Mo s e s, ey!
makes a mout h? Masltepthemldere)fyeuoverelg
moutd now go and 1611 help you speak

get someone else.

Yahwehwas angry with Moses. First of all, He was angry
because Moses showed some digh¢ler® refusing to believe God
can help him in his weaknesses. But He was also angry that Moses
did not want tespeak the Wordf Godfor fear of not being eloquent
enough.

Take that in for a moment.

Here is Moses speaking Yahwehand God is speakinto
him. Yahwehsays to go speak to Pharaoh and to the children of
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Israel. Moses is concerned about his speech and asks for another who
is more eloquent.

This angers God.

How comeYahwehis angered for someone to be concerned
about the way they spl€a Could it have something to do with the
actual spoken Word? Could it be that the actual spoken Word of God
is powerful enough to overcome any speech impediment? Could it
have something to do with what we read in John 1:1 that in the
beginning was th&/ord and the Word was God? Was Moses
showing his |l ack of faith in the
any kind of protection from being ridiculed because of the way Moses
talked?

We do know that Moses and his speaking problem will
eventuallydohimin and bring Godbs wrath
We also know that Moses has an anger issue. The Bible describes
him as a humble servant, but we also read he could pull the trigger a
little quick when he got hot engh! Look what he did to the
Egyptian wherhe saw him beating his fellow Israelite. He gets angry
and kills him. Look how he responds when the Israelites badger him
over and over about bringing them out to the desert to die. He gets
angry and curses them. Look what happens when he comes flown o
the mountain with the Ten Commandments and finds the people

\

wor shi pping a golden cal f. He ge:

anger, but anger nonethelegssen for the most humble man, anger
management was needed!
The Word saysi i n y o & donat singaedrgive the devil
a foothold. o (Eph 4:26; Psa 4:1)
What happens when we speak the Word in anger? Does
Elisha and the shieears ripping apart children come to mind? Does
doing something irrational and regretful come to mind?
On the flip sidewhat happens when we speak the Word in
faith, believing it to be the power of God? Do you see the angry seas

suddenly becoming calm, |ike when

Can you imagine your enemies bewildered as you bless them instead
of cursing them?
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| bring this up because it is an important issue to remember
when you find yourself in trials, troubles, and tribulations. What we
believe will most likely be represented in what we say.

Look at 2 Corinthians 4:18n | t i's wridten: i
t heref or e | Thisia & referenge dokPsaims 016:10 where
the psalmist recounts some sort of salvation from death. But Paul
rightly divides its usage to mean.
Jesus from the dead will also raise ud ol say itis sob

Why is that important? Because as Paul continues! |
ings areébor aseut he a ke siidEavgeer yt r a n:
ttle detail is for your advant at
A pastor friend of mine describes this verse as sort of the

Aspiriame owhd hleel i eves what heds t
know what a person believ@disten to what he says and watch what
he does. Thatdés the spirit of a
confesses his beli@fhe acts on what he believes. When one
believes-one speaks it! That little detail is for our advantage, and we
shall find out why!

When we study scripture we see a foundational principle that
is engrained throughout the Word that is from the very nature of God.
What Godsaysis the absolute essanof His character. Words do not
come randomly out of the mouth of Gbdnuch less from his
prophets. If GodsaysdfttBEL | EVE | T! Why ? Bec a
beginning was th#&/ord And the Word was Gaal. Hi s Word i
Truth; He is the Word.

In the Bible, if aman gave his word, or made an oath by the
swearing of his word, it was absolutely binding. (Numbers 32:2) This
was also true for God. If He gave an oath, it was absolutely binding.

In Romans 10 we also read a discourse on the importance of
what we say:

t h
[ i

fiThe word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your

heart, 6" that is, the word of f:
That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord,"

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the

dead, you will be saved. For & with your heart that

you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth
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that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says,

6Anyone who trusts in him wild/| l
For there is no difference between Jew and Geéhtile

the same Lordsi Lord of all and richly blesses all who

call on him, for, "Everyone who calls on the name of

the Lord will be saved. How, then, can they call on the

one they have not believed in?b0

The Hebrew fofworddis dabar® If you compare the
derivatives of theaot word ofdabar(DBR) with the other uses of the
original word it gets very interesting. This word in the original
Hebrewhas different connotations. A word is also thing; i.e. a word
is afiverbal representation of the potentiallso, tospeakin the
Hebrew connotation meant to be a lead@BRalso forms the root
for the Hebrew woranidbar or wilderness

Modern Hebrew differentiates between the root with different
vowels and additions of consonants, which ardaadin the
original. Satodaywe would see leader written out@esbbar,or
speech writtensadibbur, but their original root lettersof DBR (from
which we derivedaban are still the samé.

It is not our intent to discuss the natural language processes of
Hebrew, but keep this in mind when studyithe original language
and is modern usageday. A Hebrew wordmayhave many
different layers of meaning

The meaning of the womdabar (word, thing, and leaderis
intuitive in many different aspects of our physical world. When you
think of all the great leaders of world history, more than likely they
were great orators. Their speechuld motivate nabns! Just think of
the motivational oratory skills of Hitler, Winston Churchill and FDR
during World War 1.

As for us, what we believe in our heart will no doubt guide us
and be expressetbt only in our actions, but al$o our words. Add
the power of God behind our words and we sa& some great

potential.
But, what about Moses? Well, he claims to have had a speech
obl em. That wa 9itdds abjgpresbtem.a s mal |

pr
T h at 6ahwelwas upset with him when he asked for a speech
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assistant. He was deflecting thevibe Word, the Divine call, and the
Divine sovereignty of God.

When one digs around about the meaning of the spoken word
in different cultures, you come across some interesting articles that
explain how the Jews view the power of the spoken word. In
i Brgii ch g t hyeAvi Beatig, be says:

AOur involvement in creation is
realizing potential, of bringing out that which is

already there but not yet being fully expressed.

Dibbur, or speech is one idea that reflects this

phenomenon.Dibbur is related to dabbar, meaning to

direct. Our task in the creative process is to allow the

creation to say what it was designed to do. Page 161 of

the Maharal é6s O6Nesivos Ol am e X |
between speech and the bringing out of patehtf. o

You can find this idea in many other Jewish web sites that
correlate to these writings. In Jewish tradition they have no problem
in relating to the fact that the spoken word has definite power over
reality.

[ Numbers 30: 2] drdhishezel i eve that
stressing the power of the werdhe word which can

create reality and the word which can destroy reality,

the word which can establish a relationship and the

word which can besmirch a relationship. After all, we

are the people of the worché Ten Words (Dibburim,

Dibrot), which were more powerful than the massive

Egyptian pyramids and which continue to influence the
standards of world ®nmorality to

To the orthodox Jewish mind, tAerahis the living,
breathing, Word of Gothat one must study and experience. To study
the Torah is to dive into the very essence of God and let the Word
direct your life, your worldview, and bring one closer to the God one
craves.
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When John wrote his Gospel, The Holy Spirit directed him to

statwiththewordsfil n t he beginning was the
was Gbhid was no accident. These words illustrated the heart of
the Jewish way of thinking and the way God reveals Himself to man.
His Word penetrates deep into the soul of everyoneingtinctively
craves for the living, breathing Word to be the very essence of their
life.

This is illustrated in Scripture time and time again:

iMan does not | ive by bread al ol
that comes from God. o Duet 8: 3
i Wh e n y o uame, Waterthdrs, they were my joy

and my hearlerdbldel i ght . 0

AThe Word is in your hearto Ro
ifiLet the Word of Christ dwell i
AAl I Scripture is God breathedo
iThe Word of God is Iliving and
i Y o ave heen born again by the living and enduring

Word of Godo 1 Pet 1:23
ACrave the pure Spiritual mil k?©o
A [the prophets] spoke from God
along by the Holy Spirito 2 Pet
AThis is what we proclaim concel
life.o 1 Jn 1:1

The Word is the essence of God. God says that a spoken
word (an oath) is binding. The Hebrew understanding of the Word
takes into account that the potential of the spoken word has power
over reality. Paul states that what a man lel& he speaks to that
with a word. Faith is demonstrated by the spoken word. Jesus even
says this in the Gospels. Luke 17:6 says that $aysomething
with faith, it will obeyus In Mark 11: 2223 we see that if wepeak
to the mountain in faitht will move. Whatever waaybacked up in
belief is powerful.

Sol e betcareful whatve say. Be careful to speak of the
truths of God. Be careful to not say negative things. Be careful to not
say anything in anger that is harmful. Why?

Becawse words are powerful!
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On the positive siddi Al | Godbés promi ses [V
are yes and Amen i n Spdakadfthg 0 (1 Ciq
promises of God. Learn to say out loud the Word otfiiand watch
how it works forour benefit.

Oh Boy! Now | ca hear all the naysayers start to rant about
Gnosticism, Word Faith, Positive Affirmation, afidame it and
Claim ito backlash.

So what are we saying here? Read it agaands are
powerful. The Biblespeakgo this and doespeakclearly. We are
being very careful to say this, but this is the truth from the Word of
God to deny this is to deny The Worflo say this is heresy and
metaphysical deception is torh aside the divine Word, the divine

cal,andthedvi ne sovereignt ytnostakeGod. C
We are not saying that you can get whatever you want just by
speaking it. That 6s where the e

go astray. We have already seen that when we have the proper servant
motivation, we only want what God wants.e\&sk for ouneedgo
be met, according to His riches in gléryot to fulfill our lustful,
earthly wants.

As for the negativeé AAs a man
(Prov. 23:7). We should not think of ourselves as a loser. We should
not think ofourselves as cursed. We should not think of ourselves as
defeated. Nor should we cower in fear. We are none of these things
when we examine the scripture as to whose children we are. To think
these things after tasting of the riches of God is to iatethese
lies. These lies eventually become a stronghold of the devil. It creeps
into our spirit and it begins to permeate with lies spoken out loud.
AiFor out of the heart come evil t |
fornications, thefts, false withness| ander s. 0 WeMat t . 15
away from the Truths of God and believe the lies of the serpent who
saysihat h God spoken?bo

Repent from this way of thinking! Set your mind on the
things of God. AWhat soever thing:
pure, lovely, admirabk& if anything is excellent or praiseworidy
think about such thindgand | shall add® speakit¢ and t he God o
peace will be with you.o Phil 4:
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We are bl essed! We are Godos
the world. We have everythinppy need t o further Go

Al pray that the eyes of your he
so that you will know what is the hope of His calling,

what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in

the saints, and what is the surpassing greatnesisof

power toward us who believe. These are in accordance

with the working of the strength of His might which He

brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the

dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly

places, far above all rule and auttity and power and

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in

this age but al gEphl1:1821%t he one to

We believe id therefore we speak it! That is the real positive
affirmation and Word of faith. We ask you, what is wrong widt?

We have heard respectable men say that this attitude is
dangerous. Dangerous to whom? Dangerous to &ditarsure!
And dangerous to those who wish to enslaveitis their rules and
regulations! We honestly do not want to hear how we are seg@pos

wal k around saying, ifWoe i s me, W
have no hope for the future. o i W
just dirty rotten, old sinners. o

We | Wwetweré But if we have repented of our sins and
asked God to forgive us, ahdve been redeemed by the Lamb of God
and have been washed in the blood of the Christ, and have been
grafted into the Vine by the hand:
Word it is time tathrow away the fear and start claiming the victory
and blessings inwr life that have been promised to us by the living
Word of God!!! Scripture is loaded with the promises of God for His
people and His children. Name th&rolaim thend say them out
loud! Lord have mercy on us if we refuse to do as God tells us to do!!

Afébe filled with the Spirit. S|
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make
music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to
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God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Chri sal). o (Eph 5:18

Youldé |l surprised how much sayin
| oud will perk up your spirit. Y
and the light of His pure Word shines throughout your heart and spirit.
The chains of bondage fall from our psyche. The gloriougsich
the Savior burst through in the wonderful hope of our redemption!

We can assure you and declare this from the rodt&ztan
does not wanaisto believe this! He does not wamgto know the
power of the Word of God. He wanisto believe thatve are
powerless to do anything. But kbis be an assuranceWe ¢an do
ALL things through Christ who strengthens o We are stre
by His powerful Word! Shout it! Singit! Declare it! Give Thanks!

Let it giveusconfidence to endure as a gosoldier to that
which we bear, knowing that the testing of our faith will reap the
benefits of heaven! Sayitwith&isi ALL t hi ngs wor k to
good for those that love Him, who are called according to His

pur pose. € 10fWHGQ oad belagai sft o ru su so

Just dondt -didatrap of ¢clamting thihnghfer f | i p
ourselves hat ar e not puanrldohmos5fl48sayd,0 s wi
AThis is the confidence we have i

anythingaccording to his willhe hears usAnd if we know that he
hears u® whatever we as@ we know that we have what we asked
of him. o
Does that sound | ike Arunning
you?
We already have riches in heav
that! (see Phil 4:19 and Eph 1:And our supply will be full
according to HIS riches in glory Messiah Yeshuadhrist Jesus
That sounds pretty fulll Just remember wewkeat we need
according to His will! James 4:3 says, "You ask and do not receive,
because you ask amiss, tlyau may spend it on your pleasures."
When we have a servant attitude,
I'tdéds not hard to understand th
none of this Word of Faith controversyisanissieGod | i ness wi
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contentmentisgrat gai népeople who want t
temptati on and -al2)tWeaslpné dur féith bythe m 6 :
fruit of the Spirit and are not to destirengs so that we gratify our

earthly lusts. That is slapping God in the face with His Word. We

donét think you want to be doing t

The Cursing of Meribah

Now | etbébs get back to Moses fo
understand this principle of our words being powerful and how that
was a probl em wit h thhoteeeisterestinggt 6 s | |
picture that is given to us as an example of this principle.

Letdés |l ook in Numbers 20.

Quite a bit has happened since we last looked at Moses and
we had the incident at Rephidim. Moses went up on Mt. Sinai and
met withYahweh wheae he was given the commandments from God.

They have built theemporarsi Tent of T™eemaciengd or
where God could dwell in the midst of the nation of Israel. There

have been numerous uprisings among the peopleyamadehdealt

with them swiftly and severely because of their disbelief. Kadish

Barnea The nation of Israel was poised to go in and take the

Promised Land, but most of the spies came back with negative reports,
and Israel would not go in because they still did not believe God.

Moses, the leader of the nation of Israel, could not find the
words to convince the nation to rise above their unbelief and go in and
take the land. Although Moses was not ultimately responsible for
|l srael 6s disbelief, b e ¢ athedVerd,o f hi
he failed in his leadership position to stir up their faith in God.

KadishBar nea was the | ast strawét
people kept complaining about being brought out to the desert to die,
soYahwehgave them what they spoke. God said femeration
would not enter into the Promised Land and would wander the desert
for 40 years until every last one of them (except Caleb and Joshua)
died in the desert.
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Our God who is full of mercy and slow to anger could not
take the constant grumbling@ speaking against Him any more,
especially after He had showed Himself faithful and capable time after
time. The fullness of unbelief matured and reaped its fruit of
destruction with the Israelites.

Here in Numbers 20 we find the nation once agatheplace
where there was no water. Does this sound familiar? And yes, they
started to grumble and gripe once again to Moses, wishing they had
never left Egypt, etc. (ad nauseam).

So Moses and Aaron went to the Lord. The Lord told them to
first of dl go get the staff; then gather all the people at the Rock; and
finally speakto the Rock. That would bring water out of the rock for
the entire community to drink.

Simple enough, right? Get the staff, assemble the community,
and speak to the Roékproblem solved.

First of all, why did Moses ne
staff sinceYahwehfirst met Moses at the burning bustiahwehsaid
to Moses: AWhat s in your hand?59

We are assuming this.When a typi
| ooking for references about Mose:
fantastic stories of what the staff really Wasspecially from some of
the oral traditions handed down in the Jewish Rabbinical Midrash.

The book of Yasher (Jasher) is espegiadteresting. Although these
stories are very interesting, and
fol kl or e, w at thig anmeo t go there

According to Bible scholars and those who study such cultural
phenomenon, the staff represented a leadéravithority. Moses was
an authoritative leader approved by God because of the miracles that
were accomplished while in the possession of the staff. Aaron
inherited the staff, haid bud into mature almonds as a sign of
approval by God (Num 17).

This concept of the staff has been caraedr into modern
times as the scepter and crown of a monarch, the leader of a nation. It
looks likeYahwehwanted some authoritative symbolism to be
represented here, as Moses spoke to the Rbbklieve his is
significant in the way God wanted to confirm the power of the words
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Moses was to speak. He wanted no doubts as to who would be
providing the water.
Nexti t 6 s a she eomiounity.d one.
OKaOd time tospeakto the Rock. é Ooops!
Uh, Moses instead spks to the crowd, thestrikesthe Rock!
Something got a little mixedph e r e . What 6s up witl
Mosesthencalls the crowdi r e b. &He $i@&brew word is
derived frommarad And this could be a play on words, referring to
another Biblical characteramedNimrod.™
Who was Nimrod? According to the Bible he was the
grandson of Noah. Buis we read and study the history of the Bible,
other scholarsas well as the book dashersaythat the name
Nimrod (The Rebeljepresented theéespicable ancig Mesopotamian
king/leaderalso caled Gilgamesh He was the forerunner of the
Sumerian Babyloniarnsystem Rememberhe tower of Babé),
which was the mst influential religiepolitico system in the Middle
East for 00 years.He was the ultimate antiahwehrebel that there
ever was! Out of despite and hatred Yahwehdestroying the entire
world through the flood, énfathered the Babylon systerssyria,
Persia, Greece and Romkso grew out of this systenit was mainly
noted to be predominateint-YHWH, and violently so*?
Could it be that Moses in his anger calls the children of
IsraeB Nimrod/Gilgamesh, theame as thant-rGod heathen dragon
ofalltimesfi O be careful | i totelerifyowout h w
are the leader of the Israelite€od saysfi | wi | | bl ess t he
you and cur se t Aslipmofthetengue forar se y ou.
prophet is no small thing.
Then instead a$peakingo the Rock, which we now know is
Yeshua haMeshiagldesus ChristiHimself, hestrikesthe Rock tvo
times. Not only does he strike Christ, but he raises the authoritative
staff of God(Ex 4:20)over his head as he did at the Red Sea, and when
they fought the Amalakite®&x 18: 8 18). This looks like he may have
taken matters i nt whathe saidbefaratii ands é
Amust WE bring you water out of t
Oopps! Double whammy, TRIPLE whammy!
€ Game over.
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Did the most humble man on earth suddenly become proud in
his anger and claim that he and Aaron would provide the water? It
certainy sounds like words were misused and abused. We really
dondédt know for certain which one
last straw for Moses, buthat we do know is th&od was displeased.

Listen to whatYahwehsays to Moses and Aarofi,b e c au s e
you did not trust me enough to honor me as Holy in the sight of the
|l sraelites, you wil|l not enter th

Seems kind of harsh doesnodot it
tongue and something done inangerbodmé t he cur se f al |
you loose that one thing you have worked for all your life.

Let this illustration sink in and speakuisabout the essence
of God.Words are important. Words are powerful. If a prophet of
God is commanded to speak, but instead stbikesrat 6 s a ser i
matte.

When weodr e cpeakindaitdnd icstetdove take
matters into ouown hands and manipulate the circumstadces
di shonor Godds holiness and strip
whole Body.

The whole thing was supposed to be a demaiwtraf the
powerful living Word instead it proved to be a living reminder that
we need to obey God and do exactly as He says, or we may reap the
consequences.

Since webre on this mouthpiece
Afwho can tame t hgueisafiregwerlddfevii A The |
among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the
whol e course of |life on fire, and

O be careful little mouth what you say. The misuse of our
words can bring deastating results. Negative woddsegative
results.

On the other hand, positive wofidpositive results.

Therebs one | ast thing about t
Israelites. Look where thistakes placet 6 s a PMeribahe cal |
i wh e r equareledavehlthe Lord and where He showed Himself
hol y amo ntgas fotmalljnknawn aRephidim but Moses
changed the name because of the quarreling.
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This was the same place where Moses and Israel were
supposed to have come to sure up thethfainstead their faith was
fifor sure to be found lacking Here aMeribahor what was formally
known & Rephidimthis entire generation of Jews, along with the
most beloved Hebrew leaders of Moses and Aaron, were denied
access to the ultimate eartllessings ofahwehfor the Jews.

Wow!

Remember, these things are written for our example. Learn
fromit. Takeitto heartL et 6 s r dursiecunesthnces and
insteadof complainin@ bless therahweh Elohiml(ord our God
with all of our heart andith all of our soul and spirit. Give thanks!

L e t pgedfically do what God tellasto do. Speak the Word out loud
and sure upur faith!

RememberrGod6s ways are not our

Therefore, yoyrebel] kings[You Nimrods and
Gilgameshes, be wisepe warned, you rulers of the
earth. Serve the LORD with fefiotal respecthnd

rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry
and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can
flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in
him.  Psalms 2
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Notes:

1. http://www.ransomedheart.com/goingdeeper/newsletters.aspx
(October 2003 newsletter
Christianity Today,LeBlanc, Douglas August, 2004

2. Rephidim supports Easton Bible Dictionary
http://www.sacredexts.om/bib/ebd/ebd311.htm
http://www.ccel.org/e/easton/ebd/ebd/T0003100.html
AHof f mei er has s uduyappearetddervéhfem theorood Rephi
RPDwhich means help, support, aid, reflecting the divine aid of Yahweh
needed to defeat the Amalekites (p. 170. Hoffmeier). Seeley noted that
somewhat late Jewish traditions sought to explain the name as derived from the
verbRPHmeaning to "relax, weaken, dishearten," because there Israel cast off
the commandments of the Torah to test" or "provoke” &&dJo Ann H.

Seely. Rephidin’ Vol. 5. p. 678. David Noel Freedman. Editdhe
Anchor Bible DictionaryNew York. Du bl eday. 1992) 0
http://www.bibleorigins.net/RephidimExodusRufaiyilBsfQidarein.
html

3. http://www.lifeonnet.orghoringahtm
http://www.treesforlife.org/ouwork/ourinitiativesimoringaother
usesivaterpurificationiwvaterpurification

4. http://Iwww.keyway.ca/htm2008annahtm

5. http://wwwsurvivaltopicscom

6. http://strongsnumbrscom/hebrewi/697.htm

7. Natural language processing of Hebrelwdexing by Phonetic Script,
Uzzi Ornan and Michael Katzttp://cis.upenn.edegliff-group/sept 20

8. NBridging the Gap Clarifying the Eternal Foundations of Mussar and
Emunahfor Today by Avi Fertig, Feldheim Publichers, Jeruslam,
Israel

8. http://wwwophrtorahstoneorg.il/parsha/5763hatotmasei6®tm
9. http://wwwancienthebreworg/3_al.html
10. http://christiananswers.net/dictionanjifmrodhtml

11 I bi dél may be goiendyoutyiommg d hliismhir
with the antiGod leaderNimrod/ Gilgamesh But the shoe fits.
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Chapter 12

Waiting on God

One of the hardest things for abglieverto do is to wait on
God, especially if & or she has been iretkdesertor in a time of
transition for some twhahiemeanstoet 6s 1
wait on God and why there are reasons to not getdabewhat God
may be doing irour life.

To Wait is to Have Hope

"But they that wait upon the Lord shadinew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and
not faint" (Isa. 40:31)

In Hebrew, this wordQavah(to wait) collectivelymeans to
hope for, to anticipat@ndto expect. In the context of the Gospels,
waiting on the Lord has within it a hopeful anticipation and trusting in
the Lord. Waiting is actually an active process of faith, as we see in
Hebrews 11:1

AiNow faith is being sure of what
certain of what welo not see. This is what the ancients
were commended for. o

Waiting is associated with faith. Waiting sometimes means
living with uncertainty, but tied in with faith, it is being certain of that
whi ch we wai t trisoButhow dods éngustifareei c al |
does not have experience with th@®in whom we should trust?
Here we have an invitation!Be still and know that | am
God" (Psalm 46:10) "Trust in the Lord with gibur heart; and lean
not untoyour own understanding” (Prov. 3:5)Psaln46:10
encourages us to reflect on what God can do in the face of what we

194



The Desert.ife Waiting on God

are unable to doProverbs 3:5 admonishes us to hawarong faith in
God that can go way beyond our experiemspecially beyond what
we humanlythink or expectHe can do.

Istpossi ble for us to trust in
rely too much on ourselves and our own finite abilities to reason and
solve perplexing problems?

"Wait on the LORD, and keep His way, and He shall
exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked eaue
off, thou shalt see i& For evildoers shall be cut off:
but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit
the earth" (Psalm 37: 34,9).

A word study is needed here. Th&mauch to be discovered
about the Hebr ew thatarendt$ound withidourf or  fi
culture andhetranslateE n gl i sh word fAwaito

The actual Hebrew word used in Isaiah 40 is the wQedah.

H6960 gavah kawvaw' a primitive root;

to bind togethe(perhaps by twisting), i.e. collect;
(figuratively) to expect.

KJV: gather (together), look, patiently, tarry, wait (for,
on, upon).

Notice the root word comes from the procesbinéling
together usually by twisting. It is a gathering together of facts and
binding them together to form a faith that is strong, lilkeedbrds of a
twisted rope. Or it caalsobe a gathering of sticks and wood to build
a dwelling for one to shelter themselves from the elements.

This wordgavahis also used in Psaims 37®For t hose w
are evil will be destroyed, but those who hopevfdg in the LORD
wi || inherit the | and. o

In verse 7of Psalms 39it says:fiBe still before the LORD
andwait[H2342 chuw]l patiently for him; do not fret whewicked]
people succeed in their way® The word used for wait heredtuwl
andonceagainba t hat At wi sting together
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H2342 chuwl khool or chiyl {kheel};

a primitive root; properlyfo twist or whirl(in a

circular or spiral manner), i.e. (specifically) to dance,

to writhe in pain (especially of parturition) or fear;
figuratively, to wait, to pervert.

KJV: bear, (make to) bring forth, (make to) calve,
dance, drive away, fall grievously (with pain), fear,
form, great, grieve, (be) grievous, hope, look, make, be
in pain, be much (sore) pained, rest, shake, shapen, (be)
sorrow(-ful), stay, tarry, travail (with pain), tremble,
trust, wait carefully (patiently), be wounded.

Anotheri t wi s t wordase totwhitasduwmam and it is
only found once in th&anakh(Hebrew Scripturgs Lam 3:26:

filt is good that one should botteit [qavah], and that
in silence[duwmam)] for the salvation of Jehovah
[ Yahweh] . 0 (Darby)

H1748 duwmam doenawm' from H1826
still; adverbially, silently.
KJV: dumb, silent, quietly wait.

H1826 damam dawman'
a prim root to be dumb; by implication, tioe
astonished

This waiting silently has the connotation of being astonished.
In other wordsno wordscan really describe the hope we have in the
Lord becausef what he has done and has shown Himself to be
Yahwehis one very awesome God indeed! Whenput together all
the facts of whaur Elohimis and scrutinize what a faithful God He
shows Himself to be, our faith is strengthened. Our hope is solidified.
Our expectation is based on testimoftye are dumbfounded that we
have not trusted Him witall our hearts, all of our hopes, and all of
our needs!
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Psalms 145:158 Th e e yvea$[H&H63, sabidrl
upon thee; and thou givest them their food in its
s e a s (@arhy)

H7663 sabar sawbar'

a primitive root;to scrutinize;by implication (of
watching) to expect (with hope and patiencddJV:
hope, tarry, view, wait.

There are two other words used for wait. On@hakah
found in Isaiah 8:17; 30:18; Hab 2:3 and Zeph 3:8.

H2442 chakah khakaw'

a primitive root (apparentlykin to H2707hrough the
idea of piercing;

properly,to adhere t¢ hence, to await. K JV: long,
tarry, wait.

The other word iyachal It is found in Micah 7:7

H3176 yachal yavehal

a primitive root; to wait; by implication,to be patient,
hope

KJV: (cause tphave, make to) hope, be pained, stay,
tarry, trust, wait.

Hopefully, we see that to wait on God is to trust. To trustis to
have hope. Our hope is not liwipon shifting sand and wishes, but
the truth of Gogiercesour heartsvith His faithfulness.It is based
on patient testimonies that God has preserved throughout the ages in
His Word.This waiting, this hope, this trust seeingyahwehas He
really is.That is why Yeshua said He only did wHatsawthe Father
do. (John 5:19)

Sometimes our faitfs put to the test through waiting on
Godds promises to be fulfilled.
faith to be vimlicated inbuilding an Ark. Moses spent 40 years
waiting on God to show up and redeem His people, and then another
40 years shephemrty the Children of Israel waiting for God to fulfill
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His vision. Abraham waited 23 years for a promised son and then

died without ever seeing the promi
stars in heaven, and the sands of
chamcters only saw and welcomed the lot of their promises from a
distance. (Heb 11:13) As a matter of fact, a whole host of Biblical

heroes were commended for their faith, yet never received in the

physical what was promisedBut they saw ithecause thegaw God

for who He wad One that could be always be trusted and always

faithful to His promises!

Why Must We Wait?

Waiting can end up being a long drawn out process. So why
must one wait?

Have you ever noticed when you read abteghuahere on
earth, H& never seemed to be in a hurry? He even waitekile
bef ore He began His public minist.]
extreme agility and knowledge at an early age in dealing with the
Sanhedrin and Scribes. He could have launched into His ministry in
His early Teens and still accomplished what He came to do. But He
waited till the propertimeHe wai t ed f olewhited her 6 s
till he was 30 something years old.

Even so, when He did start His ministry, or should we say His
mi s si on éwh ghing wgemt cameum,dike the sickness and
death ofhis dearest frienlLazarus of Bethany in John )Yl He didn't
rush to the sceneven though it says He loved hgn He waited a
little. Well, not just a littl® 4 days in this case. Lazarus diedwidts
tragic for all those who loved him...but not for Jesus. Jesus had a
reason to wait(He always doe}.Jesus even says in John 11: 14 that
He wasglad He wasn't there.

Now...wouldn't it make much more sense Yashuato rush
to the scene and heahtarus and let that in and of itself be a great
miracle? Sure. It would have averted a lot of pain too, not only for
Lazarus but also for Mary and Martha. Think of the sadness they
must have gone through. It even disturfedhuawvhen He saw
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them. Hewept. He had a reason to wait, but iyétothered Him that
the ones Id loved were so troubled. Everyone knew thatei§hua
would have been there, all of this could have been averted. But He
waited still.

Makes you think doesn't it. He loves us so mtweep with

us during our trials, but allows it to take its course for a good reason.

Be encouraged. Thy Kingdom Comé&hy Will B2 Done..."He has a
reason for the things He does.

But to wait is very difficult. To be that content and trusting is
one of the ultimate tests ofir faith. Even though the circumstances
may be dire and the house falling around ugedigverswe are
strongly urged and commanded to persevere and keep trusting God
with rejoicing that He has a plan.

Paul prays that we it be"strengthened with all power,
according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all perseverance
and patience" (Colossians 1:11).

Ron Julian wrote that it

ftakes the glorious might of
stars in the sky, to @come the inertia of the human heart and

bring us to patience. We continue in the face of heartache and
suffering because we believe that our rescuer is comifg..."

Think about what Paul said in 1 Corinthians £8nd now
these three remain: faith, pe and love. But the greatest of these is
| o v Abowe all the acquired gifts and wondrous things wehzare
and accomplish through the power of the Holy Spirthe three
singled out traits of the saints that are above all are faith, hope and
love. Ths Greek word used fdropehere iselpis.

G1680 elpisel-pece’ from a primary elpo (to
anticipate, usually with pleasure)pectation
(abstractly or concretely) or confidence.
KJV: faith, hope.

Elpis or hopehas the connotation efkpectatiorand
anticipation (waiting) because of your faith In other words when
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you see the Father by the outworking of yfaith [G4102 pistis
persuasioh(thecredence shown in tHaithfulness and consistent

works of our Master), you therefore have expectationtsare

confidentas to what the outcome will be. You can anticipate what our
Father will do, because he always does what He says. He continues to
do this because of love, which is the greatest gift of all!

Letds think just a Samament abou
Abraham was given this incredible experience with God where he was
placed in an extremely important position of blessing with a covenant
ceremony withyahweh He was told he would be the father of
millions upon millions. El Shaddachanged his mae fromAbram,
(honored father), tAbraham(father of many nations). Yet here he
was without a child. And to top it all é@fhe was old, way beyond
child bearing years.

Think how exciting that must have been to hear those
promises and the joy of kmang you ha been chosen bl Shaddai
for a specific purpose iBlohimb s over al | pl an fo
wai t . And you waitéand wait fo
seemingly happens.
What do you do? How do you react? Where do you turn?
We read that Abraham believedé
doubts, but was quickly rebuked by God and she believed. But still,
they waited with no results. Abraham and Sarah did a logical thing
and rationalized that maybe the promised child would be throong
of their handmaidrs. So Abrahamonceivedvith Hagar and she had
a son. This was a huge mistake ol
was not the promised child. Because of that rationalization, history
has been a violent clash between that seedhencbal seed that came
along | ater. It is always best 1t
We could go on and on how we tend to rush ahead of God and
do things that are not part dis plan. We end up making a mess of
things. We have all done iRationally we all think we are doing the
right thing, when in fact we are doing the opposite of what God wants
us to do. I n Godbés pl an, it is al
specific instructions to move.

rt
r 1
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Many guestions arise. Much anguish is bitutg bear and
the lessons of waiting and patience hit hard into the very heart of our
spirit. AWhy does God make us wait?iwhy does ¢ gives us a
vision and promise to do something great and yet after the initial
excitemend there comes a period of wiag? iwWh at 6 s Hi s
purpose8 fiwhatis it we need to learn from ib?AWhy must we be
constantly taught lesson after lesson tatwehwill do what He
says in His time and in His way?

We must be reminded that Godos
itjustdesnét happen on our own ter ms,
conjureup before God.

Learning to Wait is Our Gain

Most of us feel that we can honestly8ay We get t he
message! 0 We Yalwehisdaithéut aadntrde td his a t
Word. We have beeshown this great truth, and take to heart Hiat
ways are not our ways. But why must there be this agonizing period
of wait and anxiety?

Or do we get i really!?! Is this the proverbial head
knowledge versus experience thing? Is this where theerubeets
the road and we learn truths, but not really learn them till we
experience them? Is this where faith meets the practical and
obliterates all opposition to God and His perfect wilthis where
faith and expectations megtence,as we contemplte His great
faithfulness?

Honest !l vy, we donot know for su
are for the waiting period, but we seem to be in good company when it
comes to this subject. Yes, God

has a perfect plan in the way Hecomplishes His will and plan for
the future. We just have to trust Hand really sesvhat we believe
about Him is true. He has shown it over and over again with many
accounts in Biblical History, and the experiences of the saints and
believers throulgout the years of history. Somehow this waiting
period tends to sure up our faith. It takes us out of the position of
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trying to be the judge of Godébés a
as we ponder and go through the agoftyying to figure all of hese
thingsout. | s 6suf fice to say, Al tods | ust
is just wasted energy when we already know thaElohimis

faithful and just, and will do what He says He will ddut always in

His way, His time.

The lesson here tsust Think about it. When we trust God
are we really supposed to be anxious? We read that we are to be
Afanxious for nothing, but in ever’
with thanksgiving |l et our request

The kicker is thaGod already knows everything there is to
know about our situation. He already knows our requests and needs.
YETO He says we are to pray for these situations. Why? |Is trust not
enough? What are we missing here’
we need t&know?

Yeshuss pent a huge amount of ti me
hurry. He knew that everything had a time and purpose and all that
He was doing was going according to plan. Still, He made time for
prayer anccommunion He needed to see what the Fattvas doing.

(This should be a key to waiting right here. This is why Yeshua was
never in a hurry!)

Yet on the other hand, we see that we are to take advantage of
thetimefi f or our days are shorto. (Jc
7:29-31) Where is théalance between all of this? Where is the fine
line between being still and waiting on God, and getting up and going
to take advantage of the day when
vision?

If the vision is clear, yet many times the way and the
financingoft he si tuation is not cl ear éh
Should we rush in and make a mockery of the plans of God? If we
plan and plan and still have no viable options of choice, where do we
go and what do we do with the situation? We obviously have to
wa t ébut what are we waiting on?
vision, but yet the seemingly laxness on the part of reality? We stand
ready to pounce but we have nothing to pounce on.
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This constant attenticiends to makes edgy, tired and
weary. So tht when the time actually comes to move, we are hesitant
and many times too tired and discouraged to move. Of course the

fault i s not Goddédseébut what is thi
this?

We know that a logical, reasonable and sensible cafirse
action is what we are always taug!
is it always Goddéds way? How do wiq
Bi ble doesndét clearly spell out vy

answer éwher e Quoexaynpeuis YgshuaNei do What
He did.

Listening to God

Here is avital thing that Hilda and | have learned from our
desert wandering and washing from the WdristeningtoGo d 6 s
voiceis a key element and lifeliria being able to do the will of the
Father. NMw | canhear all of the rustling in the chairs of conservative
Christian scholars as they start to point out all of the pitfalls of
listening to voices in our head and claiming they are revelations from
Godébut bear with uweasodhisoutnute or
How does one hear Gododés voice?
saidthafi my sheep hear my voice and |
me . 0 ( J o ®K Wk knovwafrbrjunderstandinghat sheep will
only follow their true shephedsl voice when called out, addsus
even explained that in verses preceding the one just quoted, but the
guestion still remains, how do thkgowhis voice?
It must come from being familiar with the Shepherd. They
hear it day in and day out. When a stranger calls you on the phone,
you donét recognize their voice al
You do not recognize it. But if a family member from your home

calls, you probably dondét even ha:
because you atboroughlyfamiliar with it.
Apastof ri end of mine explained i f
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iSay | sat down everyday at a
wait to hear the voice of God. So | wait and | hear
things that | believe are from God. My heart confirms
it, as only a believer knows in his heart of heartsy M
mind confirms it by checking it out with Scripture. And
my Spirit accepts it to be true because of the testimony
of the Holy Spirit which resides in me to guide me into
all truth. 1 learn from experience that the voice | hear
isinfach Go d 6 s . it odt by thé teuth bf the
Scriptures, and | test it with the verbalrdirmation
that the Messiah (@ua) has come in the flesh and
risen from the dead(See | John 4)

Everyday | come back to this place and I listen for

Godds voi ce. withlithatyscethat o f ami | i ar
eventually | dondt need to be i1
recognize that the voice | hear is from God. | now

know it whén | hear it. o

Now, | can hear the thunder of warnings rumbling within halls
of modern day religiosity about the damg of claiming to hear from
God in an inner voice.

Well, we know what the dangers are.

The danger comes if we listen to a voice that we secretly
desire to be Godos, when i n fact
deceiving Spirit. We sometimes may kxgisdom thatour society
teaches and thathichis expected of us, lifting that up as the Word of
God. We may | isten to the Avoice:
predominate with our bias of traditional understanding. Thus we have
to be constantly oguard of deception and test the spirit@ahom
or what it really is. We know this all sounds rather mystical, but it is
still a principle taught in the Bible that many refuse to acknowledge.

Even conservative Christianity will agree that when wel rea
the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit will illumine some passages for our
understanding. He may clarify something about His character, His
Word, or His will by this inner movement of knowledge that only we
as Christians experience everyday. Fellowship witd €2quires that
we pay attentior(listen) to that inner small voice.
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Itis propertocallifii n t u.iWatchmandNe#nsists that
anything coming frm the Spirit will be known in our intuition, and
we learn to translate thisiowinginto a voiceby our experience and
fellowship with the Spirif.
Check out the Westminster Confession of 1647. It dealt with
this subject with a ficonfessiono

AWe may be moved and induced by
Church to an high and reverent esteem of tHg ho
Scripture; and the heavenliness of the matter, the
efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the
consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole (which is
to give all glory to God), the full discovery it makes of
the only way of man's salvati, the many other
incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection
thereof, are arguments whereby it doth abundantly
evidence itself to be the Word of God; yet,
notwithstandingour full persuasion and assurance of
the infallible truth, and divine auhority thereof,is

from the inward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing

witness by and with the Word in our hearté
Westminster Confession, 1647.

Some may say God only speaks through the written Word,
and any Avoiced we hearnvseanl|ly a
seducing spirit. Yet when a situation arises when one needs specific
guidance from God and prays for some kind of understanding or

knowl edge of His will that isnbdt
likely will receive an answaen their intution or in their spirit Their

response is that they dondét al way:
Knowo. And here is where we say |

because the Holy Spirit resides i
throughintuition andutteranes that only we as Christians recognize
as Godods voidafehearWeHiass wdieege and v

20¢



The Desert.ife Waiting on God

Limiting God

L et 6 sd duaGoeis mysterious and full of wonder. His
ways are light years beyond anything that we can possibly think or
know. Muchof the mind and will of God is hidden from our puny
worldview, and it iaswonder that we can get anything right. We
rationalize and try to limit the power and ways of God to fit our
limited experience anscrawnyreasoning to say God cannot operate
outdde our written, Scriptural record.

That is what is wrong with most of modern day Christianity.

It is this Alimiting boxodo we try

God can only work a certain way or in a certain manner because of
our cultural experienger sacalled modern, scientific knowledge.
Her e one @odighotundgtheypookdi

Pl ease dondt tTaikienotuossaywhat@adgs h e r

not bound by His Word. If God makes an oath by His Word, it is
binding. G o alwystrup! rf Gaodisay/ils beleve @!

Hilda and | honor the written word that we have in the Bible
as Godbreathed and inspired of God, useful for teaching, reproof,
training and guiding our knowledge in the way of righteousness. (I
Tim 3:16) The Bibles our standard of measurement for realizing
who God is and what He has revealed to mankint@estains to our
salvation and His nature. But it is by no mealhgonclusiveas to
what we can know of Godoés Word
our walk with Him.

God must look on us with amusement and pity as we try and
define the limits of His power and understanding! We have been
taught that God ONLY speaks to us through the wraigsh canonized
Scriptures. Thus we cannot know God's will unless trgtires

speak to it. We also have been force fed to believe that miracles have

ceased, because God shut down all gifts that had to do with the
supernatural when the writtemd canonize&criptures were
completed. Prophecy is thealid anymore unles# was recorded

before the 1st century...and certainly not after the three councils that

solidified the "Canon" as we know-the Council of Hippo in 393
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AD, 7Third of Carthage in 397 AD, and the Sixth of Carthage in 419
AD.
Much confusion andisintergetationhave arisen because
many fail to realize the differeni
Scriptureso and the AWord of Godo
Mark Mattison of True Grace Ministries does a good job of
defining this confusion between the Bible and the Word of God:

fiThe word "Bible" comes from the Greek word
Biblios, which means "book." The Bible then, is the
"book" of the church. This is an excellent description
of its place and function in the Christian community.
However, the Bible never uses this term to describ
itself.

Many Christians refer to the Bible as "the word of
God." The intent is to affirm and reinforce the divine
inspiration of the Bible. However, the Bible never calls
itself "the word of God" either. Why noBecause
"the word" cannot be distill@ to written words on a
page. "For the word of God is living and active"

(Heb. 4:12a, NIV)

God sends forth His word, and it does not return to
Him until it has accomplished its purpose (Isa.
55:10,11). The word of God spreads on earth (Acts
6:7a). Weare "born again...through the living and
enduring word of God" (1 Pet. 1:23,NIV).

The word of God lives in us (1 John 2:14).
Through God's word all things were made (John-3)1
Jesus' name is the word of God (Rev. 19:13). The word
of God, the revaed truth of God, is not a book, even
though our book reveals many things about God. But
the two are not synonymous. 0

We cannot emphasis enough about the way God speaks to us
and wants to speak to us througis Word But welimit God to a
defined masurein our cultually imperfectChristian society How
can we aginite humans limita God who has arinfinite nature?We
do not want to get into any kind of philosophical discussion here, but
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the Spirit has taught us thae canhearthe voice of Godn our
heart$ Justbecausenan rationalizes that the canoniZgctiptures are
completeand therefore God is limited to only speaking through them
does not make it so.

Hear ye the Word of the Lord:

fiElohim Yahweh, El Shaddainot boundby
our canonizd Booko

Unfortunately, the result of thignitation is that thedistilled
writtenwordsbecome our God. We end up worshipping the Book
the Canod and the Church's decrees. Decrees and cultural
interpretation limit our faith. Decrees and cultural iptetation limit
our diversity. Decrees and cultural interpretations must constantly be
upgraded to explain their explanatiand limitations. The end
conclusion is that God is not a personal &adde is a historical God.
God cannot possibly show up irovghip, persnal communion or in
prayer. Thishalf-bakedcadlective saysthat God camnly be heard
through our Scripture lesspand aything else is just trumped up
imagination.

As touchy as this subject ispw utterly sad, misguided, and
totally deived for one to sagomething likehis!

We believe this attitude is walking in the flesh and not in the
Spirit. This attitude relies on the intelleplacedabove the Spirit of
God. However, ve are not saying we turn off our intellect
completely Hilda and | have learned some extreme things in our
desert experience about God and His love, ourselves, and especially
our limited understanding. The vitedyin all of ourunderstandings
that we have learned to check mtellectualbias at the door vén it
comes to receiving things that the Holy Spirit wants to teaclBus.
we have also learned to check all things under the light dfvitig
Word before we accept anything

When we sat down to put into words some of the amazing
things we learned, wasked God to give us just a small glimpse of His
amazing love that we could share with His followers. After just a few
minutes of amazing illumination into the Love of God, it seemed as if
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the heavens opened up and we were inundated with a ferocious
barageof amazing love that we tried in vane to catch and convey
within our small paper cups of intelligence. It was so overwhelming
and paralyzing that we odooweekdnodt w
for months! We instead just fell to the floor in amazemewnhder,
and awe to worship the most high God who loved us beyond anything
we could think or i magine. It 6s |
hisGospeli Jesus did many other things
were written down, | suppose that evbe whole world would not
have room for the bo(mhgl:29)Hisldve wo ul
has no limits! His Word has no boundari¥ghweh, Yeshua and His
Spirit are not enslaved by our reasoning, interpretgtammhuman
understanding.

A Puritan by the name of Samuel Rutherford has a quote that
fits here:

"é For if you should see a man
room, idolizing a set of lamps and rejoicing in their

light, and you wished to make him truly happy, you

would begin by blowing out allisilamps, and then

throw open the shutters to let in the light of heavén."

Itdéds really a little too simpl
but literally what we are trying to do here with this narrats/toi
blow out the limiting and dim lantemf cultural bias and tradition,
and open up the shutters of IORD of GOLo let theglorious and
infinite light of heaven shine down intwr spirit!

AfOh taste and see LetthaFatherhe Lor
wrap you in His loving arms and whisper touythat He loves you
beyond amazement and that you are His child.Yeshuaspeak to
you as only the Good Shepherd can to calm your spirit and restore
your soul. Let the Holy Spirit fill you as the great Comforter with the
Words of God that bring peatieat passes all understanding.

HERE is a solid reason for #Ath
accomplish His perfect will in your life. Here is whahwehmust
constantly remind us théate is in controland His ways are way
beyond our limited faith and boxed usogrces. Here is where the
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Word of God perfects our faith and strengthens our knowledgrin
the depths of mysteryHere is where we drop our mamade bricks of
Babylon and becom& L i v i n g (1 Betep2n5gnghe Kingdom of
God!
If our faith wouldjust click in strong enough to believe ALL
that God says is true and will come to @asehat a load of grief we
would spare ourselves each day as we turn to Him and acknowledge
that only He knows what is best. In the wait, He may be working
behind the sages to set something up that will be wonderful, and way
beyond anything we could ask or think. In the wait, He may be
waiting on something else to fall into place before His perfect plan
can blossom into a beautsahdil test|
provision. In the wait, ld may be perfecting your faith to discover
that when we are in perfect harmony with w@atd want$ by
GODoAThat tree is running and doin
Theresultantruit of waiting (hope)is patience. The Holy
Spirit uses perseverance to work His supernatural character into us to
perfect our faith and trust. The wait is the vehicle in which this
character comes to perfect His work in us. The result is peace that
passes all understanding coupled with a faith¢ha move
mountai ns. The out come diasdHSEod b s |
being glorified.

THE KEY that unlocks all of the mystery is learning
to | isten Oodlytheowvilove truylmowe e .
who Yahweh,Elohim, El Shaddaireally is!

To reachthis understanding involves humility as a servant
understands his role with the master. Humility may mean that we
realize we have nothing in and of ourselves that is worthy of anything.
Humi l ity may be to realize we don:
our educationthinkswe do. Humility may be to limit our ego to stop
trying fito dad and insteadilistend to what God hastosayi Be st i | |
and know that | am God. o

God reaches out and says, "l love you...not because of what
you do, but just becausehoose to do so." ONLY because of God's
love are we blessed. ONLY because of God's iowe can do all

21C



The Desert.ife Waiting on God

things through Christ because HE strengthens us. ONLY because of
God's love He says, "Here, this is what | want you tandwy go do
it."
Yes, humiity is complete dependence. The moment we start
to throw up our rationalized plans and how we want things to
happed i t al | comes to a screeching |
worthy of ANYTHING. Our talents are filthy rags. Our plans are
shifting ands. Our thoughts are puny, unintelligent, unimaginative
and wort hl e BUT.GOD!f GBNLYYal®vetkinéws what
is best for us, and thus we wait on Him for our orders.

God's plans are perfect!

If we grow weary and start to lose heart in thetingj
remember this testimony of Godly men and women in Hebrews 11
who endured so much for their faif
promises as true. And since we have this great cloud of witnesses,
l etds throw off everytheaslg t hat hi
entangles us. Dare we say that the sin that so easily entangles us is
ourlack of patience to see our faith thro®gh

Sometimes we must just be content and peaceful about a
spiritual nudging or inner knowing we may receive. But learn to
listen andbe grateful for those illuminating moments of brighter light
and clearer understanding of hear
of His love and the plans He has for us, and helping us to see El
Shaddai as the all powerful Elohiifdler.29:11. See alse#139.)

A Jewish Rabbi once commented that a vision may come at a
time when all around usisdark.t 6 s sort of | i ke a
terrible storm.Dangeris at everystep. All around us could be raging
winds, wild animals, and rising wateEvil is atevery level. Butin a
split second, a sudden burst of light lets us see the destination to
which we labor to reach. It could be a mountain peak off in the
distance that we long to conquer. It could be a port of destination that
has been losh the storm. It could be an inviting village in which we
have | onged to dwel I . ltds there
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because of the darkness and the storm. But in that split second we are
granted a glimpse of that goal; an encouraging flaishae feet back
on the path in which we struggle. It may take a while to get there, but
we know Godobés pr omi doewait)forthe t r ue,
fulfillment of what God says will happerAndwe then sed will
happen!

Now... if we can just keepurselves from running ahead of
God and screwing things up!

dm

Notes:

1. SeeStrong's Number: 6960

2. " Waiting for Goa by Ron Julianwww.mckenziestudycenter.org/theology
3. enwikipediaorg/wiki/Abraham
4. Pastor Richard Lambert, Dover Delaware

5. fiThe Spiriial Maro Wat c hman HaionFiveth®# ol ume | |
analysis of the spird the intuition, the fellowship, and the conscience

6. http://www.bibleresearcher.concanonhtmi
7. lbid
8. .http://www.auburn.edu/~allenkc/openhsbatbiblehtml

9. http://www.bulletinhserts.ordbitter.html (James McAlister)
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Chapter 13

Living in Yeshua haMeshiach
(The Messiah,Christ Jesug

"Abide in me and | in you." John 15:4

Alf there be one truth of the
underlies all else, it is this: A newfdiin Christ Jesus. He,
Himself, clearly and forcibly expressed it in John 15:4:
"Abide in me and | in you." By a matchless parable our
Lord there taught us that all believers are branches of the
Living Vine, and that, apart from Him we are nothing and
can do nothing because we have in us no life. This truth
finds expression in many ways in the Holy Scripture, but
most frequently in that short and simple phrase we are now
considering-i n Chri st Jesus. 0

Arthur Tappan Pierson 1837911 *

The Journey

What a journey thiss! We find ourselves in the desert and in
the desert weirid life! Why? é Because Godbs herd Truth be
known, He was alwayisere with us. But as warestripped of our
comfortable surroundings and traditional settings, God reveal
Himself to us in a wonderful and different way.

We were searching for spiritual fulfillment in our lives, but
not finding it in the manynanmadepaths that claim to be the way to
know God. Actually we were closed minded to the leading of the
Spirit andnot open to the Lord's teaching because of traditional and
cultural bias that had made our walk with God a pattern of man and
not of the Word inYeshua haMeshiadiChrist Jesus)

We only learn this through the washing of the Word and the
teaching of the @rit who is leading us through the wilderness. This
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isi The De s easte skarck @&itthe things God wants us to

know about living | t & ¥esHudhaMeshigchChrist Jesul
With the help ofEl Shadda{God Almighty) we have to tear

down dl the strongholds that have mislad inour world view,

theology, and spiritual perception. Most of these stronglaskls

deceptions that havebuilt our "spiritual house" upon . . . andw

it has fallen with a mighty crash!

The Deception

The bggest deception was that thoughtve were building
on the Rock of ouMaster and Saviogur Messiah (out.ord Jesus
Chrisf). But sadlywe were building on tradition and religion.

*kk kkkkk Kkkkkk

As we searched for the Truth and who God is, tryingtov
off the shackles of deception, we found that even His hame was not
given to us as He originally intended. And just so there is no

confusion as to who Jesus Christ is, we shall explain how we got the

translated Greek name from His Hebrew nam¥éeasha
HaMeshiach

Jesus is actually a poor translation of the Hebrew name
Yehoshuagr as we know it; Joshu¥eshuavas used as the more
common, shortened version¥¥&hoshuan His time because most
Jews did not want to accidentally say the nameéatfwehwithin the
literal meaning olYehoshua (Yahweh saves. u®ut of respect, the
Hellenistic Greeks transliteratéide Hebrew nameinio HS OU S .
not really sure why, but research may point to a common pagan
persuasion whereby common Greeks would knoaditsome Divine

(10

influencejLat er within the Middle Ages

and was added to the transliteration and bechsasa purely
Anglican, King James version of the origiiishdded to the Scriptures
for whatever reason the King wantéda be so.
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Christis the English translation of the Greaistos, which
literally meandirubbed o1d, which was used to describe the Hebrew
name ofMeshiachor fianointed onéin Hebrew. Messiah in
English).® Kristoswas first used by Hellenized Jewho translated
the SeptuaginiLXX). It was the closest word they could find to
translate the unusual Hebrew word &mointing Anointing was
purely a Hebrew custom, and the closest word they could find in
Greek was to rub sodknsws Natexactlyiamt o
endearing term is it. But it has no pagan influence that | know of, and
for the most part is known in English astile i Me s si aho.

So there is no confusion as to wiiBod is, we shallexplain
the nebulougpagant e r nG codas thiat which is derived fromt h e
i nv ok eafthecBabylanian and Eastern religidni. is
ultimatelyless confusing tase His proper Hebrew nags given to
us. El Elyon Elohim, Yahweh, ElI ShaddaiTthe most High Godihe Lord
God Almighty.) SeePsalms 91: 2. However,i G o @ithin Christian
circles is relatively known as the God of the Hebrews. This is not so
among the many other major religions throughout the world.

Elohimis usedll througlout theTanakh(The Hebrew
Scriptures)and we are introduced to Hiim Genesis chapter. Elohim
is actually the plural form d&l. He was introduced asahwehi am)
to Moses at the burning Bushbraham also knew Him as&ahweh
(Gen 12:1) But He wasalsointroduced a&l Elyon(Themost HighGod)
to Abrahamby Melchizalek (Gen 14). Yahwehalso used the nantd
Shaddaiwhenspeaking with Abraharduring his covenant blessing in
Genl7:1

Jehovaltis a rather embarrassing and poor Anglican choice
for the name of God. notorigihhateuntd nl! y
500 years agdyut with the Masoretedradition of addinghe vowels
from Adonai(Hebrew word for Master okord) into the Tetragrammaton
YHW (vahwehjandcouplednext tothisid s ¢itbecdme the
standard ofepresentinghe nameYahweh in the Western world. h&
King James Bible of 161Wert even further and then translated all
references to Yahweh as LORMBI capital letters) and thatradition
existsin most translationgtidl today. °
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We know a lot of this may seem strange or unusual to some,
but after months and months of good solid research, and listening to
theteachings of théloly Spirit, there is good indicatiathat we
should move away from the Hellenistic terms we have adopted for the
God of the HebrewandAbraham, Isaac and Jacob. Many of these
westernizedhames have their roots in pagaffirmatiors.®

This is not a legalistic thingy any means, but more of a
personal understanding to bring claisto whom we serve. There is
much confusion about names, and ewenfusionas to why there is
confusionabout the names of God as introdubgdhetranslations of
theoriginal languages Many may refge to budge from what they
have taught and heard all of their livekhat is OK, as long as you
know in your heart of whom you serve.

But as forusandour hous® we will serveYahweh!

We may still interchange the Hellenistic and Hebr@ames
and termslepending on whav e Otalkeng to. Mainly to the
Christiarsin our western society, wgenerallyknow who we mean.
(Ordowe?hBut t o t he unrostlya reaiiveterm. A Go d
Even the ter m 0 Chndatisestatodgpodgeas conf |
different meanings, terms, and definitions within the context of
religion.’

There issomuch controversy herandwer eal | ' y donét
to confuse anyone. Just kntiere are many things we have accepted
throughoutthe 2000 years of church histy as truth, mainly because
we were taught these things by leaders we trusted. These laeaglers
passingon what they learned froother leaderswvhich waspassed
down fromthehigher learningnstitutionsof men. It is men learning
from manodandcustemsoni ng

Just because a doctrine is old, doetsmean it is truthlt is a
good idea to delve into what we have accepted as anthteverse
some of these things thaay not line up with what Yeshaaught
and the disciplebved. Duringthetkeover of t he Apost
and the original faith, by Constantine in tH&c&ntury, many pagan
traditions and customs were adopted as festivals and holidays within
this institutional i z dlthoughdradiliona h o m:
scholars andhurch teachings deny thisuch pagan influence is seen
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in the Christian ceremonies, decrees, and doctrines adopted by the
church®
It's like this...

In our walk as a believer in Yahweh, and in His
plan as "Sons of Elohim", within His salvation
(who isYehoshua haMeshiach)are wefollowing
a tradition (man-made custom) irour beliefs and
terms thatwe use...possibly as an occult attempt
at "syncretisny... orare wefollowing Yeshua?

Do we really know? Do weneed to care?Does it
matter to anyone el®? ..To Yeshua ..To Abba?

k*kkk kkkkkkkk

It was made clear to us that we were buildingrosieading
andambiguoudellenisticGreekphilosophy. We trusted our
Hellenistictraditionsand religious teachingrore tharElohim What
we heard comingdém the pulpit and our gular Christian
personalities wagist accepted adsonafidetruth, instead ofistening
to the Spirit andearching the Scriptures for ourselves as to whether
these doctrines were true or not. We have learned since to put our
trus ONLY in Elohim keeping our bias in check and listening to
Yeshu® soice as He teaches us with His Word through His Spirit!

As we see it, the historical church, denominations, and many
Christian organizations haveda hidderagenda. They want their
interpretation or slant oiahweld6 s Wor d t o arldthe pr o mi n
only true set of guidelines for the faithfuLook at the way the Bible
has been translated for two centuries and you will see what we mean.
As much as the scribeganted andried to keegheir bias from
entering into theriginal texts, it did. Just one or two words here and
there, a certain punctuation or capitalization of a word, chapters and
verses inserted that split up thoughts and phrases, and even texts of
discourse inserted thatene not found in the originadlong with
mistranslations and changing of namaesl"whammo® a certain
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doctrine is emphasized, a certain slant is reinforced, and subtle
deception has entered in sheep's clothing. In this way, our whole
process of canonizan is suspect when looked under the microscope
of the Wordand the Spirit

Inspired books have been a controversy since the time of
Ezra. When it really gets down to it, there was no major consensus of
the Canon until the invention of the printing pedsit even then, as
well as now, canonization still hits questions.

Do not take us the wrong waywe honestly believe we have
verbally inspired bookén the original language®) our Bibles, but
many others that may have been inspired were rejecteddzeot
certain doctrinal bias and agendas of keeping us from "knowing"
many things thakl Elyonhad put into play.

Take it all with a grain of salbut there are many things we
don't know . . . because religious "leaders" throughout church history
hawe kept it from us to guaritheir traditionalintegrity. Even to say
whatwe aresaying right now would have warrantedtant death
from the"doctrine police"of the day.Some still claim they have all
the answers and have appointed themselves as ofikeigpers of the
trutho and try to call down fire
they believe about h eGodd andl what man has set up.

One can see why some of theseerbooks were not
considered, as they have the fingerprints of man all oeen.ttbut
what book doesn'exceptmaybethe Torah Even theTanakhhas had
some good questions raised abottThetranslationsve have now
are suspect becausk of the variouswritings can have such a cultural
slant to them, that thdgse their oiginal meaning.

We had to lbw the dusbff of ourconcordanceand start
doing some real word studie§our owrl We letthe Spiritshowus
what He means by the words He cho¥é¢ all have teentirely
depend on the Holy Spirit to guide us into alith Especially now
that we have the "tree of the knowledge of good and @i
Internet)at our fingertips!Most arguments now center around who
has the real set of facts!

Nevertheless, by the graceYdhwehwe have a Book that
does speak from thepBit of Truth and these Words have been
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carefully preservednd reconfirmedo that we can understand that
Yeshuawas part of the process from the beginning. We must be
careful to listen to these Words and what He has to say to us, and
examine everything hat i s presented to us u
living Word. (2Corinthians4: 1-6)

Yeshuasaid to the religious Pharisees of His day in John 8:
21-47 that they would not believe in Him becatisey did not have
room for His Wordk This is nho small thig coming fronthe Messiah
Although the Pharisees were the common society of Jéweg, were
extremely sophisticated and a scholarly classd though they had
much truth to their credithey still insistedhowever that Moses also
received somé@ o r ratl e ri p r eof thketTorah TeedLaw) on Mt
Sinai. They collected a group of thenal interpretations imritings
that dissected the Torah into micro catechisms that they felt would
live out the Word in their proper interpretatidh.

They had the vefied living Scriptures of Moses and the
Prophets, but instead theglied andnterpreted it with their owset
of writings fromthe Talmud, which Jesus said wike listening to a
falsevoicd it hat which they heard from
case wa the Devil. The argument from the Pharisees to what Jesus
had said was, "We are children of Abraham". A literal paraphrase is
that AWe dondt need you to explai:
other words, our cultural position, bias, and oral traditimtate what
truth is found in the Wordiecause it was given to the Hebrews
Although we recognize that Scripture should be interpreted through
the light of this cultural setting, we see here a clear example of how a
cultural biageven brought under lagitimate and rational claimgan
also lead one down the wrong patl8adly, Jesus said that they
trusted in lies and deception even though they had the truth. Jesus
was telling them the truth, but t|
interpretationfrom thar Talmadof the truth

"Jesus would not submit to the tyranny of those who

were closing the door to Truth. (
preaching the kingdom of God, but the predominate

Jewish system illustrated here had become a dead

system of works that bliled men from the Truth of the
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Word and placed harnesses of he:
children."*

It's easy for us to see this because it is spelled out for us in the
text by Jesus himself. But those caught up in it could not see it and
were offended to the point of calling Jesus "a demon possessed
Samaritan" (The most derogatory term they could use at the time)
because He went against theterpretationof the Scriptures:

Matthew 15:6 "...Thus you nullify the word of God for
the sake of your tradiin."

Isaiah 29:13 "...They worship me in vain; their
teachings are but rules taught by men."

Col ossians 2: 8. "éSee to it thi
captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy,

which depends on human tradition and the basic

principles of this world rather than on Christ."

Please realize that we are in no way trying to undermine the
Word of God, théook of Scriptures, the doctrines of our salvation,
and the holiness of God. What we are trying to dieisfy and
preservehe Wordof Truth from being polluted by the ways of the
world and distorted with decepti@md doctrines of menThis
distortionis doneby adding or subtraction from the intent of
Scripture, and lifting up a false standard as the only standhste
bywemusti nt er pr et OGraitidyat thé/feet of Yeshua
and listening to the voice of the Shepheaidng withthe illumination
of the Spirit has shown us that tinstitutions of man aratterly
corruptand not to be trusted.

Babylon was not a story aiuilding a tower to get theaven;
it is a story of man replacing God with what he can achi€u.
entire wilderness journey of the last 10 years has been to not only see
Yeshua for who He really is...but also how utterly corrupt, twisted,
and vain thesystems of man really aveespecially in how it relates to
Elohimand the counterfeit that Satan has tried to build from day one.
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Under the blood of the Lamb, we have unbound our sffidts the
doctrines of men and demotigt have tried to form us into
Babylonian bricks, raising a tower of marade systems and decrees
This counterfeit kingdom is a far cry from what Yahweh wants to
establish through his Son and theeah that have been given to Him.
Wearebei ng f ormed as dLifashiongd St ones
under His Word to be fit into the new temple of the Kingdom of
Elohim, in the Body of Meshiach.

Now before we jump into any arguments on the validity of
our claim, we must state thist our personal experience, and after
forty eight years of exgring, searching, studying, listening and
discoveringd no matter what evidence is thrown to the forefront on
either sidejt all boils down to faithin the Truth. For us, we have
accepted by faitthat what we are being taught by the Holy Spirit is
the Twth.

fé He has given us the
t

Spi
guaranteeing ®@oax5 i s C

(o]

fiBut when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide
youintoallthetrute 6 Joh3 16: 1

For us it comes to that which God has confirmed in our hearts
by theSpirit through His Word. His Spirit bears witness with our
Spirit that we are His children, (Rom 8:12) and His Word is Truth.
(John 1:1; John 17:147)

1 Corinthians 2 :61 6 iwe do, however, s
message of wisdom among the mature, but not the
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are
coming to nothing.
No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom
that has been hidden and that God destined for our
glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age
understood it, for if thefpad, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. However, as it is written:
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"No eye has seenp ear has heard, no mind has
conceived what God has prepared for those who love
him" but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.

The Spirit sarches all things, even the deep things
of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a
man except the man's spirit within him? In the same
way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit
of God.

We have not received the spirit of the world but
the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand
what God has freely given ughis is what we speak,
not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words
taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in
spiritual words.

The man without the Spirit de not accept the
things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them,
because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual
man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is
not subject to any manjudgment!'For who has
known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct
hi m?" But we have the mind of

It sounds a little too simple, but listening to the Spirit is what
it is all about. As we listen, read, and study His Word, the Spirit
reveals to us the Truth. But we have to be diligent that our own bias
or slant on knowledge does not try and interpret His Word with our
own words or as someone else says it must be interprigtedtions
must be tabled here and personal preferences must lasisle.

Revelation of any sorts will have its roots in the Hebrew
Scriptures.lt is probably why the verse in Acts 17:11 jumps out at
us when we hear someone telling us they have some sort of new
revelation.

ANow the Bereans wernrthanof mor e
the Thessalonians, for they received the message with

great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day

to see i f what Paul said was t
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Paul was sent with the message of fantastic deaxgreat
mystery explained! The mystery was that stdwacame by ace
and all of scripture was pointing to the fact tfashua haMeshiach
had to die for all and become our propitiation for sifke Gentiles
(non descendants of Judah) were also includled.6 s t he Gospe
Message, the Good NewRaul baed all that was revealed to him
within the Hebrewl anakh and that is the scripture that the
Bereans used. The New Tegstament
obvious that most missed whéahwehhad intended within written
Scripture. Yeshuaexplained it tahe apostles, antad to send a
messengeralong with the Counseldo continue toexplain it to them
after the worlof the crossvas completed.

So we have to ask ourselves: Can the Spirit reveal to us
things that are not clearly spelled out in Scriptuzgh we
understand the incredible mysteriedvM#shiachin us without a
commentary, as Paul states that he was called to disclose? Can we
really understand the deep thingsbElyonwithout an intellectual
spelling it out to us? How about just simgidéngs? Can we really
trust that which The Spirit says is not our own ego? How do we really
know? What keeps us from lifting up our personal standard and
proclaiming that only we have the truth and everyone else is wrong?

The Truth

Here is where iall boils down to faith.

As Yeshuasaid to Peter in Matthew 16:17, (and we stand with
him also):"...this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in
heaven."We also stand with the healed blind man in John 9:24ll
I know is, once | was bli and now | see!"

* By faith we know thaElohimloves us. (Jn 3:16)
* By faith we are justified. (Rom 5:1)
* By faith we receive the truth of His Word

(Rom 10:17)
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* By faith we must live in Truth (2 Cor 5:7)
* By faith we rely on the Spirit to gu@lus into all
Truth. (John 16:13)

But for the most part, our personal bias tends to distort the
Truth. We have to continually ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to us those
thing inwhich we need correction and theattich we need to share
with our fellow believers. Wé&ist udy t o show our sel
God, workmen that need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of
Trut h. 0 ( Xes,we haveza useolr reasoning, and we try
and study all the different sides of an isswend they can be asried
as the species of the sea. But we ultimately have to rely on the Spirit
to guide us into the Truth because the new life that we haveshua
is Spirit. (Jn 6:6365; Rom 8:911)

The Bias of Understanding

We really need to dive deeper intogtiigsue obiasso you
realize what it is and how you can be aware of it and put checks on it
as you live out your life ityeshua haMeshiach

We are often amazed, but then again not, at how we tend to
filter our world view with our own set of rules, bessand outlooks.
Psychologists have one thing right, in saying that we are made up by
our experiences and environment.

Just as an example: how we view one another is often based
on a first time impression or negative flaws we have picked up in that
first encounter. We then have the tendency to hold to those
impressions no matter what the other person says or does. Our
ongoing impression isa&mped andnterpretedrom that first
encounter.

"..first impressions are easy to form and difficult to
overcane...What's more, there is a well documented
asymmetry between the impact of bad first impressions
versus good ones. Consider the following: We are
quicker to both form and recall bad impressions, and
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are also more likely to do so. We also tend to be more
confident about bad impressions, take less time to
arrive at them, and require less information to be
convinced of thern that is, relative to good
impressions. Finally, once a bad impression is formed,
we seal it away from revision or interferenc&"

Also, our traditional and cultural bias in which we interpret
truth is easily formed from an early age by our environment. For
example in the early church, the issue of eating pork or not depended
if you were from Jerusalem or Corinth.

For some to eaheat sacrificed to idols was not wrong. To
others it was a huge problem. But Truth be known as Paul states it
ifood does not bring us close to
and no better i f Iwiscdse,thé Bihliaal (1 C
stance was a matter of conscience and/or whether it offended your
weaker brother. But as you can see, cultural (@iblseing a Jew or a
Gentile)played a very important role as to the legality to these early
believers.

On the other handsdor theabsolues of Scriptureand the
commandments of Yahwehere is no cultural normSexual
immorality was wrong in either city.

When we rise above circumstances and shake off the
strongholds that hold us captive to a viewpoint, philosophy or bias, it's
another ting entirely. These days this is really difficult to do. We
live in a technological world that can reinforce any viewpoint, theory
or assumption by holding on to, discussing, and lifting up certain
Afactoidso or fAtruthineviewandt hat t
many times we will use these factoids as trump cards to wipe out any
other real fact that goes against what we have already judged to be
truee A Afactoido along with Atruthin
incorrect, or invented) "fact" intendeo create or prolong public
exposure pto manipulate public opinio’

"We humans have an innate preference to seek out
information that confirms our world view. That's just
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how our brains work: If given a chance, we'll avoid
news facts that we dorike.

Digital technology allows us to indulge those
human desires better than we could in the past. On the
Web, television, radio, and all manner of new devices,
today you can watch, listen to, and read what you want,
whenever you want; seek out and discuis exhaustive
and insular detail, the kind of news that pleases you;
and pursue your political or social or scientific
theories, whether sophisticated or naive, extremist or
banal, grounded in reality or completely insane.

... in the last few years, pslers and political
researchers have begun to document a fundamental
shift in the way Americans [as well as the rest of the
world] are thinking about the news. No longer are we
merely holding different opinions from one another;
we're also holding differgt facts. Increasingly, our
arguments aren't over what we *should* be doing
but, instead, over what *is happening*. You can go so
far as to say we're now fighting over competing version
of reality."

So, to quote Francis Schaeffer: "How then stiau live?"
We obviously have to go to an authoritative source and rely on that as
our guide into truth. We d=elieversof course hold the Bible as our
authoritative Truth when it comes to our standard to live by. But here
again our bias and world viemlay an important part in how we
interpret andudge truth.

How do we judge the truth? We
be judgmental . o Being judgment al
we use to describe those who thinl
actions because of their incorrect world view of morality. It has the
overtones of being fAbetter than o
of moral Adobs and dond6tso that vy
entirely.

We often tend to think that we shouldindge because we
mi squot e J'éudge 806 thavye balnst judgedBut in our
real world we have to make judgments about things constantly

22¢



The Desert.ife Living in Yeshua haMeshiach

through out the ddy every day. Yes, we have to make a judgment
about a particular person as to whetlherwant to associate with them
(or no) based orheir character and impressiasiswho they are as a
person. We also have to judge whether a particular action is worthy
of our acceptance ...or not.

Maybe the problem lies in our definitive rulésa
fjudgmend a personal observation, opinion, or a moral conclusion?

"All things, big and small, invite your judgment.
The condition of the weather, political matters, the taste
of your food, a television programt every moment of
the day, something or ahis inviting your judgment of
it. And so often, and so willingly, you render it, without
being aware of the consequences, without taking care
of the responsibilities entailed.

You judge, and then to make matters worse, you
believe in your judgment. YoaVooked at the evidence,
you've made a judgmenit must be right! There
couldn't possibly be any other conclusion to arrive at
but the one you've chosen, could theré?"

Even in our seeking the Truth and learning how to live in
Christ Jesus, we have be careful of how we interpret our methods of
seeking that byouroginionsmand bhsarvdtipmae nt 0

We are a strange bunch of people, we humans. We like to
think we have all the right answers. We like to think we are always
right. We Ike to think we are the special ones with all the right
philosophy. But in reality, our truth in our own world view is highly
suspect. When it comes to what or whose methodology and
philosophy we choose to interpret as to what we know as truth, there
is a fundamental problem that this bias will overshadow any other
reasoning process we employ.

So what do we do? How do we proceed to judge in truth?
What is the real wagpartfompersahge t r u:
opinion®

"When a person judges, hisa forms an opinion.
But an opinion is not necessarily the same as a
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judgment. Opinions are often framed by our fears,
pride, or ignorance. If all we had were human opinions,
we might agree with those who say we should never
judge.

Judgments are opinioribat we form only after we
have made a serious effort to know the facts, and, for
those of us who are Christians, only after we have
consulted the moral teachings of Scripture and prayed
for Spirit-informed discernment. Any lazy or biased fool
can have opiions; making judgments is the hard work
of responsible and compassionate people.

... Nobody with a beam in his eye can see things
clearly. He is dangerously low on discernment. And,
since we all have this distorted perspective, we need
either to be verjhumble or else leave judging to God
alone. We have a moral responsibility to judge the
moral behavior of otherd but only if we are humbly
aware that we will sometimes be dead wrong and never
totally right. We must remember that our ability to
judge is Imited and especially that we are sinful people
who will ourselves, on'® day,

Now please don't think warepointing fingers at any one

person, organizatiomstitutionor church as being overly biased or
judgmental irall their ruth. We are all biasetb the extent as each
one of usstressesur viewpoint as the ultimate trutind as wesaid
before, most institutions of men are corrupt to the core. Bunwst
remember there are different sides to every subject and how we
internalize it may depend on where we are in our lives in relation to
that subject, or for that mattemwhere we live!

In matters of judgment, The Spirit has revealed to us that the

main key in all of our judgmental discernment should be "love".

"Love you neighbor as yourself." "Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you." James 3: 17 saysthati s d o m

of all pure, then peaelving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy

and
we
ar e
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And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more
and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you
may be ale to discern what is best and may be pure
and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the

fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus

Christd to the glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:
9-11)

We all have a tendency to focus on the negatlustead we
need to train ourselves on focusing on the positive. That's the difficult
part. That's wherElohimhas to take over as we yield to the Spirit's
guidance inYeshua, the Messiah

However there is a time to look at the negatiwspecially as
it relates to wha¥ahwehtells us and how the rest of the world tries to
negate it or add to it.

Living out Righteousness

What we see in todaybés #AChri st
colored, filtering glasses of bias, culture, and tradition are takeof out
the way is that we have replaced the simplicity of the Gospel with a
set of codes, systematic Theology, ordinances, and moral lists that we
hold up as the Gospel Truth. We need to get back to the basic
principals of the Gospel and preacdbshua as thiblessial® not a
Christlike religion.

In our evangelism, we say to the world: "be like us", when the
world doesn't want to benythingl i ke us. Therebds nc
about our religiosity. They don't want another religion that spells out
what they musritualistically doin order to have a fulfilled life. If
they are seekers of God, what they do want is their spiritual thirst and
hunger to be satisfied with a passionate relationship with the one true
Elohim. OnlyYeshuac an do t hat .el iOgironCh ra msd
Adogmao fall way short.
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AFor none of wus |lives to hi mse
us dies to himself alone. If we live, we live to the Lord;
and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or
die, we belong to the Lord-or this very reasn, Christ
died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of
both the dead and #®he living. 0o
AFor through the |l aw | died toc
might live for God. | have been crucified with Christ
and | no longer live, but Christ livés me. The life |
live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of God, who
l oved me and gave himself for m
(Galatians2: 19-20)
néfilled with the fruit of rig
through Jesus Chriétt o t he gl ory and prais
(Philippians 1:911)
iSo then, just as you receivec
continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him,
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness. See to it that no one
takes you captive through hollow and deoep
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the
basic principles of this world
féTherefore do not | et anyone
you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a
New Moon celebration or a Sabbathy. These are a
shadow of the things that were to come; the reality,
however, is found in Christ¢ébo
(Colossians 2:68;16ff)

These are things we can stand sure on, as the Word has
revealed to usYeshua HaMashiacfdesus Christ, the Messiah) was
bothElohim (God)and man. He was of virgin bir{fle was born of
the Spirit) died in our place on the cro&s our Passover Lamahd
rose again from the deg@onquering sin and deathYhere is no
other name, means, or other ways by which we can be oighte
beforeYahwehand be eternally saved. Because of tisl the
placing of our faith in thiMessiahand this good newvdsour sins are
forgiven. We have been given the gift of eternakgistenceand
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fellowshipwith the Almighty Creatay Elohim, the etenal YHWH,

and theEl Shaddabf Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; and He has given us
the gift of His Holy Spirit as a seal or down payment that what He has
promised in this salvation will come to pass. He expects us to live out
our life in the righteousness afSpirit filled life. That does not mean
following a code of religious norms and activities. In means we are to
live our livesin Yeshua haMeshiach

What is this fruit of righteousness in a Spirit filled life that
comes througleshua haMeshiaéh

*|t is the Fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:20:
...Gentleness, goodness, kindness, love, joy, peace, long
suffering (patience), faithfulness and self control.

*It is the "love list" of | Corinthians 13:

...it suffers long; is kind, does not envy; doesparade
itself; is not puffed up; does not behave rudely; is not
provoked; does not think evil nor rejoices in sin;
rejoices in Truth; bears all things; believes all things;
hopes all things; endures all things.

*It is the list of worthy things to thinkbout in
Philippians 4:8:

...whatsoever things are true, noble, just, pure. lovely,
of good report, of virtue and worthy to be praised.

*It is what we as a follower dflessiahshould
clothe ourselves with in Collosians 3:18:
...tender mercies, kindnegsumility, compassion,
gentleness, and patience

*We are further instructed to:

...bear with one another; forgive one another; love; let
the peace of God rule our hearts; be thankful; have the
Word live in us abundantly; teach and admonish one
another; shg with grace in our hearts.
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